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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               

Thursday, Sept. 13th, at 7pm 

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

 The Community Center is located 

behind the Public Storage building.  

The parking lot entrance is on 

Verdugo Road between the Public 

Storage building and the Glassell 

Park Recreation Center.

NEWS
 GLASSELL PARK

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER 2018

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 9/13/18 

The GPIA meets on 
Thursday, 

September 13th,     
at 7pm.   

At this meeting, our 
topic will be

Housing, 
Homelessness 

&                   
How we can 

Help
Discussion and Q&A 

with: 
Donald Holt,                                 

Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority 
Monica Alcaraz, 
Exodus Recovery           

and others to be named
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✓ Call for free in-home pickup of bulky items in CD1
Council District 1 offers in-home bulky item pickup.  To schedule a crew to 

remove bulky items from your home (at no charge to you), call the 24-hour 
customer care center at 800-773-2489.  The in-home pickup is a pilot program only 
available to residents of CD1, and can only be scheduled by phone.

✓ Mosquitoes much worse this year
The aedes mosquitoes that started showing up in 2010 have fully infested 

Southern California.  Both aedes aegypti & aedes albopictus not only breed in tiny 
amounts of water, but they are aggressive biters during daylight hours.  Any amount 
of standing water is sufficient for aedes to hatch.  In California, it’s illegal to ignore a 
source of mosquitoes on your property, and you can be fined up to $1,000 a day for 
refusing to fix the problem.  To submit a request for a vector control team to inspect 
your property for standing water, go to: https://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/
service-request-form/

✓ LAPD announces expanded online crime reporting
 The LAPD will now accept reports of crimes including Harassing Phone Calls, 

Lost Property, Theft from Vehicle and Vandalism.  Such reports will immediately 
receive a temporary report number and a printable copy of the report.  For details 
and more information go to: http://www.lapdonline.org/home/content_basic_view/
60409

✓ Deadly chicken disease in Southern California
Virulent Newcastle Disease (VND), a contagious disease of birds that is often 

deadly to chickens, has been found in Southern California.  It is rare that people are 
infected and symptoms usually resolve without medical treatment.  Birds that are 
infected may have any of a variety of symptoms.  Go to www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/
Animal_Health/Newcastel_Disease_Info.html for information, or call the sick bird 
hotline at 866-922-2473

✓ Glassell Park has “fairly clean” air
According to a USC study that compared air pollution in Los Angeles 

communities, Glassell Park ranks 194 among 251 communities with Chinatown at 
#1 for most hours of unhealthy air and Altadena at #251 for fewest.  For the study, 
readings of microscopic particulate matter were taken hourly from November 2016 
to October 2017.  As would be expected, freeway proximity was cited as one cause 
of higher levels of particulates.

✓ CD14 sheds light on the GPIA’s North monument
Councilmember Jose Huizar and our CD14 Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio took 

action to repair the fixture that illuminates the Glassell Park entrance monument in 
the median of Eagle Rock Boulevard at Lincoln Avenue.

✓ CD1 to improve GP Community & Senior Center
According to CD1 Field Deputy Sylvia Robledo, Councilmember Gil Cedillo has 

allocated $50,000 to make improvements to the Glassell Park Community & Senior 
Center.  Tenants of the center include CD1’s Field Office, Dept. of Recreation & Park 
satellite office, Glassell Park Seniors Club, the Glassell Park Neighborhood Council 
and the GPIA.  Come to the General Membership meeting on September 13th to 
get a “before” look at the center. 

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?

“Ask your Neighborhood Prosecutor!”
Gabrielle Taylor, our Neighborhood Prosecutor from the City Attorney’s 
office, will do her best to answer your questions about neighborhood 

issues that effect our quality of life in Glassell Park.  
Send your question to:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com. 

LETTER 
FROM
GPIA 

PRESIDENT 
RICK 

BOLTON
During the heat of August, the GPIA 

pulled off yet another successful National 
Night Out event. An estimated 3,000 
people attended, eating hot dogs, talking 
to community representatives, learning 
about ways to get involved and – for kids 
– getting familiar with large trucks. This 
event was supported by many 
neighborhood councils of Northeast Los 
Angeles, community organizations, 
elected officials and their staffs, and the 
Department of Recreation and Parks. 
Special thanks go out to the GPIA’s 
organizing committee along with Ramon 
Bernal from the Department of 
Recreation and Parks, the Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council, the offices of 
Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo and 
Councilmember Gil Cedillo. This event 
literally would not have happened 
without them.  (Please go to page 4 for 
photos of the event and a full list of 
sponsors and participants.) 

Instead of our regular September 
general membership meeting, we will be 
hosting a special community forum on 
the subject of homelessness. Donald Holt 
from the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority, Monica Alcaraz from Exodus 
Recovery, and other speakers will be 
joining us, and there will be plenty of 
time for questions and answers. Come 
learn about the ways in which Glassell 
Park can help! 

Our SLOW DOWN campaign is 
growing. You’ve likely seen our signs 
throughout GP – we’ve distributed 
almost 100! We are now looking for ways 
to sustain and expand this program. Is 
there a problem intersection near you? 
Would you like one of our SLOW DOWN 
signs for your front yard? Just email me 
at gpia.rickbolton@gmail.com. 

Saturday, October 20th, marks the 
50th anniversary of the GPIA! We will be 
having a members-only party that 
evening. Make sure that your 
membership is up-to-date so that you 
don’t miss the invite. Come celebrate the 
good work of the GPIA with neighbors 
and GPIA volunteers.  

Thank you,                                          
 Rick
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¡Favor de leer la carta de 
el Presidente de GPIA 

abajo! 

City Council votes to fund more tree maintenance

ARC’s LA River Workshop, October 13th at Van de Kamp

Members, please watch the     

mail for your invitation to our                    

Fif"ieth Anniversary 

celebration!

GPNC & GCPNC will host Homelessness Town Hall meeting

The Alliance of River Communities, a collective of 
sixteen Neighborhood Councils located along, or 
adjacent to, the L.A. River in the Northeast, will host 
a LA River Workshop on Saturday, October 13th, at 
10am in the main building of the refurbished Van de 
Kamp Bakery in Glassell Park.  Co-sponsors of this 
event will be participating Neighborhood Councils, 
Preserve LA and the Van De Kamp Community Training Facility. 

This workshop will review the history of the LA River, look at the LA 
River Revitalization Master Plan (2007), and changes to, and 
gentrification of, the area. There will also be a discussion on the 
expected impacts of the Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District. 

A light breakfast and lunch will be provided.  Free parking on site 
via driveway entrance off San Fernando Road.  Space is limited.  Please 
RSVP to hxschpak@gmail.com and go to ARC on Facebook for updates.

3rd Annual Glassell Park Hallowe’en Festival
The Dept. of Recreation & Parks will, once again, 

host a Hallowe’en community festival at Rio de Los 
Angeles State Park  This year’s theme will be Dia de los 
Muertos and activities will include arts & crafts, 
costume contests, a photo booth, and—new this year
—“Trunk or Treat”-ing.   The GPIA will be there with 
Day of the Dead designs to color and turn into buttons 
with our hugely popular badge-making machine.  The 
park is located at 1900 N. San Fernando Road in 
Glassell Park.  Check the GPIA website for info: www.gpia.org.

The LA City Council allocated funds to the Bureau of Street Services 
Urban Forestry Division (UFD).  The appropriation will add 44 jobs to 
the division and will cover such services as removing dead trees, 
planting new trees, watering recently planted trees and proactively 
protecting existing trees.  The Council also instructed the UFD to 
develop a hiring plan to execute the City’s tree-trimming program using 
city forces and eliminating the use of private contractors.

In a joint effort to shed light on an issue that effects us all, the 
Glassell Park Neighborhood Council and the Greater Cypress Park 
Neighborhood Council will host a community forum on homelessness 
that will involve speakers and afford those in attendance to voice their 
perspectives and suggestions.  The event will take place in October, and 
details will be posted on the GPNC’s Facebook page and website.

Saludos, 
Durante el calor de Agosto, el GPIA 

hizo possible otro evento annual de 
Nationa Night Out. Se estima que 
estubieron presente alrededor de 3,000 
invitados. Comieron perros calientes, 
platicaron y conocieron a representantes 
de la comunidad, aprendieron maneras de 
como involucrarse, y para los ninos, 
pudieron explorar varias trocas grandes. 
Este evento fue patrocinado por varias 
organizaciones de diferentes areas del 
Noreste de Los Angeles y el Departamento 
de Recreaciones de los Parques. Unas 
gracias en special son para las siguientes 
personas, El Comite Organizador del GPIA, 
Ramon Bernal de el Departamento de 
Recreacion del los Parques, Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council, la Oficina de la 
Asambleista, Wendy Carillo, y la Oficina de 
el Miembro de Consejo, Gil Cedillo. Este 
evento no hubiera sido possible sin ellos. 
(Por favor vayan a la pagina 4 para ver 
fotos del evento y la lista completea de 
todos los patrocinadores y participantes.) 

En otro tema, nuestra junta para la 
comunidad de Septiembre no sera una 
junta regular. Vamos a patrocinar un Foro 
Comunitario en el tema de las personas sin 
hogares. Tendremos representantes como 
Donald Holt de Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority y Monica Alcaraz de el 
programa, Exodus Recovery. Abra bastante 
tiempo para preguntar preguntas y 
conversar de el tema. Vengan  a aprender 
de las diferentes maneras en que nuestra 
comunindad de Glassell Park puede 
ayudar! 

Nuestra campańa de SLOW DOWN 
esta creciendo. Usted probablemente a 
visto nuetros  seńales alrededor de la 
comunidad. Hemos distribuido casi 100 
senales! Ahora estamos buscando maneras 
de sostener y expander este programa. Ay 
algun problema en una interseccion en su 
calle? Le gustaria obtener uno de nuestros 
seńales de SLOW DOWN (Vaya mas 
Despacio) para su yarda? Mandeme un 
correo electronico a 
gpia.rickbolton@gmail.com 

El Sabado, 20 de Octubre del 2018 
sera el 50 aniversario de nuestra 
asociacion GPIA! Tendremos una FIESTA 
esa noche que sera para miembros 
solamente. Asegurese que este registrado 
como miembro con nosotros y que su 
membrecia este al corriente para que 
reciba la Invitacion a la celebracion. 

Vengan a celebrar el buen trabajo del 
GPIA con sus vecinos y voluntarios! 

Gracias, 
Rick.
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NELA’s 
National Night Out                
draws neighbors to 

Rio de Los Angeles State Park

The Glassell Park Improvement Association was 
proud to spearhead the organizing of NELA’s 
National Night Out.  The event took place at Rio de 
Los Angeles State Park on August 7th and brought 
an estimated 3,000 neighbors to the park despite 
the triple-digit heat.   

The park’s splash pad centered a kids’ area that 
included inflatable jumpers and a video game truck.  
Erentreich Printing was back with their mobile 
silkscreening setup and the line to have clothing 
printed stayed steady throughout the evening.  As 
always, the Touch-a-Truck area was popular with 
kids and parents.  Over 65 resource booths provided 
arts & crafts and giveaways of goodies as well as 
useful information.  The Dodgers Alumni hosted a 
read-along to support the library’s programs.   

And, of course, there was food!  The madres of 
Los Padres Voluntarios de Juntos Park worked the 
grill and served hot dogs, potato chips, cookies and 
aguas frescas to the crowd.   

The GPIA and Department of Recreation & 
Parks wish to thank their co-sponsors:  the 
Neighborhood Councils of Glassell Park, Greater 
Cypress Park and Historic Highland Park; the 
offices of Council members Gil Cedillo (CD1) and 
Jose Huizar (CD14), and Assemblymember Wendy 
Carrillo; state and local services LADWP, LA 
Sanitation, LAFD, LAPD (especially our Northeast 

station), CHP, LA Parks, CalTrans, LA Dept. of 
Street Services, LA County library (and their MaKo 
truck), Santa Monica Mountains National 
Recreation Area/National Park Service (and their 
LA Ranger Troca); and local businesses and 
organizations who work in the community 
including Youth Film Productions, LA Road Thrift 
Store, El Centro del Pueblo, Universal Waste 
Systems, the Mt. Washington Homeowners 
Alliance, the Uptown Gay & Lesbian Alliance, 
Forest Lawn, Super King market/Hoffy and 
Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles.  Live music was 
provided by Funky AF, Elija Blu and Giving Music. 

A few volunteers and participants must be 
singled out in recognition of their hard work and 
contributions to the event.  They are:  Molly Taylor, 
Ramon Bernal, Eric Tallman, Marge Piane, Karin 
Davalos, David Calvo, Ash Kramer, Alfonso Ruiz-
Delgado, Clarissa Márquez-Casillas, Jose 
Rodriguez, Sylvia Robledo, SLO Louis Reyes and 
Brian Frobisher.  The Franklin High School football 
team arrived in uniform, ready to do the heavy 
lifting.  They were in constant demand. 

And finally, thank you to Congressman Jimmy 
Gomez who attended, mingled and kept up his 
streak of coming to all of Glassell Park’s four annual 
National Night Out events.   

See you next year! 
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Dear neighbor, 
California has long set an 

example for the world to follow and 
during this past legislative session, 
we’ve again proven that progressive 
values put into action can improve 
the human condition for all. 

Last year, I authored Senate 
Bill 5, “The California Drought, 
Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection, and Outdoor Access for 
All Act of 2018” to confront the 
challenges facing our natural 
resources and water supply. With 
more than 2/3s support in the 
Legislature, SB5 became Prop 68, 
which California voters 
overwhelmingly approved into law 
this past June. The passage of this 
measure will now allow for $4.1 
billion towards improving smaller 
neighborhood parks, cleaning up 
our polluted riverbanks, and 
significant investment for the Los 
Angeles River. 

With one of the hottest 
summers on record here in Los 
Angeles and the unprecedented 
amount of fires continuing to 
devastate our state, it’s time to 
address the undeniable evidence of 
a changing climate. Since I passed 
Senate Bill 350 in 2016, setting a 
goal of 50% renewable energy 
production for California by 2030; 
we’ve seen incredible economic and 
technological breakthroughs that 
have redefined what is possible.  

That’s why I’m authoring SB 
100 this year to put California on a 
path to 100% clean energy by 2045 
because we must continue to lead 
the world on environmental policy 
and green job creation. With your 
help, we will no doubt push this 
landmark piece of legislation across 
the finish line. 

California Assembly District 51               
report from 
Assemblymember  
Wendy Carrillo 

Field Office 
1910 W. Sunset Blvd. #810, LA 90026 
213-483-5151 
http://a51.asmdc.org

California Senate District 24 
report from 
State Senator                
Kevin de León 

Dear neighbor, 
On December 18, 2017, 

Jeanette Acosta passed away after a 
year-long battle with cervical 
cancer. She was 32-years-old. 

Jeanette had a promising 
future ahead of her. Among her 
numerous accomplishments, she 
led a scholarship fund for low-
income students at USC where she 
graduated cum laude as a 
Presidential Scholar. She was also a 
Fulbright Scholar, attended 
Harvard University’s John F. 
Kennedy School of Government, 
and pursued a law degree as a Tony 
Patino Fellow at UC Hastings 
College of the Law. 

I had the privilege of meeting 
Jeanette while she was interning 
with The White House Domestic 
Policy Council's Immigration 
Policy team. She was a warm and 
caring person, dedicated to 
advocating for women from all 
walks of life. Jeanette also urged 
young women to take advantage of 
preventive, life-saving cancer 
screenings. 

I can’t think of a better way to 
honor her memory than securing 
healthy outcomes for women 
across the country. That’s why I 
named the Jeanette Acosta Invest 
in Women’s Health Act after her. 
My new bill would expand life-
saving preventative services, 
increase funding for health clinics, 
and improve training for treating 
low-income women and women of 
color. 

I know her family and friends 
miss her dearly, but I think we all 
can take comfort in knowing that 
even after her passing, Jeanette 
continues to touch the lives of 
people everywhere. 

Reports from the U.S. and State Capitols

Field Office 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
http://sd24.senate.ca.gov/

Dear neighbors, 
August marks the end of the 

legislative session. I am proud to 
have authored a diverse suite of 
bills that create jobs for veterans, 
small businesses, social enterprises 
and women in construction, as well 
ensuring communities in urban 
and rural areas across our state 
have access to state parks and 
beaches. When I was elected in 
December, I made it my priority to 
focus on healthcare, women’s 
rights, education, job creation, 
immigration, the environment and 
affordable housing. Fast forward to 
today, nine of my bills are headed 
to the Senate Floor for a vote. It’s 
an honor to serve the 51st 
Assembly District, and I am excited 
to keep pushing our district-
focused agenda all the way to the 
Governor’s Desk. 

In August, we had a great time 
partaking in the Northeast Los 
Angeles National Night Out – a 
successful event for our 
community. It is a pleasure getting 
to know our neighbors, fostering 
greater bonds and advancing 
public safety. We hope to see you at 
next year’s National Night Out, and 
thank you to the Glassell Park 
Improvement Association for 
putting on this wonderful event! 

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our Glassell Park 
representative, Alfonso Ruiz-
Delgado, at alfonso.ruiz-
delgado@asm.ca.gov. 

In service,  
Wendy Carrillo 
Assemblymember, 51st District

U.S. Congressional District  34 
report from       
Congressman Jimmy 
Gomez 

Field Deputy Roberto Gama 
350 S. Bixel St., Suite 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
congressman.gomez@mail.house.gov
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Mayor Eric Garcetti announced, 
alongside his Student Advisory 
Council on Gun Violence in Schools 
& Communities, that Los Angeles 
will join the March For Our Lives 
youth in their effort to organize a 
national voter registration day in 
September.  

“Young people in Los Angeles 
and across America are showing 
incredible leadership in confronting 
gun violence,” said Mayor Garcetti. 
“I am inspired by their commitment 
to improving our country and the 
democratic process, and proud that 
L.A. will lead in making it easier for 
our youth to register, vote, and have 
their say in the future direction of 
our country." 

With the announcement, L.A. 
became the first city in America to 
commit to voter registration on 
public high school and community 
college campuses before the 
November elections. The initiative is 
the product of a partnership between 
Mayor Garcetti, California Secretary 
of State Alex Padilla, March For Our 
Lives, the Los Angeles Community 
College District (LACCD) and Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
(LAUSD). 

Mayor Garcetti tasked his newly-
formed Student Advisory Council on 
Gun Violence in Schools & 
Communities — which grew from a 
meeting he hosted with local 
teenagers after the massacre in 
Parkland, Florida — with developing 
a campaign to reach young 
Angelenos and encourage pre-
registration and civic engagement. 
The Mayor and March For Our Lives 
also called on mayors throughout 
California and across the country to 
take action to sign up more voters at 
their local high schools and 
community colleges.

City of Los Angeles report from 
Sonnie Martinez,               
East Area Representative for 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 

Sonnie Martinez, East Area Rep. 
200 N. Spring Street, LA 90012 
213-978-0812 
sonnie.martinez@lacity.org

Supervisor and Mayor’s reports

Greetings to the Glassell 
Park community.  

I am always excited and 
honored to speak to my 
constituents.  I congratulate the 
Glassell Park Improvement 
Association for reaching an 
important milestone: the 
celebration of its 50th 
Anniversary.  

Since 1968, the GPIA has 
worked tirelessly on behalf of all 
community stakeholders and has 
dedicated itself to improve and 
enrich the quality of life for all 
residents of the incredibly 
diverse community of Glassell 
Park.  From community 
meetings, to neighborhood 
resource fairs, to community 
clean-ups, the GPIA and its 
dedicated members have 
selflessly donated their time to 
help their fellow neighbors.  In 
doing so, the GPIA has served as 
an excellent example of what 
community-based organizations 
can accomplish with dedication 
and hard work. 

I am proud to support the 
GPIA in its upcoming 50th 
Anniversary celebration on 
October 20th in Marsh Park.  In 
addition to advocating alongside 
my office on many key 
community issues, the GPIA has 
a unique approach to community 
engagement that serves as a 
standard for other organizations.  

I believe helping and 
supporting groups like the GPIA 
will empower local residents and 
will strengthen our overall 
efforts in community outreach.

Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors from First District  
County Supervisor       
Hilda L. Solis 

Office of Supervisor Hilda L. Solis 
HOA, 500 W. Temple St., LA 90012 
213-974-4111 
FirstDistrict@bos.lacounty.gov

Glassell Rec Center opens new 
playground

Local kids were happy to 
inaugurate the new, interactive 
playground at the Glassell Rec 
Center on Saturday, August 10th.   

Games, slides, swings, tunnels, 
musical instruments, climbing nets 
and a sand box are all surrounded by 
colorful soft-surface flooring and the 
center “fort” has a shade structure. 

On hand to cut the ribbon were 
Ramon Barajas and Javier Solis from 
the Dept. of Recreation and Parks 
who managed the project, Sylvia 

Robledo from the 
office of 
Councilmember 
Gil Cedillo (CD1), 
Arlene Cordova 
of the Glassell 
Recreation 
Center and 
BONC member 
Maggie Darett 
Quiroz.
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City Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
lucy.aparicio@lacity.org

CD 1 is proud to announce the 
inauguration of the new 
playground equipment at the 
Glassell Park Recreation Center.  
We want to thank the partnership 
with the community and the 
Department of Recreation and 
Parks for working toward 
providing services for our youth! 

We worked hard to include 
money in the budget for 
improvements for the Glassell 
Park Senior Center as stated in the 
previous article.  We received 
many request from community 
members and seniors for new 
flooring.  If we have any funds left 
over please let us know your 
suggestions for any new 
improvements at 323 550 1538. 

Councilmember Cedillo is 
excited to announce the lineup for 
the 5th Annual Latin Jazz & Music 
Festival at Sycamore Grove Park. 
This year’s event takes place on 
Saturday, September 29 and 
Sunday, September 30. Sunday’s 
line up is all women. The annual 
event includes live music, food 
trucks, informational and vendor 
booths and a beer and wine 
garden. Our special MC is Richard 
Montoya from Culture Clash. If 
you’d like a booth or for parking 
information please call 
(323)550-1538 or visit: 
www.GilCedillo.com. 

Please continue to Keep it 
Clean and report any bulky items 
to 311.  We are working together in 
partnership with you to improve 
the quality of life for our 
community. 

Hello Glassell Park, 
I want to start by thanking the 

Glassell Park Improvement 
Association for their ongoing 
community cleanups, initiatives, and 
events. In August my office was happy 
to join them at the 2018 National 
Night Out event at Rio de Los Angeles 
State Park. It was a wonderful time for 
the entire Northeast Los Angeles 
community in attendance. We will also 
be collaborating with the GPIA on the 
next community Flash Cleanup 
scheduled for Saturday, September 22, 
on Verdugo Road at Rodrick Road, 
please join us!   

My Clean Communities Initiative 
also continues, providing additional 
contracted services from the local non-
profit group the Fuego Tech Rangers. 
We are committed to keeping our 
streets clean by removing graffiti, 
cleaning up problem locations, 
removing bulky items, picking up 
trash, and maintaining our parkways 
and sidewalks. If you know a location 
which can benefit from these services 
please report it to my office. We also 
encourage residents to utilize the 
Monthly Bulky Item Bin placed in the 
parking lot at Eagle Rock City Hall 
every 4th Saturday of the month. 
Residents can also access any of Los 
Angeles’ City services by dialing 3-1-1, 
using the MyLA311 mobile app, or by 
visiting MyLA311.lacity.org.    

If you have any questions, please 
contact my Glassell Park Field Deputy 
Lucy Aparicio at 
lucy.aparicio@lacity.org or 
323-254-5295. You can also signup to 
receive my newsletter at 
josehuizar.com for further community 
updates. 

Sincerely, 
José Huizar 
Councilmember, 14th District

Friends, 
Since taking office in 2013, I have 

been working on short and long term 
solutions to address displacement, 
build more affordable housing units, 
and establish policy that will result in 
enough housing to meet current and 
future needs in our city. 

Meanwhile, I want you to know 
there are reliable, qualified resources 
available to assist those facing 
eviction or dealing with substandard 
living conditions. I’m hearing some 
renters are being urged to stop paying 
rent when they have a grievance with 
their landlord. Unfortunately, 
following this bad advice is legal 
grounds for eviction. 

The Los Angeles Housing 
and Community Investment 
Department (HCIDLA) offers 
services and resources to renters to 
ensure their rights are protected, as 
well as investigate whether they’re 
living under safe conditions. For more 
information, see the HCIDLA website. 
The information is available in several 
languages. 

People Assisting the 
Homeless (PATH) offers a variety 
of services including homelessness 
prevention, housing navigation, 
interim housing, rapid rehousing, and 
permanent supportive housing. For 
more information, please visit the 
PATH website. 

I also want to share some 
information on my own website, 
which details the work we have been 
doing together to increase our 
affordable housing stock in the city. 
Please take a look, and contact a 
member of my staff if you have any 
questions. You can reach my office by 
calling 213-473-7013. 

Kind regards, 
MITCH O’FARRELL

Council Deputy Sylvia Robledo 
3750 N. Verdugo Rd., LA 90065 
323-550-1538 
sylvia.robledo@lacity.org
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Friends of Walnut Canyon committee

    Have you seen the little butterflies swirling upward 
among the California Walnut Trees? They are the 
Marine Blue (Leptotes marina), one of the smallest 
butterflies in North America.  Their most distinctive 
feature is the underside of the wings. When  seen 
folded upward together, they are light brown with a 
pattern of bold, white wiggly lines resembling a 
maze. The upper wing surface, which is seen when 
the wings are open flat is metallic brown with 
iridescent violet-blue color at the base where they 

attach to the thorax. The forewing is about ½ inch long from base to wing tip. 

Marine Blue                                                         by Susan Streaser

1. Be aware that school zone 
speed limits may vary in hours 
and speeds. Be sure to follow the 
posted limits.  

2. Slow down in residential 
areas. Watch for children crossing 
the street and congregating near 
bus stops.  

3. Do not pass a school bus 
that is stopped to load or unload 
children. Traffic in both 
directions on undivided highways 
must stop when students are 
entering or exiting a school bus 
(the red flashing lights and 
extended stop sign arms are your 
cue to stop). On a divided 
roadway, all traffic behind the 
school bus must stop.  

4. The area 10 feet around a 
school bus is where children are 
in the most danger of being hit. 
Children in the area of their bus 
are usually comfortable with their 
surroundings and likely to take 
risks, ignore hazards, or fail to 
look both ways when crossing the 
street.  

5. Always stop when directed 
to do so by a school patrol sign, 
officer, or designated crossing 
guard.  

For more, check out the 
National Safety Council's Back to 
School Safety Checklist: https://
bit.ly/2KIPh8T. 

Safe driving near schools
      Good news for Walnut Canyon – 
Prop 68 passed over the summer!  It is 
critical to help fund the purchase of 
Walnut Canyon and we’re hopeful that 
with strong community support, we 
can convince government leaders our 
precious canyon is worth preserving!  
Renowned Biologist, Mickey Long, has 
helped several community 
organizations preserve greenspace and 
is convinced Walnut Canyon should 
also be saved.  Mr. Long served as Field 

Biologist and Natural Areas Administrator for LA County Department of 
Parks & Recreation for over 35 years.  He recently volunteered his time and 
walked the canyon with several Friends of Walnut Canyon members.  Mr. 
Long has written a report in support of preserving Walnut Canyon.  Here’s an 
excerpt: 

The woodlands look very healthy 
and strong, fully leafed out even 
during the current 5+ years of drought 
locally.  Evidence of good reproduction 
and recruitment exists with numerous 
young walnut seedlings and saplings 
throughout the grasslands….  Such 
woodlands are significant, having 
become very scarce now in the Los 
Angeles basin and are protected at the 
City, County and State level.  The site is 
proposed for development of 32 homes 
and the Draft EIR for the project (December 2016) states that there are 218 
trees on the ABODE property, 168 of those are protected trees (160 Southern 
California Black Walnuts, 7 Coast Live Oaks and 1 Western Sycamore).  
Further, "Implementation of The Project would result in the removal of 129 
protected trees and 39 significant trees." This is a highly significant loss to 
the woodland habitat of this entire hillside ecosystem. 

As of press time the City has not yet released the Final Environmental 
Impact Report (FEIR) for ABODE.  When it’s released, Friends of Walnut 
Canyon will alert the community and host a meeting to share your concerns 
with officials, as well as show your support for our preservation efforts.  

Please email us photos of you with your family, friends or pets enjoying 
Walnut Canyon!  The main trail can be accessed at the end of Haverhill, 
Sundown or Brilliant Drive.  And be sure to check out the new little lending 
library for children at the Brilliant Drive entrance, courtesy of FOWC 
members, Neil and Stephanie Sadler. 

Visit www.GPIA.org to stay informed, or join our email list: 
FriendsOfWalnutCanyon@gmail.com 

“In Northeast
Los Angeles

for Good”

Uptown
Gay & Lesbian

Alliance

UGLA.org
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We got off to a rocky start.  CD 13’s Clean Team leader was not at 
work on August 18th, and it looked like we would have no help and a 
bin sitting empty. Someone had dumped a large amount of metal 
racks in the CD 1 bin and it was 1/3 full before the start of the clean-
up.  LA Conservation Corps tried to set up shop in the parking lot of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church rather than on the street of Avenue 
33. CD 1’s team leader called in a scrap metal collector to get much of 
the metal out of the bin. We got the LA Conservation Corps set up on 
the street. Then CD 13’s substitute team leader got caught up with us 
and worked down the bulky items in CD 13. 

We got Verdugo and York cleaned up and weeds removed, storm 
drains cleaned and trash down at the freeway ramp on Verdugo 
cleaned up. Once the Verdugo Village operation finished up about 
9:30am, we checked in with electronics recycling and CD 1’s Clean 
Team. The electronics were coming in slowly. We checked in with CD 
13 and started finding dumped TVs. We took the electronics and left 
the bulky items for CD 13’s team to handle. We ended up with a truck 
load of e-waste which brought us from a poor event to a fairly decent 
event according to the LA Conservation Corps. 

We transitioned to tree watering at the Eagle Rock Blvd. median 
from Avenue 35 to 36 and at the early education center. With the help 
of CD1’s team, all the trees got a good drink of water. 

30 locations identified for pick-ups, 38 total volunteers involved—
a new record for Flash Clean-ups—and 3 bins filled.  

We thank LA Conservation Corps for the e-waste recycling their 
work with CD 1 and CD 13. Thanks to CD 14’s Lucy Aparicio for her 
efforts on coordinating with her clean team from Fuego Tech to get 
her bin and get it filled.  Thanks to CD 1 and CD 13 for each supplying 
a bin and their clean teams that each filled their respective bins. 

Thanks to all for participating. 

FLASH
CLEANUP!

2018 schedule:

GP
IA

September 22 
Freeway Underpass & Verdugo 
median, 8:00 am, Verdugo Road 
at Roderick Road 
October 20 
San Fernando Road, 8:00 am, 
San Fernando Rd. at 2 Freeway 
November 17 
North Glassell Park Monument    
8:00 am, Eagle Rock Boulevard 
median at Lincoln Av near York 

Join the Flash Cleanup team! 
Go to www.gpia.org 
or email Jim Kiehl at 
jekiehl@earthlink.net

     We called in some graffiti on the walls of the 
steps, and CD1 got it removed before the July 
21st cleanup.  Further, our Flash Cleanup! 
banner announcing the cleanup was placed at 
the site prior to the event, and it was not tagged 
either!  We had fourteen volunteers including 
the CD1 “Clean Team” from the LA Conservation 
Corps.  We got the steps swept, debris removed 
from both the upper and lower cul-de-sacs, 

removed trash from the banks on both sides and cleaned out the 
storm drain at the base of the steps. 

Once we finished with the regular cleanup, the “Clean Team” 
joined us to work on the parking lot of the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center where CD1 has a field office.  The planter beds were 
quite choked with dead plant material.  Also, the drains in the back of 
the lot were blocked.  Between the cleanup and the Community Center 
work, the truck was totally filled with debris. 

     Finally, the team helped water the at-risk trees in the median of 
Eagle Rock Boulevard between Avenue 
35 and Avenue 36 as well as those by 
Glassell Park Elementary School.  
Thanks to Eagle Rock Boulevard 
neighbor, Brian, who let us use his water 
to help the trees, and thanks to all the 
volunteers for their help at the event 
including delivering a gate clicker to let 
us into the Community Center lot.

All 3 Council Districts at August Cleanup!         by Jim Kiehl

Crestmoore Steps Flash Cleanup!                       by Jim Kiehl

Photos by       
Jim Kiehl
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Glassell Park Neighborhood Council works for you!  Attend a meeting, join a committee!
The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council 

represents the stakeholders of Glassell Park, and 
makes recommendations to the Los Angeles City 
Council based on community input.  They speak on 
your behalf, so it makes sense to let them know your 
concerns, suggestions and opinions.   

There are Board meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month that are open to everyone and welcome 
“public comment”.  There are a number of committees 
as well, and they meet either regularly, as with 
Planning & Land Use; or as needed, as with Bylaws or 
Grants & Funding.  At this time, there are open seats 
on the Board for certain Area Reps, and on all the 
committees.  Per the GPNC website, the committees 
are:  Executive (GPNC officers), Planning & Land Use 

(PLUC), Bylaws, Outreach, Public Arts, Website & 
Internet Technology (WIT) and Grants & Funding.  
Anyone interested in joining the Board or a 
committee, can email the GPNC through their 
website:  www. glassellparknc.org. 

All neighborhood councils work with an annual 
budget allocated by the Mayor for the Fiscal Year.  
This year, the GPNC will have $42,000 to spend on 
such categories as Operations, Outreach, 
Neighborhood Purpose Grants, Community 
Improvement Projects and, for 2019, Elections.  
Information about neighborhood councils can be 
found online at www.empowerla.org, and information 
on the Glassell Park Neighborhood Council can be 
found on their website: www.glassellparknc.org. 
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JOIN the GPIA!
Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Senior (60+) ($12)

 Business membership ($25) 
(includes one free 2x3.5” ad)

 Tax deductible donation

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 
white.  For example, your black & white, business card-

sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” ad! 

Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.
Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-7878 or email gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Luis Reyes   

 213-793-0758 or email 33184@lapd.online
Northeast LAPD Station: 323-561-3216

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 
Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6250 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

          
If you go to  

www.smile.amazon.com 
and choose GPIA, a percentage of the amount you spend will be donated to us!   
It’s the same Amazon site and account, but it benefits the community every 

time you shop!    
Thank you! 

Do you shop at ????? 
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ELECTRONIC CORRECTION REQUESTED
City Council 
Field Offices 

Council District 1 
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 

Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 
José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

2018 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Rick Bolton
Vice President 
Melinda Martinez
Treasurer 
Eric Tallman
Secretary 
Marge Piane
Improvement Chair 
Michelle Alvarez
Area Representatives 
Nancy Cortes
Marcie Rose
Fatima Guzman    
Land Use Liaison 
Helene Schpak
Newsletter Editor 
Marge Piane
Friends of Walnut 
Canyon Chair 
Suzan Olson Davis

September 13  
GPIA General Membership 
meeting, 7pm, see cover 
September 18  
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm, 
see page 10 
September 22 
Flash Cleanup! Verdugo Road 
underpass at Roderick Road,
8am, see page 9
October 13 
ARC LA River Workshop, 
9:30am, at Van de Kamp 
Bakery, see page 3

October 16
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm, 
see page 10 
October 20 
Flash Cleanup! San Fernando 
Road at 2 Freeway, 8am, see 
page 9
October 25
GPNC’s Planning & Land Use 
Committee, 7pm, 
www.glassellparknc.org
October 26 
3rd Annual Hallowe’en 
Festival, see page 3

Upcoming Events

All meetings and events are at the  
Glassell Park Community & Senior Center,  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, unless otherwise noted.

Taking pride in our community since 1968!  Join today!
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OCTOBER 20, 2018                      
GPIA’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION, see page 3 


