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The next GPIA General Membership 
meeting will be held 
Thursday, September 19, 2013,  
at 7pm
at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center 
3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  

The parking lot entrance is on 
Verdugo Road between the Public 

Storage building and the Glassell Park 

Recreation Center pool.

NEWS
 GLASSELL PARK

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

JULY 2013

NO GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN JULY 

photo by Laura Gutierrez

We are happy to include new 
reports from our State Capitol 
from Senator Kevin de León 
and Assemblymember Jimmy 

Gomez. 
Plus, farewells from City 

Councilmembers Ed Reyes 
and Eric Garcetti; and 

welcomes to new City 
Councilmembers Gil Cedillo 

and Mitch O’Farrell.
 

There is no GPIA General 
Membership meeting in July.  

Our next meeting is 
September 19th.

To keep in touch between 
meetings, join us on 

Facebook:  GPIA-Glassell 
Park Improvement Association

GPIA hosts L.A. River cleanup site

GPIA Secretary Elizabeth Gallardo instructs volunteers before the cleanup.  
More photos on page 10
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GPIA TAKES A STAND 
AGAINST DIGITAL 
BILLBOARDS SLATED 
FOR GLASSELL PARK

✓  Neighborhood Council representation 
City Attorney Carmen Trutanich sent a letter to the Mayor and City Council in 

support of a resolution that would grant Neighborhood Councils non-voting 
representation on city boards and commissions.  The move would give Neighborhood 
Councils “real time” notification of proposed actions on important city issues, and 
allow their immediate participation in discussion, development and review.

✓  New zoning code for Los Angeles
The L.A. City Planning Department launched re:codeLA, a comprehensive 

revision of the City’s zoning code. “Listening sessions” begin this month, and the 
project is expected to be completed in five years. Full information is at: recode.la

✓  SoCalGas’s “advanced” meters
Southern California Gas Company is upgrading their metering system by adding 

a communication device to all natural gas meters.  The new meters will transmit 
usage information to the customer service and billing center.  Customers will have 
access to hourly, daily & weekly gas usage.  According to the website, Northeast Los 
Angeles can expect the new meters between May 2014 and November 2015.

✓  Fresh & Easy update
Billionaire Ron Burkle is in talks to purchase Fresh & Easy markets from British 

owner Tesco.  The purchase would facilitate Burkle’s rumored plan to reopen Wild 
Oats stores in California.  Though the deal would include all the Fresh & Easy stores 
in California, Arizona and Nevada, not all locations would become Wild Oats stores.

✓  Mural ordinance
An ordinance that would lift the current ban on new murals will be considered 

by the City Council in July.  Go to http://www.muralconservancy.org for more info.

✓  Metrolink agrees to health risk study
Metrolink has finally agreed to commission a study to determine the health 

risks its maintenance center at Taylor Yard may pose for surrounding neighborhoods 
Residents of Cypress Park and Elysian Valley have expressed concern about 
particulate matter--particles of pollution that can be inhaled--in the exhaust of the 
numerous diesel engines serviced at the center..

✓  Plastic bag ban signed into law
The City Council approved, and the Mayor signed, a ban on single-use plastic 

grocery bags within the city limits.  Enforcement begins January 1st for large grocery 
stores and large stores with grocery sections, and July 1st for small stores.

✓  Glassell Park’s pool still open 
! Thanks to the hard work of GPIA member Maggie Darett-Quiroz, and the 
support of our Councilmembers, the GP pool will remain open for the upcoming 
fiscal year.  The next step will be getting the pool back into the Mayor’s annual 
budget.  Lap swimming hours are 6-8am and 5-7pm while children are on Summer 
vacation.  The lap swimming hours will expand after Labor Day.

✓  West Nile virus incidence higher in Los Angeles
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention lists Southern California among 

West Nile virus “hot spots” in the U.S., and the first virus-caused bird death of the 
season has already been reported in Arcadia.   Recommendations for prevention 
include being vigilant about emptying all containers of standing water.

✓  “Covered California” offers health care insurance info      

! A 24-hour hotline for info about the new health insurance marketplace is open. 
Call 800-318-2596 or visit:  www.coveredca.com

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?

Lamar Advertising purchased 
Vista Media group in May of 2008.  
Vista, you might remember, owned 
many of the small billboards around 
town.  Lamar is a Delaware LLC with 
headquarters in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.  They currently have 
approximately 2,500 billboards in the 
L.A. area and are trying to add 45 new 
digital billboards, two of which are in 
our community.  One is to be located 
at 3810 Eagle Rock Blvd and the other 
at 3017 San Fernando Road.

Many of the political ads we saw 
for our last election were on Lamar's 
billboards.  Adding to this muddy mix, 
Lamar filed suit in March of this year 
against the City of Los Angeles 
claiming discrimination, saying they 
were singled out when the City denied 
their applications for new digital and 
digitally converted billboards.

Dennis Hathaway is the person 
behind BanBillboardBlight.org and 
has been leading the charge to protect 
public spaces and our visual 
environment.  He signaled the alert to 
take action to avert this latest attack 
on our skyline.  You can add your 
comments to this effort and send them  
to Dennis at venicedd@gmail.com just 
as the GPIA has done in the letter that 
follows.  Be sure to send a copy to our 
elected officials.  Contact information 
for our three City Council members, 
Gil Cedillo, Mitch O’Farrell and José 
Huizar, is on the back cover.  

Text of the GPIA’s letter signed by GPIA 
President Alisa Smith:

Dear Mr. Hathaway,
I'm writing on behalf of the 

Glassell Park Improvement 
Association.  According to the list you 
provided, two of these ghastly 
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billboards will be located in our 
small community.  We are an 
advantageous area only because a 
freeway runs through us.  The 
freeway adjacent location is all the 
billboard company cares about, 
whereas we care about our entire 
community.

At one of the proposed 
locations on Eagle Rock Blvd., the 
billboard would sit atop a building 
with an already controversial past.  
The Public Storage building, on the 
corner of Eagle Rock and Verdugo, 
was initially decried by the 
community that lamented the loss 
of their hillside views.  The 
planned 2-story structure went up 
almost over night and was 
suddenly 3-stories high.  Although 
we've since negotiated a 
community center to bandage the 
wound, the lesson learned has not 
been forgotten.  To further 
diminish our view shed by placing 
a billboard on top of this building 
is simply cruel and will not be 
tolerated.

The second proposed site is 
right across the street from the 
historic Van de Kamps site where 
the newly restored building and 
added structures is poised to 
welcome a new community college 
campus.  Located at the south end 
of Fletcher Square, this portion of 
San Fernando Road has been a 
depressed area that's making great 
strides toward renewal.

Both of these proposed 
billboard locations are squarely 
within our Community Design 
Overlay which discourages just this 
sort of blight.  We feel our area, 
with a high percentage minority 
population and middle-class 
working families, has been unfairly  
targeted as the dumping ground 
for outside interests.

The Glassell Park 
Improvement Association strongly 
and vehemently opposes these two 
billboards coming to our 
community and will stand behind 
other communities in our shared 
struggle to maintain a reasonable 
quality of life for our neighbors.

Editor’s note:  Digital billboards are 
electronic, brightly lit signs that glow 24 
hours a day with rotating advertisements.

L. A. River open for recreation in GP

Proposition D to be enforced

“Factual Basis Stakeholder” remains undefined

On May 21, City of Los Angeles voters passed a ballot proposition to regulate 
and tax the number of medical marijuana dispensaries in the city.  City Attorney 
Carmen Trutanich issued the following statement on the passage of Proposition D:

"I’m gratified that the voters understood the important differences between 
yesterday's three marijuana ballot measures. They have spoken by enacting the only  
ordinance that provides both patient access to medical marijuana and responsible 
protections for neighborhoods. The voters have spoken, the courts have spoken, and 
we are not breaking new ground.

Proposition D will limit the number of medical marijuana dispensaries 
operating within city limits to approximately 135 dispensaries.  It was written by the 
City Attorney’s Office and placed on the ballot by the City Council.  Under the law, 
dispensaries in business prior to 2007 that were registered with the city and have 
not ceased operations will be allowed to remain open.  In addition, these shops 
must be located at least 600 feet from any school, park or child care facility and pay 
a tax equivalent to six percent of their gross receipts. 

City Attorney Carmen Trutanich has sent a letter to the Department of 
Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) Board of Neighborhood Commissioners 
recommending options to clarify the definition and eligibility of "factual basis 
stakeholders."  In it, the City Attorney states that the phrase “factual basis 
stakeholders” has “been the source of dozens of complaints”. 

In response to DONE’s request for review of a proposed motion to address the 
issue, the City Attorney summarized his position:  “...a neighborhood council may 
choose whether to allow ‘factual basis stakeholders’ to hold a leadership position on 
its governing board.  Each neighborhood council may also adopt its own ‘factual 
basis stakeholder’ definition. Every definition of ‘factual basis stakeholder’ must 
require a substantial and ongoing relationship with the neighborhood. In this way, 
‘factual basis stakeholders’ will not unlawfully dilute the participation of Charter-
identified stakeholders. Instead, those who live, work, or own property, as well as 
those who declare a factual stake in the neighborhood, will all demonstrate the 
same significant commitment to their local community.” 

For the first time since the 1930s, the Los Angeles 
River is open to the public for recreation.  The river area 
that is now open borders Glassell Park with entrances on 
the Elysian Valley side.  Kayaking, canoeing, fishing and 
walking--anything but swimming--are encouraged 
during daylight hours until Labor Day, and activities are 
monitored by rangers from the parks service.  Kayaks are  
available for rent at the launch site at Marsh Park.

City’s land on San Fernando Road sold as “surplus”
The City Council approved a motion by outgoing Councilmember Ed 

Reyes that calls for a direct sale of a nearly 8,000 square foot lot on San 
Fernando Road near Division Street to KIA of Glendale. Promised to the 
community as green space adjacent to the new high school and Rio de Los 
Angeles State Park, instead it was rented, paved over and used as 
additional parking by the dealership.

The parcel will be sold for $427,000, the appraised value of the 
property; however, there has been no discussion or analysis of the impact 
of the sale on the much larger property currently being favorably leased to 
the dealership, no operational or financial plans submitted by the buyer.

Only termed-out Councilmember Richard Alarcon voted against the 
motion, wondering--on the record--about increased public cynicism 
regarding the ethics of the Council if they were to approve such a deal so 
close to a $15,000 campaign contribution given by KIA of Glendale to Jose 
Gardea, Mr. Reyes’s Chief of Staff and former candidate in CD1.

KIA of Glendale maintains that “redevelopment” of this, and the 
adjoining properties will enhance the aesthetics of the area.  Given the 
giant cell tower they installed recently, that statement seems questionable.
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AD PAID FOR BY M
. PIANE

GPIA hosts FoLAR’s River Cleanup
On May 18th, the GPIA turned out to host the Fletcher Street site for 
the 24th Annual Friends of the Los Angeles River cleanup.  150 
volunteers dragged many truckloads of trash from the river bed.

Lemon Poppy

Trader Joe’s 

Fandango Salon

La Cocina

Glen Creason

John Geary

Toni Livingston

Thank you to 
our raffle prizes 

donors!
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I proudly represented a large 
section of Glassell Park, an important 
community bordering the Los Angeles 
River, when I began my tenure as the 
First District Los Angeles 
Councilmember. I lost this area because 
of redistricting. However, the many 
friendships I forged with the Glassell 
Park community continued to grow. We 
worked closely with Mayor-elect Eric 
Garcetti to bring improvements and 
services to the people of Glassell Park.

My staff and I warmly re-welcomed 
Glassell Park into the First District after 
redistricting again 11 months ago. 
Redistricting means Council district 
boundaries are re-drawn every 10 years 
to account for population changes.

Now, as my tenure as 
Councilmember ends, I thank you for 
working with me to accomplish the 
following:

* Save the Glassell Park Pool
* Clean up and add 36 new trees to 

Eagle Rock medians
* Continue Glassell Park traditions 

like the tree lighting ceremony and the 
block parties in the Verdugo Village area

* Organize community clean-ups to 
spruce up our streets

* Install a new traffic signal at the 
busy intersection of Eagle Rock Blvd. 
and Avenue 31 to assist pedestrians, 
especially families and children at 
nearby schools

* Begin the transformation of 
surplus property near Sotomayor High 
School that was sold to KIA dealership 
for a project that will improve 
pedestrian safety, add green space, 
create jobs and spur economic 
renewal,

*Finalizing the Cornfield Arroyo 
Seco Specific Plan to promote 
walkability, increase access to transit, 
and create mixed land uses to revitalize 
neighborhoods near the Los Angeles 
River, including Glassell Park.

Thank you for electing me to 
represent you for 12 years. Thank you 
for working with me to create a 
healthier, happier Glassell Park 
community. I am honored to be your 
friend and humble servant.

Sincerely,
ED P. REYES
Los Angeles Councilmember,
First District

Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 letter from 
outgoing
Councilmember Ed Reyes

Council District 13 message 
from outgoing
Councilmember and new Mayor  
Eric Garcetti

Council District 14 report from 
Lauren Ballard 
Case Worker for 
Councilmember José Huizar

Several weeks ago, the City of 
Los Angeles closed escrow on the 
vacant lot on the southwest corner 
of York Boulevard and Avenue 50 in 
Highland Park.  Over the next year 
and a half, the space will be 
transformed into a state of the art 
park.  Over two and a half years ago, 
the Office of Councilmember Huizar  
began hosting a series of meetings 
to ask the community what it 
wanted to see on York Blvd, and 
called the resulting plan the York 
Vision Plan.  The community named 
a park at York Blvd and Ave 50 as 
the most important project of the 
York Vision Plan.  Though it was far 
beyond our budget, we worked to 
make it happen.  Along with the 
Green LA Coalition, the Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Initiative, and the 
Department of Recreation and 
Parks, Councilmember Huizar 
secured funding to purchase the 
land and build the park through the 
state’s Proposition 84 grant 
program.  Over the next few 
months, our office, in partnership 
with the Department of Recreation 
and Parks, will be holding 
community workshops where 
residents and business owners alike 
can contribute their ideas about 
how they want to see this site 
developed.  We hope you will join us 
for our first meeting on Thursday, 
August 8th.  The location of this 
workshop will be announced in the 
coming weeks.

On Wednesday, June 26, the 
Mayor’s Office of Gang Reduction 
and Youth Development’s Summer 
Night Lights program kicked off at 
32 parks across the city, including at 
the Glassell Park Recreation Center.  
The program will run through 
Friday, August 9.  During this time, 
the park will be open Wednesday 
through Saturday from 7pm to 
11pm.  Come out to enjoy games, 
food, and the company of your 
community!

On Tuesday, May 21, the people 
of Los Angeles elected me to be the 
42nd Mayor of Los Angeles. Being 
elected to serve our city in this way 
is an incredible honor. And it is also 
humbling.

As I meet this new challenge, I 
will rely on the lessons I have 
learned over the past 12 years in 
Council District 13, representing 
great neighborhoods like Glassell 
Park. Most importantly, I learned 
that listening to the people should 
be my top priority, that the best 
ideas for solving problems in our 
neighborhoods aren’t necessarily 
found in City Hall, but out in our 
communities.

I believe that the people of Los 
Angeles have sent a clear message – 
get back to basics. Create jobs and 
solve problems in our 
neighborhoods. Make government 
work better.

Angelenos want their phone 
calls returned. They want libraries 
where they can learn and safe parks 
where they can play. They want City 
Hall to offer a helping hand to small  
business, not a road block.

Together, we made a difference 
in Glassell Park. We started At the 
Park After Dark, which has 
expanded citywide as Summer  
Night Lights. Today, more than 
700,000 youth are served citywide 
and gang crime is down 40% at 32 
citywide locations. We opened a 
new community center. We 
trimmed trees and kept the 
swimming pool open year round. 
And we tore down the gang 
headquarters on Drew Street and 
turned it into a community garden.

There is much more to be done, 
but the 13th District is in good 
hands with Mitch O’Farrell, a 
Glassell Park neighbor who many of 
you have worked with. I will be 
there too, as your Mayor, to keep 
working with you to strengthen 
Glassell Park and all of Los Angeles.
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Reports from the State Capitol

Dear Neighbors,
Much of the discussion at the 

Capitol this time of year settles around 
the budget. I am proud to have authored 
one of the key components of the 
balanced budget solution – Senate Bill 
73 which implements Proposition 39 
overwhelmingly passed by the voters 
last November.

As co-chair of the Proposition 39 
campaign, I’m happy to report that after  
months of public hearings across the 
state, we negotiated an implementation 
agreement with the Governor that is a 
gargantuan victory. We equalized our 
tax code to benefit California 
businesses, creating thousands of jobs 
for the hard-hit construction industry, 
and greening California schools for 
improved student health and 
performance. 

From this deal, Los Angeles Unified 
School District will receive $30 million 
annually for energy savings projects. We 
know that we can increase test scores, 
put more money into classrooms from 
lower energy bills, and help cut down on 
rampant absenteeism with better indoor 
air quality from this type of investment.

I also fought to secure $20.8 
million in the budget for efforts to 
revitalize the Los Angeles State Historic 
Park, part of the ongoing effort to 
expand park space in historically 
underserved communities. These funds 
are integral to leverage more than $80 
million in federal funds from the Army 
Corps of Engineers for the L.A. River 
revitalization projects.

In addition to the budget, I’ve been 
busy on several other key issues. I am 
authoring legislation ranging from 
making hospitals more baby-friendly to 
keeping ammunition out of the hands of 
criminals through background checks. 

If my office can be of any 
assistance, please feel free to contact us 
at  (213) 483-9300. 

Sincerely,

Senator Kevin de León

The summer is off to a great 
start and it’s only getting better.  On 
Saturday June 22nd my office 
partnered with Million Trees L.A. 
and Fuego Tech to give away over 
200 fruit trees.  The event was 
successful and my favorite part was 
being able to meet all neighbors 
from the 51st Assembly District.  It’s 
always a pleasure to meet residents 
of the district and find out where 
they stand on the issues.   Your 
ideas and input are important to me 
when I make decisions on how to 
vote.  Speaking of voting, I am 
happy to let you know that the 
legislature passed a timely budget 
and the Governor has signed it.

  There are still many bills to be 
decided before this year’s session is 
adjourned.  Some of the bills that I 
have authored pertain to healthcare, 
voter education, community 
colleges and domestic violence and 
child abuse prevention. 

I want to take this opportunity 
to extend the services my office 
offers to the community.  Please feel  
free to call us about issues 
pertaining to the DMV, foreclosure 
programs, consumer complaints, 
veteran’s benefits, unemployment 
and disability insurance, state taxes, 
and Medi-Cal and Covered 
California related questions.  Our 
office number is (213) 483-5151.  

I hope to see you at one of the 
many events taking place over the 
summer in the neighborhood and 
wish you a Happy 4th of July! 

California Senate District 22 
letter from
Senator Kevin de León

State Assembly District 51               
message from                        
Assemblymember Jimmy 
Gomez

ALL 

FIREWORKS 
INCLUDING 

“SAFE AND SANE” 
FIREWORKS      

ARE

ILLEGAL 
IN 

LOS ANGELES!
AND ESPECIALLY 

DANGEROUS          
IN OUR AREA! 

Field Deputy Adrian Vazquez

213-483-9300
adrian.vazquez@sen.ca.gov

Sr. Field Representative
Stephanie Romero
213-483-5151
stephanie.romero@asm.ca.gov
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Welcome to our new Councilmembers
A message from our new 
Councilmember Gil 
Cedillo, representing CD1.

A message from our new 
Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, representing 
CD13.

I want to thank all of you for 
your support with my campaign. I 
know I could not have done this 
alone. Now it is time to govern, and 
I intend to do so in a way that will 
make sure everyone’s voice is heard 
and we accomplish what is best for 
the area together.  I want to have a 
strong partnership with all the 
communities of my district because 
good government is one that comes 
from the people. As your 
representative I intend to listen 
before anything else, and work 
together to come up with solutions 
that will make District One #1 in the 
City.

On the campaign trail I learned 
a lot and met many new faces that 
made me aware of all the things that 
still need to get done to move our 
communities forward. The next four 
years I want to focus on building a 
transportation system that will 
create new jobs and improve our 
quality of life. I will work to finally 
clean up our streets and continue to 
clean up our environment. I also 
want to ensure a strong 
collaboration between the 
community and LAPD to ensure 
that our families are safe, and 
restore fire services in our 
communities.

Most importantly my staff and I 
will listen to your concerns and 
ideas to improve the quality of life 
in Glassell Park and throughout the 
1st District. My top priority is to 
have a council staff that will be 
responsive and return your calls and 
emails in a timely manner. 

Together we will be #1 in Los 
Angeles.

As your new Councilmember 
(and a Glassell Park resident of over  
20 years!) I am excited to get 
started on my first day in City Hall. 

I am committed to focusing on 
quality of life issues in my first-term  
in office, especially crime reduction 
and public safety. Under then 
Council President Garcetti’s 
leadership, crime has dropped 60% 
in CD 13, but we can’t stop there. 
Working with the L.A.P.D., all of 
our local associations, and public/
private partnerships, we can fight 
crime not just when it happens, but 
also help stop it before it starts by 
eliminating the factors that lead to 
crime in the first place. 

The success of our small 
businesses will also be at the top of 
my agenda. This means creating 
real reform in City Hall by 
streamlining the regulation and 
business licensing process so that it 
does not become an obstacle to 
economic growth. I am going to 
work to make sure that CD 13 is a 
wonderful, safe place to live and do 
business.

Just as important, we need to 
create an affordable housing plan 
for Los Angeles. With a housing 
shortage looming, we must work 
with all stakeholders involved to 
enact an affordable housing plan 
that addresses workforce housing, 
permanent supportive housing for 
the homeless and our veterans, as 
well as senior housing. 

Know that my door has been 
and will remain always open, and I 
want to hear from you.  Now let’s 
work together to keep CD 13 moving 
forward. 

NEARBY
FIREWORKS 

DISPLAYS
Alhambra
Almansor Park
800 S. Almansor St.
Alhambra, CA 91801
Fireworks begin at 9 p.m.
See the show from anywhere in 
the park. Limited parking
http://www.cityofalhambra.org 
Downtown Los Angeles
4th of July Block Party in Grand 
Park
200 North Grand Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attendance is free, event begins 
at 3 p.m.
http://www.grandparkla.org 
La Crescenta
La Crescenta Elementary School 
Playground
4343 La Crescenta Ave.
La Crescenta-Montrose, CA 
91214-3806
Gates open at 4 p.m., close at 
8:30 p.m.
Event features live music, 
carnival rides, food trucks and a 
fireworks show at 9 p.m.
Tickets are $7 each pre-sale and 
$10 at the gate, Children 2 and 
under are free
http://www.cvfireworks.com 
Pasadena
"Americafest 2013" at Rose Bowl 
Stadium 
1001 Rose Bowl Dr.
Pasadena, CA 91103 
2 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Festival begins outside the 
stadium at 2 p.m.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m., with 
live music and entertainment at 7 
p.m.
Americafest fireworks show 
begins at 9 p.m.
Tickets: $13 each, children 7 and 
under and active Military w/ ID 
are free
Parking: $20
http://www.rosebowlstadium.com 

Council Field Offices are still 
being set up.  For now,  
Contact CD1 through
District Director Conrado 
Terrazas
conrado.terrazas@lacity.org

Council Field Offices are still 
being set up.  For now,  
Contact CD13 at the
Hollywood District Office 
323-957-4500
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Glassell Park 
(per the L.A. Times)

Eagle Rock Brewery 
Beer, food trucks on Fri & Sat nights
Street parking, credit cards OK
3056 Roswell St (between San 
Fernando Road & Delay Dr)
323-257-7866
Wed-Sat 4-10p, Sun 12-6p
www.eaglerockbrewery.com

ERB is almost too good to be 
true, certainly too good to have so few 
seats to enjoy the excellent creations 
of the master brewers on the 
premises.  If you are lucky enough to 
grab a spot at one of the tables or at 
the small bar you will enjoy one of the 
friendliest taverns in all of Los Angeles.  
That is not to mention the beer which 
is bold in names and flavor (Unionist, 
Populist, Solidarity, Revolution etc.).  
The staff at Eagle Rock is more than 
helpful in aiding the novice or the 
aficionado in choosing just the right 
brew for the occasion. The folks are so 
nice you would want to drink their 
beer even if it wasn’t so awesome, but 
it is all of that and then some.  Also 
growlers are available for takeout and 
the vibe inside is quite jovial, especially 
after a pint of the beautiful brews made 
at ERB.

Lemon Poppy Kitchen
(a GPIA member business)
Breakfast, brunch, lunch, coffee
Free Wi-Fi, parking lot, credit cards OK
3324 Verdugo Rd (at Arthur St)
323-739-0012
Mon-Fri 7a-3p, Sat & Sun 8a-3p
http://lemonpoppykitchen.com

In the once drab pod mall at 
Verdugo and Arthur is a sweet little 
spot where locals can find divine, fresh 
baked goods, excellent coffee, the best 
breakfasts in the Northeast and the 
kind of cozy feeling most restaurants 
shoot for but never quite achieve.  
Seven days a week you can choose 
fresh scones, biscuits, coffee cakes, 
brownies, fantastic donut muffins and 
the fabled Planchita, a Romanian 
delicacy that makes for a great meal. 
What the busy kitchen can do with 
eggs and polenta is amazing and the 
lunch fare is equally marvelous.  Lemon 
Poppy is able to make wonderfully 
delicious baked goods and sandwiches 
without being heavy or full of fat. This 
is the kind of place that improves a 
neighborhood with a relaxed 
atmosphere that overcomes the influx 
of foodies from down the hill. Katie, 
Jack and Anca are cool, culinarily gifted 
and make sure the place never has a 
bad day.

Polka
Lunch, dinner, teas & soft drinks
Parking lot
4112 Verdugo Rd (at York Blvd)
323-255-7887
Wed-Sun 11a-9p
www.polkarestaurant.com

Polka is the godfather of Glassell 
Park good restaurants since it has been 
winning fans since 1995 with Polish 
food that is delicious but not heavy.  
Polka has been lauded by big shots like 
Jonathon Gold, Elmer Dils and even 
Huell Howser who gushed and 
increased prices with his glowing 
review.  Although there are new owners 
they are relatives to the charming 
couple who started the cozy little 
restaurant and they kept the small but 
delightful menu the same. Every meal at 
Polka includes a very good bowl of 
soup, a small and unique salad then 
entrees of dishes ranging from kielbasa, 
to klopsy (like Armenia Lula kebob), 
stuffed cabbage, goulash, pierogi  and 
even chicken livers that are quite nice.  
There are deluxe dinners like Hunters 
Stew, roast pork, filet of salmon and the 
triple tasty Krolewski (Royal) that 
offers three delicacies on one plate. 
Even the deluxe dinners price out 
under twenty dollars and the ambience 
is sweetly Polish. 

Sit down restaurants in Glassell Park?
Options for sit down, table service restaurants in Glassell Park are not many.  In fact, if you’re looking for a 

place where a waiter or waitress comes to your table to take your order, you can choose among Denny’s, Polka and 
El Pescador (which is actually on the Cypress Park side of Division).  Even if you’re willing to place your order at a 
counter--or a truck window--the possibilities increase only a little.  But if it’s quality beer you want, we’re 
practically Mecca.  Next issue, our great Mexican/Central American restaurants: El Pescador, La Cocina, La 
Esquina and Tacos La Fonda among others.  Thank you to Glen Creason for supplying the longer reviews below.

Denny’s
Breakfast, lunch, dinner, beer & wine
Parking lot, credit cards OK
3060 N. San Fernando Rd (near 
Fletcher Dr)
323-259-8258
always open
www.dennys.com

It’s easy to forget about Denny’s.  A 
longtime standby coffee shop with a 
reliable menu of diner fare.  Right down 
the street from Eagle Rock Brewery, it’s 
a handy option if the food truck of the 
night isn’t to your taste.

Take out restaurants abound, of 
course, and two that received 

excellent recommendations are: 
Happy Donuts and Yum Yum 

Donuts (for their bagels!).

Verdugo
(a GPIA member business)
Full bar, tap & bottle beers, food 
trucks nightly
Street parking, credit cards OK, large 
patio
3408 Verdugo Rd  (at Avenue 34) 
323-257-3408
Mon-Fri 6p-2a, Sat & Sun 3p-2a
www.verdugobar.com

A neighborhood pioneer that 
arguably is responsible for putting GP 
on the hipster radar.  With a beer 
selection that draws folks from around 
the world, it’s a local gem.
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In memory of our dear friend, GPIA member extraordinaire and 
great booster of all things Glassell Park

Robert E. “Bob” McCarthy

  Gatherings will have less sparkle for want of Bob’s presence.  In his honor, I recommend the Leviathan:  1 oz. brandy
  1/2 oz. sweet vermouth  1/2 oz. orange juice
  Pour all ingredients into a cocktail shaker half-filled with ice cubes. Shake well, strain into a cocktail glass, and serve.    

  I first met Bob on a GPIA event where 

many of us went to a concert at the Ford 

Amphitheater. I don’t recall the year, but 

Joan and Bill Lundy were there so some 

time before 2007. Bob almost always had 

an opinion on a subject and always had an 

interesting story to tell. 

   When I served as President of the GPIA 

in 2009 and 2010 Bob was my toughest 

critic. He really kept me on my toes. Bob 

and Janis were always there to help when 

we needed to do maintenance work on the 

monuments.  I have many fond memories 

from the years being involved with the 

GPIA. Many of the best ones involve Bob, 

and  I am grateful to him for his friendship. 

He will be missed by me and many others.       

Cheers Bob!!!
Bob will be         remembered not only as    

the neighborhood mixologist 
extraordinaire and host of 
wonderful summer garden 

parties but also as a person 
with a rare sense of  humor 

and a wealth of stories   about his foreign                    sojourns.

 We first got to know Bob and                                       Janis over a cocktail after the first                               GPIA anniversary dinner that we attended around 2001. Bob & Janis co-emceed the raffle portion of the evening, and they seemed like fun people worth getting to know better. We soon learned that Bob & Janis not only hosted the raffle; they spent considerable time gathering the prizes and building years-long relationships between local businesses and the GPIA. Bob served on the GPIA board in some capacity, it seems, forever.  You could always count on him to be there at a clean up, a tree planting or tree give away, to support the GPIA and our neighborhood. This worldly man enjoyed a good laugh, recounting colorful stories from his life abroad as an international banker, and mixing the perfect cocktail for friends. Bob, we will miss you, glad we had the pleasure of getting to know you, and are grateful for your friendship and service to Glassell Park.

George Brauckman & 

Mitch O’Farrell

John Geary

Bob, a fine man, a good friend, with a wonderful sense of humour.

Jim Kiehl

  I am not sure where I first met Bob, I know it had something 

to do with a GPIA event, either a meeting, or a dinner, or a 

monument clean up, Bob was at all of these events, giving 

freely of his time. 

He had a great sense of humor and that was only surpassed 

by his ability to tell a great story, possibly of his boyhood in 

South America, or one of his interesting stories about 

London, and other European “Escapades”.

  Lisa and I had the pleasure of attending some of Bob & Janis’ 

awesome “Rooftop” soirées, which included great 

conversation and of course some of the best cocktails 

available in the southland!

  Special people like Bob only come along so often, he’s right 

in there with the best of them in my memories.

  RIP Bob, Lisa and I raise our glasses up high now and then 

and think back fondly on the times we all had together.

Marge Piane

Brian & Lisa 
Frobisher

Alisa Smith

  Dear Bob you will be missed 
here in Glassell Park, where you 
lived since 1992….you were a 
rare find; a boundless sense of 
justice for all, a keen intellect 
that could carry a conversation 
around the world and back, and 
a joie de vivre for us all to 
emulate…thank you for always 
reminding us of what is 
important while we are here; to 
live well, and to enjoy each 
other while we can.  Well done 
Bob, may you rest in peace.  
" " Love, Alisa

Paul McDermott

  Over the years, the GPIA Anniversary Dinner was 
the favorite opportunity for members to meet, 
socialize, celebrate our accomplishments and raise a 
little money.  Before Bob McCarthy came along, the 
fund raising was pretty low key.  We had donated 
raffle prizes.  Later, we added an Auction 
component.  Bob and Janis took charge of getting 
donations. Then Bob agreed to become Auctioneer. 
He made it such fun, people gladly parted with cash 
to hear him comment on the items.  It became a 
highlight of the evening. He made a difference!

Betsy Mines



JULY 2013 GLASSELL PARK IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

10

Congratulations, Elizabeth!

What is the Mayor reading?
Some of us drive around with spare copies of the GPIA News in our cars.  

After all, you never know when a potential new member or otherwise interested 
person might cross your path.  In this case, the interested person was former 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, and the member with spare copies was GPIA 
President Alisa Smith.

Here’s her photo of the former mayor reading the May issue of the “News”!
Similarly, editor Marge Piane gave copies to State Senator Kevin de León and 

Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez when they stopped by the GPIA’s table at the 
Lummis Day event on June 2nd.  That’s why regular reports from both of our 
representatives in Sacramento begin in this issue. 

     GPIA secretary Elizabeth Gallardo received her Masters Degree in Urban and Regional Planning 
from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, on June 15th.

     Already employed by the City’s Department of Transportation, Elizabeth is a real up-and-comer, 
and we’re lucky she has brought her knowledge, energy and enthusiasm to Glassell Park.

   The Van de Kamps Coalition, a 
group of Northeast L.A. 
organizations and individuals, 
recently asked community 
members to speak out against 
the Los Angeles Community 
College District’s decision to 
lease the Van de Kamps campus 
to a charter high school.
   The coalition provided a 
sample letter for interested 
community members to adapt 

and send* for inclusion in the public comments to be 
attached to a new EIR:

Board of Trustees
Los Angeles Community College District
770 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90017

Re: Comments on the “interim use” project at Van de Kamps 
campus - EIR

Dear Board of Trustees:
I am writing to join my fellow neighbors and voters in 

Northeast Los Angeles in our demand that you end the illegal 
use of the $91 million Van de Kamps Community College 
Satellite Buildings for a charter high school and start offering 
community service courses, art, and other courses for adult 
educational purposes as outlined in the 2003 Van de Kamps 
operating plan.  After all, this original economic feasibility 
plan was your justification for spending my tax dollars to 
build the Van de Kamps campus.

Myself and my neighbors, who are charged between 
$100-$200 per year on our tax bills for community college 
services, expect this Board to deliver the services promised to 
give young adults in our communities hope to improve 
themselves. The area around Van de Kamps has numerous 
high schools and no community college campus.  My 
community college taxes should not be paying for a 
politically-favored charter high school.  Does the LACCD 
Board of Trustees listen to its taxpayer/constituents, or 

Richard Riordan/Eli Broad who are represented on the 
current charter school’s board of directors?

 The improving state budget picture shows $3 billion 
more will be received this year than projected by the 
Governor.  The expectation is that a great deal of the surplus 
will be invested in education – as it should.  With signs of 
dramatic improvement of the state’s budget, which was your 
stated reason for failing to open Van de Kamps, why would 
you now consider continuing a 10-year “temporary” charter 
high school lease?  We need you to do your job.

 The recent auto accident at San Fernando/Fletcher, 
where a charter high school student on a bike was severely 
injured illustrates this Board’s reckless behavior in putting a 
charter school at this location without conducting 
environmental studies for safety.  As this student lies in a 
hospital bed recovering from his injuries, I wonder if this had 
to happen if you had conducted proper environmental review 
in 2009 when you hastily gave away our college campus.

 I leave it to others expert in environmental matters to 
comment on EIR technical issues. Put me on the list of people 
to receive all notices of hearing on this project.  

Your name
Address
email address

The Van de Kamps Coalition can be reached at: 
vdkcoalition@gmail.com or through their website: 
http://www.vandekamps.org

* If you support the coalition’s effort, send your 
letter via email to: BarrerAD@email.laccd.edu, 
JustinCL@email.laccd.edu, thayes@webtaha.com, and 
copy vdkcoalition@gmail.com so they can verify that 
your letter is in the final EIR analysis.

!

Van de Kamps Community College campus update
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive our newsletter, invitations 
to our meetings & special events, and the opportunity to participate in our improvement projects.  

The GPIA meets on the third Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at the 
Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage building & 
next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                                

 Senior (60+) ($12)" " "

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR bring the completed form and your check to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  Designed and edited by 
Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.  
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com

ADVERTISE 
in the 

GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to over 300 households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be targeted to consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--single 
issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & white.  

For example, your black & white, business card-sized ad will 
run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.                                                            

Email us at gpiaNews90065@gmail.com to request a 
rate sheet.

Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

Please support 
our member 
businesses:
•Sunny Brite Cleaners
•The Verdugo Bar
•Lemon Poppy Kitchen
•Avenue 26 Small            
Animal Hospital
•Verdugo Hardware

A Few Handy Phone Numbers:

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381

Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200
Graffiti removal            800-675-4357

LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD
Poison Control            800-876-4766
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381

Restraining Order      213-974-5587
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489

Tree Trimming           800-996-2489
Water & Power            800-342-5397
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1
For all city services, call  3-1-1

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.-- Margaret Mead
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Council Field Offices

Council District 1
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13
Mitch O’Farrell

(Hollywood District Office)

5500 Hollywood Blvd

L.A., CA 90028

323-957-4500

Council District 14
José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

Neighborhood information at hand: Upcoming Events        
                                            
July 4
Independence Day, see pg 7 for a list 
of nearby public fireworks displays
July 5 & August 1
Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Fest 
12noon, Old Zoo, “Macbeth” 7/5 & 
“As You LIke It” 8/1
July 6
L.A. Ballet in Grand Park, free, 
7:30pm, 200 N. Grand (downtown)
July 13 & August 10
NELA Art Walk, go to http://
nelaart.org
July 15-26
DineLA restaurant week, go to 
www.discoverlosangeles.com/dinela-
los-angeles-restaurant-week
July 20
Montrose Artwalk, 9am-4pm, along 
Honolulu Blvd.
July 25
5th Annual Senior Lead Officer 
Summit, 6-8pm, The Greek Theatre

Glassell Park Improvement Association
P.O. Box 65881
Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Taking pride in our community since 1968

GPIA Board Members

President

Alisa Smith

Vice President

Janis McCarthy

Treasurer

Jim Kiehl
Secretary

Elizabeth Gallardo

Improvement Chair

Joan Potter

Area rep #1

John Geary

Area rep #2

Mark Quiroz

Area rep #3

Brian Frobisher


