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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               

Thursday, Sept. 8th, at 7pm 
at the Glassell Park Community & 

Senior Center  
3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

  

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  
The parking lot entrance is on Verdugo 
Road between the Public Storage 
building and the Glassell Park 
Recreation Center.
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✓ CalEPA streamlines environmental complaint process
The California Environmental Protection Agency launched an online tool for filing 

complaints about air pollution, water contamination and toxic substances. Through 
the new system—offered in English and Spanish—CalEPA will connect users with 
state and local authorities and provide followup information. If you have a concern 
about environmental issues (e.g., idling trucks, tainted water), go to calepa.ca.gov

✓ Glassell Park CERT classes
The LAFD will lead CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training in 

Glassell Park if we can gather 50 people to participate.  The classes are free.  
Contact GPIA’s Safety Liaison Brian Frobisher to sign up: bfrobisher@me.com and go 
to www.cert-la.com for more information.

✓   Too much fruit or too many vegetables?
If your garden is overloaded with food you can’t use, join Glassell Park’s Hillside 

Produce Cooperative.  The group meets once a month to share home-grown or 
home-made food with other members and everyone goes home, in about 30 
minutes, with a large variety of food from their neighbors. Go to the Facebook page:  
Hillside Produce Cooperative, or email: hillsideproducecoop@gmail.com

✓ City Council aims to regulate live-in vehicles
An ordinance that would prevent people who live in vehicles from parking on 

residential streets by designating commercial streets for such use is before the City 
Council.  The ordinance includes a plan for a “safe parking program” to tie overnight 
use of certain parking lots to engaging with homeless services caseworkers.

✓ City Council considers short-term rental regulations
The Planning Commission voted to endorse rules that would legalize and 

regulate short-term rental of properties in Los Angeles. Under the plan that will now 
be considered by the full City Council, hosts will be required to file applications with 
the city and pay taxes on rental income.

✓   Councilmember Gil Cedillo begins re-election effort  
The “Cedillo for City Council 2017” team hosted their candidate’s launch party 

on June 16th.  Mr. Cedillo is seeking a second term as Councilmember for CD1.  

✓ Used motor oil recycling event at O’Reilly Auto Parts
Recycle used motor oil and/or bring a used oil filter and get a new one free.  

10am-2pm on Saturday, July 16th, at the O’Reilly Auto Parts store at 4040 Eagle 
Rock Blvd. (next to Rite Aid).  

✓ GPNC Committee for Land Use concerns

The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council’s land use committee meets on the last 
Thursday of each month.  Stakeholders are encouraged to bring their concerns,  
listen to presentations about new developments, and suggest proactive ways to steer 
change in Glassell Park. Check GlassellParkNC.org for committee agendas.

✓ Permits revoked over illegal tree removal
The L.A. Board of Public Works voted unanimously to bar a developer from 

building on a site for 5 years.  The action sets precedent to warn property owners of 
consequences for flouting the city’s urban forestry rules. 

✓ Local business-person will run for LA City Council
Highland Park business owner Josef Bray-Ali is challenging incumbent Gil Cedillo 

for his seat representing Council District 1.  Go to Joe4CD1.com for information

✓ Fletcher Streetscape to begin late August
Council District 13 says work on the Fletcher Streetscape will likely begin in late 

August or early September.  Prepare for delays as Fletcher Street gets bike lanes, 
tree-filled medians, street side furniture and more.  The work is expected to be 
finished in December or January.

 What’s going on in Glassell Park? LETTER 
FROM
GPIA 

PRESIDENT 
MOLLY 

LYNN 
TAYLOR

At the GPIA Membership 
meeting in May, we welcomed 
Councilmember Mitch O'Farrell to 
our meeting along with the team from 
Street Services  and LADOT, for the 
second time, to present news and 
information about the upcoming 
Fletcher Streetscape project. The next 
week, we hosted the Verdugo Road 
Workshop in partnership with CD14. 
Both meetings provided an 
opportunity for the community to be 
heard and participate in the direction 
of our changing community. Both 
meetings welcomed new neighbors 
and GPIA members, as well as new 
perspectives and ideas. 

Change in our community is 
something that we are all 
experiencing but in very different 
ways. I've come to see the 
opportunities in change. It's my goal 
to see the GPIA board fully 
participating in the vision of the 
future of Glassell Park. It's my goal to 
provide a forum for the conversation 
to take place, and the opportunity for 
both the GPIA and our members to 
shape the vision, rather than react to 
it. Just as we did with the Fletcher 
Streetscape and the Verdugo 
Workshop meetings. 

Along those lines, I want to thank 
Helene Schpak and Eric Tallman 
from our Land Use Committee  and 
CD14 for arranging a productive 
meeting with CD14. We had a great 
conversation with Kevin Ocubillo, 
Transportation & Planning Deputy 
and Lucy Aparicio, Field Deputy from 
the Office of Councilmember José 
Huizar about development along 
Eagle Rock Blvd., the Fresh and Easy 
location, infrastructure, and our 
Verdugo Road workshop. 

Change is certain.  How we, as a 
community, actively participate in 
that change will influence the future 
direction of Glassell Park.

mailto:bfrobisher@me.com
http://www.cert-la.com
mailto:hillsideproducecoop@gmail.com
http://glassellparknc.org
http://joe4cd1.com
mailto:bfrobisher@me.com
http://www.cert-la.com
mailto:hillsideproducecoop@gmail.com
http://glassellparknc.org
http://joe4cd1.com
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¡Favor de leer la carta de 
la Presidente de GPIA abajo! 

Glassell Park Neighborhood Council installs new Board

GPIA meets with CD14 staff regarding Fresh & Easy site
GPIA President Molly Lynn Taylor, VP Eric Tallman and Land Use 

Liaison Helene Schpak met with José Huizar’s staff to discuss the future 
of Eagle Rock Blvd. and Verdugo Road in advance of meeting with the 
Councilmember.   

We  spoke of how the GPIA supports a new grocery store to replace 
the Fresh and Easy store that closed early this year at 4211 Eagle Rock 
Blvd. Almost 350 people have signed the petition on Change.org 
expressing their support, and we encourage further signatures at http://
tinyurl.com/glep4k9.   

Several months ago we delivered this petition to the Colorado Blvd 
office of Council District 14.   We followed up that initial contact in this 
meeting with their transportation and planning deputy Kevin Ocubillo 
and Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio.  They agreed to engage the owner of the 
Fresh and Easy property to stress the community's passionate stance 
that a fresh food market at this location is integral to the health and vigor 
of Glassell Park. At this point there are no specific development plans for 
the property.  

Highlighted in our discussion was the desire to see a holistic vision 
created for Eagle Rock Blvd. and Verdugo Road similar to what the 
Councilmember has brought to Downtown and Highland Park.  And we 
spoke about specific current developments and how they can better fit 
and improve the community as a whole. 

We will continue to remain involved with CD 14 so that the voice of 
the community continues to be a vital contributing factor to future 
development in Glassell Park.   

Near miss at GP north monument damages median area
GPIA Improvement Chair Jim Kiehl acted 

quickly when alerted to serious damage at the 
Eagle Rock Blvd. median where the Glassell Park 
north monument sits.  Jim contacted Lucy 
Aparicio, our CD14 Field Deputy, who asked 
Street Services to make sure no irrigation pipes 
were broken. LADoT replaced the flattened sign. 

Luckily—for both the driver and the 
community—the monument itself wasn’t hit. 

Thank you to GPIA member Joan Potter who 
discovered the damage when she arrived to hand 
water our plants.photo by Jim Kiehl

The GPNC election took place on May 21st, and voters elected many 
new faces to two-year terms on the neighborhood council Board: 

Area 1 - Laura Huben 
Area 3 - Jamie Ramirez 
Area 4 - Heather Thomas 
Area 5 - Billy Greenfield 
Area 6 - Patrick Cleary 
Area 7 - Marie D’Antonio 
At-Large - Benjamin Disinger 
Education Representative - Sandy Garcia 
Faith-based Representative -  Brian Frobisher 
Business Representatives - Tony Macias, Molly Lynn Taylor,  
 John Henrry Wong  
Organization Representatives - Chris Alves, Marge Piane    
On June 21st, Councilmember José Huizar, CD13, led the oath of 

office for the new Board, and thanked past Board members with 
certificates acknowledging their service to our community. 

En la reunión de los miembros de 
GPIA en Mayo, dimos la bienvenida al 
Concejal Mitch O'Farrell junto con el 
equipo de la Calle y Servicios LADOT 
por segunda vez para presentar 
noticias e información de Fletcher 
Paisaje Urbano. A la semana siguiente, 
fuimos anfitriones del taller Ruta 
Verdugo en asociación con CD14. En 
ambas reuniones se presentó una 
oportunidad para que la comunidad 
participara en la dirección de nuestra 
comunidad cambiante. Ambas 
reuniones dieron la bienvenida a 
nuevos vecinos y miembros GPIA, así 
como nuevas perspectivas e ideas. 

Cambio en nuestra comunidad es 
algo que todos estamos 
experimentando, pero de maneras 
muy diferentes. He podido ver las 
oportunidades que ofrece el cambio. 
Es mi meta para ver que el tablero 
GPIA participe plenamente en la 
visión del futuro de Glassell Park. Es 
mi objetivo de hacer tomar conciencia 
de los cambios, proporcionar un foro 
para que la conversación se lleve a 
cabo, y la oportunidad para que tanto 
el GPIA y nuestros miembros puedan 
dar forma a la visión, en lugar de 
reaccionar a ella asi como lo hicimos 
con Verdugo y Fletcher. 

Quiero agradecer a Helene Schpak 
y Eric Tallman de nuestro Comité de 
Uso de la Tierra y CD14 por la 
organización de una reunión 
productiva. Tuvimos una gran 
conversación con Kevin Ocubillo, 
Diputado de Transporte y 
Planificación y Lucy Aparicio, 
Diputada de Campo de la Oficina del 
Concejal José Huizar sobre el 
desarrollo a lo largo de Eagle Rock 
Blvd., la ubicación de Fresh and Easy, 
infraestructura, y nuestro taller de 
Verdugo Road. 

El cambio es cierto, pero 
dependiendo de como nuestra 
comunidad y nuestra organización 
reaccione al cambio, nos puede ofrecer 
oportunidades u obstáculos.

Follow us on:

http://www.gpia.org
http://change.org/
http://tinyurl.com/glep4k9
http://change.org/
http://tinyurl.com/glep4k9
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After outperforming 30 other teams, robotics students from Irving 
Middle School won both first and second place in the California High 
Desert Middle School League Championships, qualifying them to 
compete in the California State Vex Robotics Championships where they 
went on to win!  Two other Irving teams took seventh and eighth place. 
The math, music and engineering magnet was also recognized by the Vex 
Corp. for excellence in robotics, a prestigious distinction awarded to only 
a handful of schools across the nation.In these gear-whirling, metal-
clanking, basketball-like competitions, students design, build, program, 
and drive their mechanical convections for engineering honors. The 
robots must be able to function in both semi-autonomous and full 
autonomous modes. Each student is required to be a crack robotics 
engineer and mechanic, as well as a nimble driver. 

Irving’s first-place team, called the 
“Kracken,” is made up of students 
Leonardo Francisco, Mathew Marz, Omar 
Salas, Daniel Solorzano and Sean 
Venadas. On Irving’s second place team, 
named the “DSR-50,” members are Juan 
Buenostro, Oscar Cendejas, Anondra 
Chavez, Vanessa Dator, Gustavo Romero 
and Krystel Valencia.

Volunteer for your 
community! 

Opportunities in              
July & August
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 GLASSELL      
PARK

working together to better our community since 1968

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Crestmoore off Verdugo

CLEANUP!

Saturday, July 30, 8am 
The  Glassell Park Improvement Association invites you to help clean up the Crestmoore Steps! 
The “Flash Cleanup” idea is to give a short time--45 minutes--that won’t get in the way of our busy weekends. 
We come together, care for our community, finish and go. The more people who show up the more trash and 

weeds get cleaned up.

Please join us at the foot of the steps on Crestmoore Street off Verdugo Road, and don’t forget to bring your own 

sun protection, work gloves and water.

Contact Jim Kiehl (see below) to RSVP or to join our team for future clean ups.           


Thank you to Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo’s office for their assistance with trash pickup after the event.

We look forward to seeing you there!

FLASH
CLEANUP!
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York & Verdugo intersection

Saturday, August 27, 8am 
The  Glassell Park Improvement Association invites you to help clean up Verdugo Village        

around the intersection of York Boulevard and Verdugo Road 
The “Flash Cleanup” idea is to give a short time--45 minutes--that won’t get in the way of our busy weekends. 
We come together, care for our community, finish and go. The more people who show up the more trash and 

weeds get cleaned up.

Please join us at the corner of York Boulevard and Verdugo Road, and don’t forget to bring your own                

sun protection, work gloves and water.

Contact Jim Kiehl (see below) to RSVP or to join our team for future clean ups.           


We are working with Lucy Aparicio, Field Deputy for Councilmember José Huizar, CD14, to arrange for pickup of 
filled trash bags. 


We look forward to seeing you there. 

 GLASSELL      
PARK

working together to better our community since 1968

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

I See My River, Too Festival
In response to the tragic passing of two of their schoolmates, students 

from the School of History and Dramatic Arts at the Sotomayor Learning 
Academies, along with community members and organizations, are 
planning a festival to promote river—and general—safety measures for our 
river communities.   

The students will also present projects & performances, and lead music, 
art and environmental awareness activities for families. 

The festival will take place on the Sotomayor Learning Academies 
campus (2050 N. San Fernando Rd.) on Sunday, July 31st, from 1-4pm.  
There is plenty of free parking.

The Flash Cleanup team will 
converge on Verdugo Village in 
August.  On Saturday, the 27th, 
we’ll meet on the corner of Verdugo 
Road & York Blvd. at 8am. 

Thanks to Lucy Aparicio for 
organizing CD14's help! 

Info at: jekiehl@earthlink.net

In July, the Flash Cleanup team 
will tackle the Crestmoore Steps!  
We’ll meet at the base of the steps 
(end of Crestmoore Place) at 8am.  

Thanks to CD1 for arranging 
pickup of the trash bags!

Irving Middle School wins State Robotics Championship

GPNC sponsors National Night Out in Glassell Park

This year’s event will 
be Glassell Park's Second 
National Night Out free 
family event.  

Last year was an 
amazing success, with 
neighbors and families 
enjoying music, 
community trucks—
LAPD squad car, garbage 
truck, fire truck, moving 
van and more—that kids 
can “touch” not to 
mention free food.  

This year will be just 
as great with with a BBQ 
and jumpers added for 
the community to have 
more fun!  

The GPNC hopes to 
see you there!

http://www.gpia.org
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
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Field Deputy Ben Pak 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
ben.pak@sen.ca.gov

California Senate District 24 
report from 
Senator Kevin de León 
Senate President pro Tempore 

INAUGURAL 
“MAYOR’S CUP”                   

WILL REWARD L.A. 
ENTREPRENEUR FOR 

INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO 
TOUGHEST 

CIVIC CHALLENGES 

Mayor Eric Garcetti is hosting 
his inaugural Mayor's Cup, a pitch 
competition for creative solutions to 
L.A.’s most pressing issues. The 
competition is open to full-time and 
part-time college students, faculty 
members or staff from all Los 
Angeles County universities or 
colleges. Individuals and/or teams 
are welcome to submit as long as 
one (1) team member is affiliated 
with an area school. 

Finalists will pitch their 
solution to a panel of business and 
government leaders, including 
the Mayor. The Winner will receive 
$25,000 and the opportunity to 
work with City Hall stakeholders for 
eight weeks to develop their idea. 

Important competition dates 
are as follows: 

October 15, 2016:     
Applications due  

                 November 1, 2016:   
Finalists announced  

            November 16, 2016:  
Finalists will pitch the Mayor,  

Deputy Mayors, and local business 
leaders in a live competition 

Visit http://
www.lamayorscup.org for more 
information. Please share with your 
networks! 

Stay connected with Mayor 
Garcetti on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. For assistance with city 
services, call 311 or download the 
MyLA311 app.  

City of Los Angeles report from 
Amanda Mejia, East Area 
Representative for 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 

Amanda Mejia, East Area Rep. 
200 N. Spring Street, LA 90012 
213-304-5869 
amanda.mejia@lacity.org

The California 2016-17 budget is a 
fiscally-sound document focused on 
today and tomorrow. It makes key 
investments to fight poverty and 
homelessness, bolsters education from 
pre-school to college, and targets critical 
funding for health care and public safety 
while setting aside significant savings to 
hedge against harder times. 

• Saves an unprecedented $6 billion
+ into the state’s rainy day fund 
and reserve, while dedicating 
nearly $3 billion to paying off debt. 

• Education remains the state’s top 
spending priority, with record 
funding levels for K-12 schools. 

• Targeted investments in UC and 
CSU open 7,000 new spaces for in-
state students. Additionally, we 
invested $200 million for 
programs at K-12 schools to better 
prepare low-income students for 
college. 

• The budget invests $427 million to 
help pay child care providers. 

• The budget prioritizes access to 
early care and education by 
investing $100 million to create 
9,000 additional slots in preschool 
over the next three years.  

• Invests $2 billion towards 
emergency shelter, temporary 
housing and support programs for 
homeless who are mentally ill. 
Makes sure that children and 
families in the CalWORKs and 
foster care systems have access to 
additional assistance. Learn more: 
http://focus.senate.ca.gov/
homelessness 

• Puts an end to the Maximum 
Family Grant rule and opens up 
aid to 130,000 children in 95,000 
families across California. 

• Creates a firearms violence 
research center at the University of 
California to study the root cause 
and impact of gun violence. 

Governor Brown has until June 30 
to sign the final budget.  For 
information, go to: focus.senate.ca.gov/

From the U.S. & State Capitols and the Mayor’s office

Sr. Field Deputy Gemma Jimenez 
350 S. Bixel St. Ste. 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov

California’s 34th Congressional 
District report from 
U.S. Congressman      
Xavier Becerra 

Dear Friends, 
Gun Safety  
The tragedy in Orlando struck at 

the heart of the LGBT community and 
all Americans. In June, I stood with my 
House Democratic colleagues on the 
floor of the House of Representatives, 
determined to get a vote to end gun 
violence. There are bills we can pass 
to help prevent gun violence 
and disarm hate. If you can’t fly 
because you’re on a government watch 
list and you are not allowed on an 
airplane, you should not be allowed to 
enter a gun shop and walk out with an 
assault weapon. No Fly, No Buy. 
It's not enough to hold moments of 
silence. It’s time for us to stand with 
Orlando. 

How can I help you?  
Please keep my office in mind for 

help with navigating federal agencies 
such as Social Security, Medicare, 
Veterans Affairs or U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. We recently 
helped a citizenship applicant inquire 
about a delay in receiving an interview 
date. And this past month, she took her 
oath of citizenship.  

Telephone Town Hall and 
Coffee with your Congressman 

Let’s chat about the issues that 
matter to Glassell Park. On Thursday, 
July 14 at 6:00 pm, I will be holding a 
Telephone Town Hall. And on Tuesday, 
July 19, please join me for my Coffee 
with your Congressman town hall. Sign 
up for email updates on 
Becerra.house.gov or call my district 
office at 213-481-1425 for more details 
about both events.  

Sincerely, 
Xavier Becerra 

mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
mailto:gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov
mailto:gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov
mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
http://focus.senate.ca.gov/homelessness
http://focus.senate.ca.gov/budget
mailto:ben.pak@sen.ca.gov
http://www.lamayorscup.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://focus.senate.ca.gov/homelessness
http://focus.senate.ca.gov/budget
http://www.lamayorscup.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:ben.pak@sen.ca.gov
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez 
3750 Verdugo Road, LA 90065 
323-341-5671 
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
lucy.aparicio@lacity.org

Dear Friends, 
I hope you are enjoying your 

summer and the pool at Glassell Park 
Recreation Center, which offers various 
programming: Team Sports (Swim, 
Water Polo, Synchronized Swimming, 
and Diving), Group Swim Lessons, 
Private Swim Lessons, and Aquatic 
Aerobics Classes.   

The Glassell Park Transit Pavilion 
project is moving forward with a 
scheduled groundbreaking in early 
August. The Bureau of Engineering 
recently completed their survey that 
identified major underground utilities; 
and the site plan was modified to 
accommodate these lines. The new 
plan incorporates all the design 
elements previously presented. The 
shade structures had to be 
reconfigured, but will continue to 
provide the same level of shade at the 
site while not compromising the 
underground utilities or the 
projected completion date of July 2017. 

We continue to maintain the 
median trees on Eagle Rock Blvd. and 
San Fernando Rd. with monthly 
watering.  

Our ‘Keep It Clean’ campaign 
keeps moving ahead. With your help 
reporting areas in need, we cleaned six 
alleys between Ave. 36/Moss Ave. & 
Bushwick St./Eagle Rock Blvd.  We 
collected over 25 illegally dumped 
bulky items, and filled 10 bags with 
litter and weeds in Glassell Park. 

Remember Summer Night Lights 
at Glassell Park Recreation Center 
starts June 29 and runs every 
Wednesday-Saturday from 7pm-11pm 
through August 6.  It includes activities 
like arts, resource fairs, health 
screenings, workshops and free BBQ. 

Please contact my office for 
assistance to keep our district moving 
forward, making it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Councilmember, 1st District 

Hello Glassell Park, 
On May 19th, the GPIA hosted 

my office for a workshop to discuss 
Verdugo Road. This was a great 
meeting with a packed house and 
positive community dialogue 
regarding issues of concern and 
future improvements residents 
would like to see along Verdugo 
Road in CD14. My office gathered a 
lot of feedback which we will be 
sharing with the community at an 
upcoming meeting in the fall.    

At City Hall I am working with 
my colleagues to support a 
November Homeless Ballot 
Measure. 

The Los Angeles City Council’s 
Rules, Elections, Intergovernmental 
Relations & Neighborhoods 
Committee voted 3-0 to recommend 
City staff draft language to ready two 
homeless housing and services ballot 
proposals for the Nov. 8, 2016  
election. 

The committee, voted to move 
forward with a $1.1 billion bond 
measure with a focus on housing for 
the homeless over 10 years, as well 
as a 10-year parcel tax, which would 
collect $80 million annually for 
homeless housing and related 
services. 

This action was responding to 
recommendations from the 
Homelessness & Poverty Committee 
that the City move forward with 
creating proposed ballot measures to 
address homelessness. In order to 
qualify for the November 8, 
2016 elections, the full City Council 
must vote to move the measures 
forward by July 21, 2016. 

Sincerely, 
José Huizar 
Councilmember, 14th District 

Friends: 
First, I would like to extend my 

sincere appreciation to those who 
attended our first ever Juntos Park 
Movie Night “Noche Bajo Las 
Estrellas” on Saturday, May 21st. My 
office worked in collaboration with the 
Northeast Area Los Angeles Police 
Department,  Department of 
Recreation and Parks, the Glassell 
Park Improvement Association 
(GPIA), the Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council, the Mayor’s 
Gang Reduction and Youth 
Development Office, Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health, 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, 
Padres de Juntos Park, Soledad 
Enrichment Action, and El Centro Del 
Pueblo to bring the event to the 
families in our community. 

More than 400 attendees had an 
opportunity to learn about City 
services and resources in their 
community. It was great to bring the 
community together in order to 
increase active use at Juntos Park. 

In keeping with the theme of 
activity in the community, I’d also like 
to take this time to invite you to our 
upcoming Glassell Park clean up, 
which will take place on Saturday, 
July 16th, 8 a.m., at Juntos 
Family Park, 3135 Drew Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90065. My office 
will be partnering with Padres de 
Juntos Park and GPIA in bringing the 
community together to beautify and 
become more vested in this wonderful 
neighborhood. 

If you have any questions, or 
would like to volunteer, please contact 
my Field Deputy for Glassell Park, 
Hector Vega at (213) 207-3019 or via 
email at hector.vega@lacity.org. 

I hope to see you there! 

Warm regards, 
Mitch O’Farrell 
Councilmember, 13th District

mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
mailto:lucy.aparicio@lacity.org
mailto:lucy.aparicio@lacity.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
mailto:hector.vega@lacity.org
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
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We had 14 volunteers for the May 28th cleanup 
including the LA Conservation Corps sent by 
Councilmember Gil Cedillo’s CD1 office. Further, we 
had a contingent from the Eagle Rock Span School and 
newly elected GPNC board member Billy Greenfield all 
join us. The trash around the monument was mostly 
small items and lots of cigarette butts. There were 
weeds adjacent to Patra’s Burgers and in front of the 
old Capitol Records building. The Conservation Corps 
with their weed whackers were able to get all of these.  
We emptied the trash cans at the bus stops and the LA 
Conservation Corps took away all of the trash.  

Additionally the Coyne family did some cleaning on 
Verdugo Road from Filion to the freeway.  

We used our new GPIA banner for the first time—
check it out in our photos, or come see it in July! 

Thanks to all who helped. 

Flash Cleanups make a difference GPIA hosted two community planning events:

Fletcher Streetscape with CD13

GPIA President Molly Lynn Taylor with 
Nate Hayward of CD14

Glassell Park turned out in numbers 
for the workshop

On Thursday, May 19th, the GPIA hosted a 
workshop presented by Council District 14’s Nate 
Hayward.   

The workshop was the first community outreach to 
get a broad view of the ideas, concerns and possible 
remedies for improving Verdugo Road for residents, 
businesses, motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.  After 
listening to Nate Hayward’s introduction to the process, 
each table formed a group to list their 5 top issues and 
then one person from each group presented their list to 
everyone.  CD14 compiled all the lists and will present 
them to their planning department.   Nate suggested a 
response might be 
ready by September.

About 65 people attended the GPIA’s May 12th 
General Meeting at which Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell presented the plan for Fletcher Drive 
streetscaping improvements.  The LADOT and City’s 
Street Services department representatives gave more 
detailed information about how they will be involved. 
There was opportunity for moderated questions-and-
answers, as well as a few questions from the audience.  
CD13 provided presentation boards for everyone to 
view.  After the formal presentation, people were able to 
ask specific questions of the presenters.

by Jim Kiehl 
jekiehl@earthlink.net

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell speaks 
to GPIA members and guests

The community showed their 
interest in the plans for 

Fletcher Street

Verdugo Road workshop with CD14

On June 25th, eighteen of 
us gathered at the triangle in 
front of La Esquina Restaurant. 
The triangle itself needed little 
attention, but we did find a lot 
of bulky items along Division 
Street. By the time we were finished, the LA 
Conservation Corps truck was full.  

Jose Rodriguez of CD 1 joined us, and several of us 
checked in with him about various community issues. 
He assured me that the new Transit pavilion and 
plantings around the South Monument will enhance 
the monument area without blocking visibility.  

Please join us for our next Flash Clean-up July 30—
see page 4. If you have questions or want to RSVP, 
write me at jekiehl@earthlink.net

mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
mailto:jekiehl@earthlink.net
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Reports from GPIA Area Representatives

Robert Campagna, Area 1
Hello Glassell Park. This summer has officially kicked off in full swing! On 

May 21st, in conjunction with Children's Hospital LA, LAPD, Film LA and 
many other city programs, a resource fair and movie night was was held at 
Juntos Park. After a performance by the Irving Robotics team, Trio Rock Band, 
and many others, the Lego movie was shown to a crowd of approximately 350 
people who also chowed down on catered tacos and free popcorn. The success 
will hopefully continue as this plans to be an annual event.  

In other news, with the help of CD13 and Hector Vega, and the rest of the 
LA City Council, Marguerite Street has been granted a 'No Parking—For 
vehicles over 3 tons' in an effort to eliminate illegal parking on this stretch of 
road by the middle school.  

Irving Middle School, Fletcher Drive Elementary and Octavia Celerity 
Charter School all had successful graduations during the month of June. For 
Irving's ceremony, Field Deputy Hector Vega presented graduates with 
certificates of achievement from CD13.  

Here's to a great summer in Glassell Park!

Do you shop at 

? 
If you go to  

www.smile.amazon.com 
and choose GPIA, a 
percentage of the 

amount you spend can 
be donated to us!  It’s 
the same Amazon site 

and account, but it 
benefits the 

community every time 
you shop!

What better way to start children out on their 
school experience than to provide an opportunity for a 
“real” graduation to preschoolers?   

The GPIA felt the Glassell Recreation Center’s 
request for funds to buy caps & gowns (all to be reused 
each year) for their preschool's little graduates could 
not be refused.     

Michelle Alvarez, Area 2
The Dept. of Recreation and Parks, hosted the 

3rd Annual “Senior Prom” at the  Glassell Park 
Community & Senior Center on June 11th.   

Daniel Guttierez, recreation coordinator, began 
the event in 2014, and organizes it each year. 

  

Patrick Cleary, Area 3
A bright new community marker in the form of a utility 

box appeared on Shasta Circle North at Verdugo Road. 
Councilmember José Huizar’s staff and LADoT 

underwrote the project, and the Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council’s Public Arts Committee oversaw 
the design submissions, competition and selection of 
artists.

GPIA donates graduation gowns for Glassell 
Rec Center’s Preschool

http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive six issues of our newsletter. 
Plus your tax deductible donation supports the GPIA’s work to make Glassell Park better for everyone!  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)               
(includes one free 2x3.5” black & white ad)

 Senior (60+) ($12)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 

white.  For example, your black & white, business card-
sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” black & 

white ad! 
Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-2230 or email: gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Louie Reyes   

 213-793-0758 (cell)     
or email 33184@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world.  Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has. -- Margaret Mead

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org

mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
http://www.gp90065.org
mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
https://myla311.lacity.org
http://www.gp90065.org
https://myla311.lacity.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

City Council 
Field Offices 
Council District 1 

Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

2016 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Molly Lynn Taylor

Vice President 
Eric Tallman

Treasurer 
Nancy Cortes

Secretary 
Marcie Rose

Improvement 
Chair 
Jim Kiehl

Area rep #1 
Robert Campagna

Area rep #2 
Michelle Alvarez

Area rep #3 
Patrick Cleary

Upcoming Events

Every Saturday 
GP Farmers Market, 10a-3p, 
Goodwill parking lot, 3150 N. 
San Fernando Road
July 3 
Concerts in the Park & 
Fireworks show, see page 4
July 14 
GPIA community meet up & 
pot luck party!
July 16 
Juntos Family Park cleanup, 
8am, 3135 Drew St. 
July 17 
National Ice Cream Day!
July 19 & August 16 
GPNC General Community 
Stakeholders meeting, 7pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Rd.

July 30 & August 27 
Flash Cleanup! see page 4
July 31 
Southwest Museum 
fundraiser at Galco’s Soda 
Pop Stop, 5-8pm, 5702 York 
Blvd., $15, 255-7115
July 31 
I See My River, Too, see page 
4
August 2 
National Night Out, 6-9pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center parking lot, 3750 N. 
Verdugo Rd., see page 4
August 13 
Frogtown Artwalk, 4-10pm 
free,  http://
www.frogtownarts.com/
about

If your label appears in blue, your membership has 
expired, please renew today!  (see page 11)

Taking pride in our community since 1968


