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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               
Thursday, Jan. 14th,  at 7pm 

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065  

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  
The parking lot entrance is on 
Verdugo Road between the Public 
Storage building and the Glassell 
Park Recreation Center.
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of new  

Board of Directors 

Brainstorming  
Meeting  

Land Use issues 
Public Safety 

Fund-raising events 
Fun 

Improving Glassell Park 
(it’s what we do!) 
You bring ideas! 
We’ll bring food! 

(see page 3)
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April: Moss Canyon, Molly Lynn Taylor

May: GP’s Hillside Produce Co-op’s bounty, Hynden Walch
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July: Utility boxes on San Fernando Road, Marge Piane

August: Cell tower marker, Marge Piane
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As the year ends, please consider renewing 

your membership in the GPIA for 2017.
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Hanukkah
Kwanzaa
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meeting 7p
Glassell Park Improvement Association

Taking Pride in our Community since 1968!

2016

Members! 

Pick up a free  
Glassell Park 

2016  
mini-calendar at 

the January 
meeting! 

Not a member?   
You can join at 

the meeting!

2016  
Glassell Park 

Calendar
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 Give to GPIA without even trying!
     Online retailer Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase 
prices of almost everything a person can buy to the GPIA when 
you log in to the website via their charitable foundation: 
smile.amazon.com and select the Glassell Park Improvement 
Association as your non-profit organization.
     Shopping at Amazon remains the same, but instead of logging 

in at amazon.com, you must use smile.amazon.com to access the site.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible items to the GPIA, 

however, donations through Smile are not tax deductible by individuals.

✓ GPNC 2016 Board candidate filing online
Consider running for a seat on the Glassell Park Neighborhood Council’s Board!  

Candidate filing begins on February 6th and the election will take place on Saturday, 
May 21st.  For information go to: glassellparknc.org or empowerLA.org/elections

✓   Community & Senior Center parking lot lighting
Thanks to CD1’s Mel Ilomin, the parking lot lights at the GP Community & 

Senior Center got new bulbs, and have been timed stay on until beyond the end of 
meetings!  The Center is used by the GPIA, GPNC, and many other local groups.

✓   LADOT site for traffic concerns 
The Los Angeles Department of Transportation has a link residents can use to 

report traffic issues:  myladot.lacity.org

✓ Recycled Resources for the Homeless shelter open now
All Saints Church in Highland Park has opened its doors to anyone who seeks 

shelter for the night.  Recycled Resources for the Homeless is currently coordinating 
the effort, and they welcome donations of warm clothing, blankets, toiletries 
(especially lip balm, lotion and cleansing wipes) and ready-to-eat food items.  Every 
Saturday morning, volunteers are curbside in front of the Public Storage building on 
Figueroa between Avenues 41 & 42 to accept donations.  See page 7 for more 
about the shelter, and get drop-off information at:  www.recycledresources.org

✓ Christmas tree recycling 
The City of L.A.’s Bureau of Sanitation as curbside collection for Christmas trees.  

If your Christmas tree is too big to cut and fit inside the green waste bin, just place 
the tree next to the bin on collection day.

✓ Bureau of Sanitation “El Niño” 24/7 hotline
The City of LA’s 311 phone service only operates during office hours, but the 

Bureau of Sanitation has opened a 24-hour, every day, toll-free number for reporting 
flooding, mudslides and other storm-related incidents:  1-800-773-2489

✓ Los Angeles County has “El Niño” website
The coming winter is predicted to be one of the strongest El Niño storm 

seasons in many years.  For up-to-date information, visit:  www.lacounty.gov/elnino.  

✓ Fire Station 44 has sand and sand bags available
Cypress Park Fire Station 44, located at 1410 Cypress Street, has free sand and 

sand bags for residents.  The LAFD does not provide filled sandbags--it’s strictlly “fill it 
yourself ”.  Call 213-485-6244 to check availability.

✓ Recreation & Parks offers preschooling year ‘round
Children ages 3-5 years old are welcome at the preschool run by the L.A. Dept. 

of Recreation and Parks at its facility on Crestmoore Place (behind the tennis courts 
off Verdugo Road near the Crestmoore stairs).  Stop by to register any week day.

✓   76 Station becomes Chevron
Did you notice that the gas station at Cazador between Cypress St & San 

Fernando Road has changed from Unocal 76 to a Chevron?

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?

The Glassell Park Improvement 
Association has a long history of 
advocacy and empowerment in our 
community. Our organization has been 
led by champions of change, defenders 
of greenspace, and some memorable 
personalities--all of them, our 
neighbors. 

This year we welcome a new board, 
many of whom are new to our Glassell 
Park organization. While it's my 
personal goal to honor our past, I also 
want to lead the GPIA to the future, 
and part of that process is to connect 
with our community in new and 
different ways. While I want to seek out 
new voices, fresh eyes, different ideas, I 
also want to invite people to return to 
our organization and to take on 
projects, bring ideas, and support our 
new and enthusiastic board. 

The GPIA of 2016 is a true 
community organization, and the work 
we do is by us, for us. This is my 
invitation to you:  join us this year at a 
meeting, a flash cleanup, renew your 
membership, share your concerns, take 
on an issue, Adopt-a-Tree, help us plan 
an event or, with our social media, 
share your strength and passion with 
your community!  

Molly Lynn Taylor 

“Change will not come if we wait for 
some other person or some other time. 
We are the ones we've been waiting 
for. We are the change that we seek." -                                                  

Barack Obama

LETTER FROM INCOMING 
PRESIDENT, MOLLY LYNN 
TAYLOR

http://www.recycledresources.org
http://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
http://www.recycledresources.org
http://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
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     Councilmember Gil Cedillo, whose 
“Keep It Clean!” campaign in CD1 has 
been adopted by the Mayor as a city-
wide program, announced the 
purchase of 66 Big Belly trash 
receptacles to be installed on streets 
with high pedestrian traffic in 
Highland Park, Lincoln Heights, and 
Westlake.  The receptacles will be 
serviced by the Sanitation Department. 

 

State Grants for Earthquake Retrofitting available in GP
Homes located in the 90065 zip code are among those now eligible 

for State funding for preventive retrofitting against potential damage 
from a large earthquake.  Single family homes that qualify are generally 
those built about 40 years ago with a few steps up to the entry.  These 
houses frequently sit on relatively light wood-frame perimeters that--if 
not retrofitted--may allow the house to slide or fall off the foundations 
during a quake.  Basically, retrofitting involves attaching the wood 
structure at the base of the house to the concrete foundation with metal 
bolts and strengthening the ground-level perimeter walls with plywood.  
The grants are income tax exempt at the State level. 

Known as “Earthquake Brace and Bolt”, the program is 
administered by the California Residential Mitigation Program, and 
began accepting applications this month.  For information or to apply, 
go to: earthquakebracebolt.com.

Cedillo brings high-tech trash cans to CD1, but not GP

At the November meeting, the GPIA membership elected an 
uncontested slate of almost all-new leadership.  Get to know the new 
Board on page 10 of this issue, and meet them in January at the General 
Meeting on the 14th at 7pm. 

Our Council District Field Deputies, including our new CD13 
representative Hector Vega, will give their local updates and our LAFD 
and LAPD representatives will be available for questions. 

We will also continue our post-meeting, informal “Beverages & 
Brainstorming” session.   

As always, everyone is welcome to attend our meetings and suggest 
ways we can work together to improve Glassell Park.

It’s with great sadness that we announce the 
passing of longtime GPIA member John Geary.  John 
had lived in Glassell Park for many years and for most 
of that time he was an active member of the Glassell 
Park Improvement Association.  John worked as a 
member of the Board for the GPIA in various roles 
but primarily as an area representative.  He was 
active with community improvement projects from 
clean-ups to land use advocacy.  And he was a 
constant supporter of efforts to improve our 
community.

John worked as a stable boy in Buffalo before 
hitchhiking out to Santa Ana where he paid his way through law school by 
working at Sears.  He later worked as a litigator in downtown L.A. and moved 
to Glassell Park.  In retirement, John volunteered at Consumer Protection.  He 
loved animals and also volunteered at the LA Zoo.  He was a fan of Formula 1 
racing and loved his Alfa Romeos.

John passed away October 28th from pancreatic cancer.  The GPIA’s 
members and friends will deeply miss this kind, gentle and generous man.

Our friend, John Geary       

GPIA elects new Board of Directors

At our January 14th 
general meeting:

• Thank the outgoing 
GPIA Board members

Presentation of 
Certificates by Jose 
Rodriguez, CD1

• Swear in our 2016 
GPIA Board

Oaths of office by a 
Councilmember TBD

• Brainstorm with our 
representatives, 
including:

Lucy Aparicio, CD14
Jose Rodriguez, CD1
Hector Vega, CD13
Gabrielle Taylor, 

Neighborhood 
Prosecutor

Louis Reyes, LAPD Sr. 
Lead Officer

Andrew Wordin, LAFD
Crystal-Lynne Orozco, 

Chair, GPNC Public 
Arts Committee

• Renew your 
membership!

• Join the GPIA!

• Sign up to volunteer, 
see page 7 for opportunities

Everyone is welcome 
to attend!

Snacks & Beverages 
will be served

http://www.gpia.org
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On the January 16th 
MLK, Jr. Day of 

Service, 
lend a hand with the

GPIA 
NorthEast Trees, 

CD1, GP Elementary 
School and the GP 

Early Education 
Center as we plant 
trees in a first step 
toward making a 

long-neglected street 
in Glassell Park a 

neighborhood gem!

Bring your gloves & hat! 
Meet at Av 30 & Carlyle 

See page 7 for details

Field Deputy Ben Pak 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
ben.pak@sen.ca.gov

California Senate District 24 
report from 
Senator Kevin de León 
Senate President pro Tempore 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
FUNDING 

Mayor Garcetti announced 
that Los Angeles was awarded 
millions in state funding to help 
tackle the City’s affordable 
housing crisis. The California 
Strategic Growth Council (SGC) 
–-a state committee that 
advances local community 
revitalization efforts-–awarded 
Los Angeles $15 million in new 
dollars to build affordable 
housing projects. The City 
received $30 million total this 
year from the Affordable 
Housing and Sustainable 
Communities (AHSC) Program. 

EXPANSION OF LAPD 
SMART TEAMS 

Mayor Eric Garcetti 
announced the expansion of the 
Los Angeles Police Department's 
SMART (System-Wide Mental 
Assessment Response Teams) 
program, which pairs LAPD 
officers with L.A. County mental 
health professionals, to allow for 
a more thorough and 
compassionate response to 
incidents involving mental 
illness. “We must do more to 
help Angelenos in crisis who are 
battling mental illness. SMART 
enables law enforcement to 
quickly and comprehensively 
respond to those important 
calls,” said Mayor Garcetti. 

Wishing everyone a happy 
New Year!  

City of Los Angeles report from 
Amanda Mejia, East Area 
Representative for 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 

Amanda Mejia, East Area Rep. 
200 N. Spring Street, LA 90012 
213-978-0812 
amanda.mejia@lacity.org

In December, Senator De León 
led a delegation of California 
Senators to Paris for the United 
Nations climate summit where 
leaders from more than 150 
countries gathered in hopes of 
reaching an international 
agreement to slow global warming. 
 Citing Congress’ refusal to take 

action on climate change, California 
Senate President pro Tempore 
Kevin de León joined more than 
300 state and local lawmakers from 
across the nation who have signed a 
letter to President Obama 
supporting the goal of drawing 50 
percent of the nation’s energy from 
renewable sources by 2030. The 50 
percent goal echoes California’s 
recently enacted law that mandates 
half the state’s electricity comes 
from renewable sources.  

At a press conference in Paris 
on December 8th, Senator De León 
applauded the efforts of subnational 
governments to reduce and adapt to 
the risks posed by climate change 
but stressed the dire need for 
aggressive action by the federal 
government. 

“California’s example shows 
that climate action can be an engine 
for broadly shared economic 
prosperity,” said Senator De León. 
“By promoting the development of 
clean energy resources, we are 
simultaneously reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
improving air quality, and creating 
jobs that can lift families out of 
poverty. With SB 350 now enacted 
into law, we’re on track to reach 50 
percent renewable energy by 2030 
and we’re not looking back. If 
Congress won’t act, it’s incumbent 
on state and local leaders to do the   
job for them.”  

From the Capitol & the Mayor’s office

mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez 
3750 Verdugo Road, LA 90065 
323-341-5671 
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Friends: 
I wanted to be the first to share 

with you some news about an exciting 
streetscape project coming to the great 
13th District, and more specifically, my 
own community of Glassell Park. 

My office is gearing up for work on 
the Fletcher Drive Streetscape Project. I 
just met with the Los Angeles Bureau of 
Street Services and the Department of 
Transportation, who shared with me 
the design plans for the $750,000 
project. I am thrilled to announce that 
the new and improved Fletcher Drive 
will include two landscaped medians to 
promote traffic calming, as well as 
benches, trash receptacles, and bike 
lanes.  This will create a much needed 
connection to the Eagle Rock 
Boulevard network of bike lanes. In 
addition, the plans also call for a left 
turn lane at Estara Avenue leading into 
the surrounding community.   

As I mentioned in a previous 
update, we recently planted 70 new 
trees along the street that is shared by 
Glassell Park and Atwater Village. I 
also funded the watering and 
maintenance of those trees moving 
forward. I want my constituents to 
enjoy a tree-lined parkway as they walk 
their children to school at Fletcher 
Drive Elementary, Washington Irving 
Middle School, or stroll to the Glassell 
Park Farmers Market. 

Since I was sworn into office in 
2013, I have worked toward the goal of 
greater pedestrian  safety for some of 
the most heavily traveled areas in all of 
Los Angeles. The new features in the 
Glassell Park area will provide greater 
access to all modes of transportation 
while adding some much needed 
beautification enhancements in the 
area. I want to thank the Bureau of 
Street Services and the Department of 
Transportation for working 
collaboratively with my office on the 
enhancements, and for my staff for 
identifying the funding that will make 
this project possible. 

Warm regards, 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 

Dear Friends, 
Happy Holidays and Happy New 

Year! 
In November my office hosted an 

El Niño Town Hall in Glassell Park to 
help inform the public about the heavy 
rain forecast, how to prepare, and the 
response and resources available from 
the City of Los Angeles. Several 
departments provided information and 
about 250 people attended. For more 
information visit  www.elninola.com  
and for additional emergency 
preparedness tips visit  
www.readyla.org. 

The holiday season provides 
everyone the opportunity to share with 
others and Team Cedillo made sure to 
help people in need across the district. 
This year we distributed over 1,200 
turkeys in November and 
approximately 2,200 toys in December. 

During this holiday season, you 
might purchase or receive a piece of 
furniture or major appliance as a gift. If 
you do, please utilize and encourage 
others to use the CD1 in-home bulky 
item collection appointment system to 
get rid of your old bulky items. 
Together, we can prevent blight on our 
streets. To schedule an in-home pick 
up, please call 800-773-2489. 

I had the honor of joining the 
Glassell Park Improvement Association 
and Glassell Park Neighborhood 
Council in sponsoring the 8th Annual 
Glassell Park Tree Lighting.  The 
tree lit the path for a special visit by 
Santa Claus chauffeured by LAFD 
Station 50. The tree was planted over 
40 years ago by the GPIA. 

As we end 2015, I want to thank 
outgoing GPIA President Maggie 
Darett-Quiroz for her leadership, and 
congratulate incoming GPIA President 
Molly Lynn Taylor who I look forward 
to working with to continue our work in 
Glassell Park. 

Please contact my office at (323) 
341-5671 for assistance to keep our 
district moving forward, making it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 

Glassell Park stakeholders can 
vote at any time during the several 
weeks up to the final election date 
from your computer, smartphone, or 
in person on election day. 

Neighborhood Council elections 
are open to voters who are qualified 
stakeholders within the boundaries of 
the Neighborhood Council.  

A stakeholder is defined as 
anyone who lives, works or owns real 
property in the neighborhood and 
also to those who declare a stake in 
the neighborhood as a community 
interest stakeholder, defined as a 
person who affirms a substantial and 
ongoing participation within the 
Neighborhood Council’s boundaries 
and who may be in a community 
organization such as, but not limited 
to, educational, non-profit and/or 
religious organization.  In other 
words, a voter can qualify if they are a 
resident, worker, real property owner 
or if they have a significant and active 
involvement in our community in 
another way that’s connected to a 
qualifying address. Also new this year, 
all stakeholders must provide proof of 
stakeholder status.

Register now to vote online for 
our Neighborhood Council election.

Online Voter Registration 
closes on Saturday, May 7, 2016. 

If you miss the registration 
deadline, you can still register and 
vote the same day in person at the 
polling location on our election day,     
Saturday, May 21, 2016.

FOR MORE INFO  
http://empowerla.org/elections

TO REGISTER TO VOTE  
http://empowerla.org/vrp/

GPNC Election to 
allow online voting 

for 1st time!

mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
http://www.elninola.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.readyla.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.gpia.org
http://www.elninola.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.readyla.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://empowerla.org/elections
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
http://empowerla.org/elections
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January 16  
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day of Service, 
with CD1 & 
NETrees, see page 7

February 27 

Andrita St at Ave 32

March 26 

Verdugo at Roderick

April 16 

LA River Cleanup 
with FoLAR

May 28 

South Monument

June 25 

Division Street

July 30 

Crestmoore Steps

August 27 

Verdugo Village

September 24 

Verdugo at Roderick

October 29 

San Fernando Rd at   
2 Freeway

November 19 

North Monument

Are you planning 
on doing some

SPRING 

CLEANING?

Don’t throw it 

away!  Donate it 
to the GPIA’s

1st Annual 


SPRING 

CLEAN

Rummage 


& Bake Sale

Sunday, April 3rd

(details in the March/April 
issue of the GPIA News)

The City of Los Angeles and Council District 1 are presenting a public 
meeting of the Board of Public Works on Wednesday, January 20th, at 5:30pm.   

Topics will include an overview of Street Services (improvements, repairs, 
sweeping), Street Tree Trimming, Street Lighting, Waste Pickup schedules, 
Sidewalk Repairs, Graffiti Abatement and Community Beautification Services. 

The event will take place at the Cypress Park Recreation Center at 2630 
Pepper Avenue.

Board of Public Works to hold community meeting

Glassell Park 
Needs YOU!

Run for a seat on the GPNC Board! 
Glassell Park Neighborhood Council 

Candidate Registration starts on February 7, 2016 

See a need / Make a change!
www.EmpowerLA.org/Elections 

818-293-VOTE (8683) 
And don’t forget to register to vote online: 

http://empowerla.org/vrp/ 

Election day is May 21st

GPIA Flash Cleanup dates/locations set for 2016
GPIA Improvement Chair Jim Kiehl has announced dates and locations of 

Flash Cleanups as well as cleanups with other community groups in 2016:

http://empowerla.org/vrp/
http://empowerla.org/vrp/
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Volunteer for your community!  Two great opportunities in January!

NELA Winter Shelter for the homeless in our community
The GPIA will provide dinner for those at the shelter

A group of volunteers and the congregation and pastor of All Saints Episcopal Church have opened a 
much-needed Winter Shelter for homeless people of Northeast Los Angeles, and the GPIA is happy to 
take part in their service to our community by providing dinner for shelter guests and volunteers on 
Sunday, January 31st. 

To make our “night” a success, we need help in many areas:  planning our menu, making our 
shopping list, doing the shopping/asking for food & beverage donations, cooking, setup, meal service 
and cleanup.  In addition, if any musicians would like to volunteer their talents, it would be great to 
offer everyone entertainment. 

We will be preparing dinner for 30-40 adults, and will serve our meal from 6:30-8:00pm.  
After dinner, from 7:30-9:00pm, a new shift of volunteers will deliver 

desserts (cupcakes, cookies) while another group cleans up the kitchen. 
The shelter is located at All Saints Episcopal Church, 5619 Monte Vista 

Street (at Avenue 56) in Highland Park.  In addition to providing those in need a 
warm, safe place to sleep, Recycled Resources for the Homeless offers case 
management, linkage to housing opportunities, support groups and food. 

Volunteers may sign up on the GPIA’s website:  www.gpia.org.   
Please email us with any questions: gpia90065@gmail.com.   
For more information about the shelter, go to:  www.recycledresources.org 

31

+ =

For our Day of Service in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr., the GPIA will begin Phase 1 of the 
transformation of a stretch of Avenue 30 from ugly, dirt parkway into a welcoming, tree-lined 
greenway.  On January 16th, GPIA volunteers, along with CD1 and Northeast Trees will cleanup and 
then plant trees along Avenue 30 across from both the Glassell Park Elementary School and the Glassell 
Park Early Education Center.  Phases 2 & 3 will include planting native shrubs to complement the trees 
and creating a new mural with children from the schools.   

Please join us anytime from 8:30am to 1:30pm.

16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service 
The GPIA will host a Cleanup and Tree planting on Avenue 30

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
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Flash Cleanup November 14, 2015                                       
by Jim KIehl, Improvement Chair                                   

It was a cool but sunny day, great for cleaning and 
gardening.  That is just what eleven of us did. We 
finished the planting started the week earlier by Janis 
McCarthy.  We watered all of the plantings and the trees 
behind the monument.  Additionally, we picked up trash 
on the island and on both sides of the adjacent streets. 

Thanks to the following Flash Cleanup team 
members: Heather Sabin and her boyfriend, Joe; 
Roberto Ayala and his girlfriend, Angela; Bob Ammons; 
Joan Potter; Dorothy McCain; Janis McCarthy; Marcie 
Rose; Jim Kiehl and Carlos Cabrera. 

Special thanks to Hal’s Eagle Rock Pet Shop for 
letting us use their water.  Also, to Lucy Aparicio of CD 
14 for getting the bags of trash picked up.  

Our next cleanup is Saturday, January 16th at 
8:30am.  Meet at W. Avenue 30 & Carlyle Street next to 
Glassell Park Elementary School and Glassell Park Early 
Education Center.  This event will be a joint cleanup with 
the Glassell Park Neighborhood Council and Council 
District 1 for our annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service. 

For information contact GPIA Improvement Chair 
Jim Kiehl at jekiehl@earthlink.net 

8th Annual Glassell Park Holiday Tree Event
Thanks to the hard work of then GPIA President 

Maggie Darett-Quiroz and the many event sponsors, 
Glassell Park’s Annual Holiday Tree Lighting was a 
great success once again. 

The GPIA was happy to provide cookies and hot 
chocolate for everyone who attended.

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, 
Maggie Darett-Quiroz, 

Priscilla Quiroz and 
Councilmember Gil Cedlllo

Colorful folklorico dancers were 
a big hit with the crowd

Former GPIA 
President Ruby 
deVera enjoys the 
show

And, of course, 
Santa!

All photos ©herbwest.com

Snag in Lavell Street pre-storm improvements                            

The earth under “lower” Lavell Street was eroding 
for so long, the street itself was just an asphalt crust.  In 
November, the City sent a contractor out to begin major 
structural repairs that were to be finished by mid-
December.  First, a construction vehicle broke down on 
site and prevented work from being done.  The, a City 
inspector did not approve the paving work, and it must 
be torn out and replaced.  Residents are pushing to have 
the road will completed before the rain arrives.

Photos by Brian Frobisher

mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
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Drivers traveling northeast 
on Eagle Rock Boulevard have the 
right of way when turning right 
onto Avenue 31 and immediately 
left onto Verdugo Road.  
However, drivers on Verdugo 
Road also traveling northeast 
must stop.   

Neither driver can see the 
other, and it is all too easy for collisions to occur when 
the Verdugo driver enters the intersection while a 
continuing driver on Eagle Rock--who may be driving 
25-30 mph cannot see him/her until it’s too late. 

The GPIA has requested a study of the intersection 
by the L.A. Dept. of Transportation.

Imagery ©2015 DigitalGlobe, U.S. Geological Survey, Map data ©2015 Google 50 ft 

Google Maps Blue arrow cars have right of way, but green arrow cars at stop sign can't see 
them coming

Dangerous intersection at Eagle Rock Blvd/
Verdugo Road/Avenue 31

Chapman Wall planted with vines from CD13                             

Chapman Wall with vines 
& soil placed for the 
volunteers to plant

Neighborhood Prosecutor 
Gabrielle Taylor working on her 
“day off ”

A volunteer from the Northeast 
Youth Council

A Los Angeles Beautification Team 
member

On Saturday, November 21st, Council District 13 
came out to take a big step toward beautifying the 
Chapman Street wall that forms the border between 
our community and Forest Lawn Cemetery.  The wall 
has been a long-time target for graffiti, and the hope is 
that covering it with vines will make it less of a magnet 
for tagging and more attractive for the neighborhood. 

Thank you to Councilmember O’Farrell, former GP 
Field Deputies Mary Rodriguez and Adam Bass, and 
current Field Deputy Hector Vega--all from CD13--and 
to Forest Lawn for providing regular irrigation using 
reclaimed water.  Thanks as well to Gabrielle Taylor, 
our Neighborhood Prosecutor, who came out to help 
along with the Los Angeles Beautification Team, the 
Northeast Youth Council  and many neighborhood 
volunteers.

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
with his CD13 team and 
volunteers

I recently attended not one but two “Disaster 
Preparedness” events at the Emergency Management 
Department’s Emergency Operations Center at 500 
East Temple Street. The building houses a fire station 
and, more importantly, all sorts of communication 
capability as well as a command center where all city 
services would be represented in case of a disaster. 

The first meeting I attended was put on by the Los 
Angeles Fire Department and centered on holiday 
safety, cooking safety, turkey fryer safety etc., it then 
moved into El Nino preparedness.  

The second meeting I attended was a much more 
robust presentation, including the following 
representatives:  Mona Curry (EMD), Chief Rudolph 
Hill (LAFD), Aida Valencia (BSS) and Chuck Turhollow 
(Sanitation). 

This meeting was sponsored by the Board of 
Neighborhood Councils (BONC), and Councilmembers 
Ryu and Koretz’s offices. Len Shaffer was the person 
that brought this all together and ran the meeting. 

El Niño was the topic, with discussions on weather 
patterns from satellite photos of the earth and how they 
might effect rainfall in the Los Angeles area. Also 
discussed was pre-preparing for flooding or loss of 
services including having any medications on hand, 
food, pet food, putting important documents on the 
cloud or emailing them to yourself in case you don’t 
have access to originals, setting up an out of state 
contact that multiple family members can call to let 
others know they are safe in case of being separated in 
an emergency, as well as selecting “gathering or 
meeting areas” for family members. 

Although many websites were mentioned, the one 
that was mentioned most was http://www.elninola.com 
as it seems to have the most information available. 
Another site that was recommended to receive phone 
calls and/or texts about local emergencies in your area 
is http://emergency.lacity.org/EOCOperations/
NotifyLA/index.htm (text fees might apply).

by Brian Frobisher, Public Safety Chair
Disaster Preparedness report                                

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.elninola.com
http://emergency.lacity.org/EOCOperations/NotifyLA/index.htm
http://www.elninola.com
http://emergency.lacity.org/EOCOperations/NotifyLA/index.htm
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 2016 GPIA Board of Directors

Molly Lynn Taylor, President
I am honored to have been selected as the President of the GPIA and I am eager to get to work alongside 
all of you and our 2016 board. My hope is to bring our community together and empower our members 
through information and opportunities to bring positive change. Please add our meetings and events to 
your calendar and plan to bring your ideas and join the conversation about our community. I’ll look 
forward to meeting you all in 2016!

Eric Tallman, Vice-President
I'm excited to contribute my time and effort to the improvement and appreciation of this wonderful 

neighborhood. 

Nancy Cortes, Treasurer
I am a CSULA graduate with a B.S. in Kinesiology option in Community Leadership and a Certificate in 
Non-Profit Management.  I have grown up and lived in Glassell Park since I was a toddler.  I have seen 
Glassell Park through the decades and through its ups and downs.  I am eager to help out and continue to 
improve my community.

Jim Kiehl, Improvement Chair
Hello Neighbors:  I have lived in Glassell Park for 17 years and been a member of the GPIA for 14 years.    
I have served on the board as President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Area Representative. Currently I 
serve as the Improvement Chair.  I developed and lead our Flash Clean-up series, a monthly community 
cleaning effort to keep trash and weeds down in the main streets of Glassell Park. Maintaining and 

Michelle Alvarez, Area Representative 1
I've lived in Glassell Park my whole life, and I am currently working for the City of L.A. Department of 

Recreation & Parks. I am looking forward to improving my home a.k.a Glassell Park. I would love to see 
this community come together and thrive :)

Robert Campagna, Area Representative 2
Hello Glassell Park! I am looking forward to improving the GP community which I have seen make 
amazing strides over the past couple years that I've called it home. I'm a California native and have lived in 
Los Angeles for the past 10 years working in media production. I hope to bring some creativity and art to 
the community in the near future. Here's to a great 2016, and I am honored to serve with such a talented 
and diverse group of individuals. 

Marcie Rose, Secretary
I grew up in Glassell Park then moved to San Francisco for college. I got 3 teaching credentials & several 
Holistic Health Certificates. I returned to L.A. 6 years ago to care for my mother who died a year ago. I 

love my work as a Holistic Health Counselor. I do massage, herbology, iridology, dowsing (emotional release 
work) & energy work. I live with my girlfriend Megan. I have 2 cats and a bird. I love yoga, roller blading, 

NOTE:  At our January 14th meeting, incoming President Molly Lynn Taylor will announce her appointments to various 
“Chairs” and membership will vote on the outgoing Board’s recommendation for a vacated Area Representative seat.
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive our newsletter, invitations 
to our meetings & special events, and the opportunity to participate in our improvement projects.  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                                

 Senior (60+) ($12)

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org OR bring the completed form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  Designed and edited by 
Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--single 
issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & white.  

For example, your black & white, business card-sized ad will 
run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.                                                            

Email us at gpiaNews90065@gmail.com to request a rate 
sheet.

Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-2230 or email: gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Louie Reyes   

 213-793-0758 (cell), 323-344-5712 (office)     
or email 33184@lapd.lacity.org

 Northeast LAPD Graffiti Abatement/
Community Liaison Officer 

Molly Beall
                323-344-5712 (office)                               
or email 32430@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1 

Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world.  Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has. -- Margaret Mead

http://www.gp90065.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gp90065.org
mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Taking pride in our community since 1968

City Council 
Field Offices 
Council District 1 

Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

2016 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Molly Lynn Taylor

Vice President 
Eric Tallman

Treasurer 
Nancy Cortes

Secretary 
Marcie Rose

Improvement 
Chair 
Jim Kiehl

Area rep #1 
Robert Campagna

Area rep #2 
Michelle Alvarez

Area rep #3 

Upcoming Events 
Every Saturday 
GP Farmers Market, 10a-3p, 
Goodwill parking lot, 3150 N. 
San Fernando Rd.
January 9 &      February 13 
NELAart Second Saturday 
Art Walk,  7-10pm (most), go 
to www.NELAart.org

January 14 
GPIA General Meeting,  see 
cover 

January 16 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service, see page 7

January 19 & 
February 16 
GPNC General Community 
Stakeholders meeting, 7pm, 
Community & Senior Ctr., 
3750 N. Verdugo Rd.

January 30 
Youth baseball & softball 
registration opens at the 
Dept. of Recreation & Parks 
on Verdugo Road

January 31 
GPIA night at NELA Winter 
Shelter, see page 7

February 6 
GPNC Candidate registration 
opens, online only at: 
www.EmpowerLA.org

The Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council 

election will take place on 
May 21, 2016

Register to vote ONLINE 
now!  In person voting at the 
GP C&S Center on election 

day, too.  See pages 5 & 6

Please

Renew your 

Membership 

or 


Join Toda
y!

http://www.NELAart.org
http://www.NELAart.org

