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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               

Thursday, Jan. 12th, at 7pm 
at the Glassell Park Community & 

Senior Center  
3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

  

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  
The parking lot entrance is on Verdugo 
Road between the Public Storage 
building and the Glassell Park 
Recreation Center.

NEWS
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The GPIA has arranged for a community conversation about Target’s 
plans for the former Fresh & Easy Neighborhood Market building.   

Come to the January 12th General Meeting to meet with Target’s 
representative and Council District 14’s Planning Deputy Kevin Ocubillo 

and Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio.   
Also at the meeting, we will swear in our 2017 Board of Directors, set 

goals for the year and set opportunities to get involved.

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 1/12/17 

“Life’s most 
persistent question 
is, ‘What are you 

doing for others?’ ” 
—Martin Luther 

King, Jr.

Get involved in our 
community: 

*join the GPIA 
*volunteer at events 
*help with outreach 

*work a Flash Cleanup
 *come to a meeting

Target Express on board for Fresh & Easy site 
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✓ GPIA 2017 Calendars at the January meeting
Come to the January 12th GPIA meeting and pick up your 2017 GPIA 

calendar with photos & events in Glassell Park in the coming the year.

✓ GPIA wins Clean Streets LA Challenge
The Glassell Park Improvement Association, with a team lead by outgoing 

President Molly Lynn Taylor, won the Board of Public Works’s Clean Streets LA 
Challenge.  The win comes with an award of $2,500 that the GPIA will use for more 
improvements and outreach in the community.  See page 5 for more

✓ GPIA plans candidate debates for CD1 & Assembly seat
Check the GPIA website & Facebook page for dates & locations as they are set. 

✓ Free shade trees from City Plants
Los Angeles residents can get free shade trees from City Plants.  Call 

323-664-9196x102 or go to www.cityplants.org

✓ GPNC will host Homelessness Town Hall
The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council will conduct a series of Town Hall 

events on various topics of interest to our community.  On February 7th, the topic will 
be homelessness in Northeast Los Angeles with representatives from non-profits 
providing information about we can do to help. 

✓ Little Free Library has been ordered
The GPIA met its fundraising goal, and is purchasing a Little Free Library to be 

installed at Rio de Los Angeles State Park.  Thank you to everyone who donated and 
supported this project.

✓ Tenants Buyout Notification ordinance 
Mayor Garcetti signed a new ordinance revising the Rent Stabilization 

Ordinance to provide a Tenant Buyout Notification Program that requires landlords to 
inform renters of their rights under a tenant buyout.  Tenants will now receive 
information about additional relocation assistance and other benefits for which they 
may qualify beyond the amount they are offered to vacate a unit.

✓ New state law prohibits cell phone use while driving
Beginning in January, it will be illegal to operate a smartphone—for any reason

— with your hands while driving.  Texting, taking a photo, checking a map, etc. are 
prohibited unless the driver is using a handsfree or Bluetooth enabled device.

✓ GPNC honored on 15 year anniversary
The Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) and the Board of 

Neighborhood Commissioners (BONC) will recognize the 15 year anniversary of the 
Glassell Park Neighborhood Council during their January 3rd meeting at 6:00pm the 
GP Community & Senior Center. GPNC honored on 15 year anniversary

✓ Rio de Los Angeles State Park offers Winter classes
The Dept. of Recreation and Parks offers classes at Rio de Los Angeles State 

Park (at 1900 N. San Fernando Road in Glassell Park).  The inexpensive (for 
example, $10/month for twice weekly yoga) classes include Beginner Ballet, Boot 
Camp, Hip Hop, Mixed Martial Art, Tennis, Zumba, Senior Aerobics, Senior Zumba 
and, of course, yoga.  For more information, call 323-276-3015 or email: 
riodela.recreationcenter@lacity.org.  Classes begin January 3rd

✓ GPIA submits Great Streets application for SF Road
Former GPIA President Molly Lynn Taylor spearheaded the GPIA’s submission to 

the Mayor’s “Great Streets Challenge” that asked for a coordinated effort by many 
City departments to make substantial, long-term improvements to San Fernando 
Road.  The GPIA cited the 3,000 students who attend the growing number of schools 
nearby, as well as the newly built and recently announced large housing projects 
directly adjacent to the street.  The winning submissions will be announced in 
January.

 What’s going on in Glassell Park? LETTER 
FROM
GPIA 

PRESIDENT 
ERIC 

TALLMAN

I had the privilege of serving on 
the GPIA board as Vice President in 
2016 and I now have the even greater 
honor of serving as president in 2017.  
I want to thank our outgoing 
president Molly Lynn Taylor for her 
sterling leadership in 2016, and thank 
all members of the board for  their 
unwavering hard work and service.  
I’m looking forward to our continued 
teamwork this year. 

Here is an exciting piece of news 
about the GPIA that I'd like to share: 
our members are the heart, soul and 
backbone of our organization!   
Without your contribution of time, 
effort, energy and donations we 
wouldn’t exist.  Together, in 2016 we 
helped bring together thousands of 
neighbors for National Night Out and 
the Glassell Park Halloween Festival, 
we donated our service to our 
homeless neighbors at the Winter 
shelter, we gathered hundreds of bags 
of trash during our Clean Streets 
Parkémon event and our monthly 
flash cleanups, we planted dozens of 
new trees, we sponsored public 
forums with our councilmembers and 
their staff.   With your support we 
advocated for the preservation of 
green space, for responsible real estate 
development in our growing 
neighborhood, for rights and 
responsibilities of tenants and 
landlords, for better infrastructure 
and maintenance of our streets, and 
so much more.  

Everyone benefits from a strong 
and resilient local community.  I 
encourage you, and your friends and 
family and neighbors, to attend our 
first meeting of the year, on January 
12, and see what we have planned for 
2017.  We will offer the opportunity to 
sign up for future events, activities 
and advocacy.  Contributing to the 
local community feels good; the 
members of the GPIA board know this 
for a fact.  We're all volunteers, and we 
keep coming back for more.  Hope to 
see you at the meeting! 
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Tuve el privilegio de servir en el 
directorio de GPIA como Vicepresidente 
en 2016 y ahora tengo el honor aún 
mayor de servir como Presidente en 2017. 
Quiero agradecer a nuestra presidenta de 
2016 Molly Lynn Taylor por su liderazgo 
y agradecer a todos los miembros de la 
junta directiva por su labor y servicio 
durante el año completo. Tengo muchas 
ganas de seguir trabajando en equipo 
durante este proximo año. 

Hay una noticia emocionante sobre 
el GPIA que me gustaría compartir: 
¡nuestros miembros son el corazón, el 
alma y la columna vertebral de nuestra 
organización! Sin su contribución de 
tiempo, esfuerzo, energía y donaciones no 
existiríamos. Juntos, en 2016 ayudamos a 
reunir a miles de vecinos para National 
Night Out y el Glassell Park Halloween 
Festival, donamos nuestro servicio a 
nuestros vecinos sin hogar en el refugio 
de invierno, reunimos cientos de bolsas 
de basura durante nuestro evento Clean 
Streets Parkémon y nuestra Limpieza 
mensual de flash, hemos plantado 
dozenas de nuevos árboles, patrocinamos 
foros públicos con nuestros concejales y 
su personal. Con su apoyo, abogamos por 
la preservación del espacio verde, por el 
desarrollo responsable de bienes y raíces 
en nuestro creciente vecindario, por los 
derechos y responsabilidades de los 
inquilinos y terratenientes, por una mejor 
infraestructura y mantenimiento de 
nuestras calles y mucho más. 

Todos se benefician de una 
comunidad fuerte y resistente. Les animo 
a ustedes y a sus amigos, familiares y 
vecinos a asistir a nuestra primera 
reunión del año 2017, el 12 de Enero, y 
ver lo que hemos planeado para el año. 
Ofreceremos la oportunidad de 
inscribirse para eventos futuros, 
actividades y defensa. Contribuir a la 
comunidad local se siente bien; Los 
miembros de la junta GPIA saben esto 
por un hecho. Todos somos voluntarios, y 
seguimos volviendo por más. ¡Espero 
verlos en la reunión! 

Follow us on:

¡Favor de leer la carta de 
la Presidente de GPIA 

abajo! 

LA City Council approves plan to fix sidewalks
“Safe Sidewalks LA” is a long-range plan to fix the city’s buckling 

sidewalks that will eventually shift responsibility for care of sidewalks 
from the city to property owners.  The city will spend $1.3 billion over 
the next three decades to fix sidewalks, and to speed the process will 
start offering property owners a rebate if they repair their sidewalks 
before the city does.  Property owners can get as much as $2,000 for a 
residential lot or $4,000 for a commercial lot.  Rebates are available 
immediately and will be offered for the first three years of the program. 
For more information, go to: http://www.sidewalks.lacity.org

Fairfield Residential, an Irvine-based developer, is preparing to 
build a 370 unit apartment project at 2910 N. San Fernando Road 
alongside the northbound 2 Freeway offramp where Nutsite currently 
operates.  Representatives will present plans and discuss concerns at the 
GPNC’s Planning & Land Use Committee meeting on January 26th at 
7pm at the Glassell Park Community & Senior Center.

Two Glassell Park Council Districts to elect our L.A. City 
Council representatives in 2017

In March, Glassell Park will vote for Councilmembers to represent 
us in districts 1 and 13.  In CD1, incumbent Councilmember Gilbert 
Cedillo is challenged by Joe Bray-Ali, Giovani Hernandez and Jesse 
Rosas.  In CD13, incumbent Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell faces David 
de la Torre, Doug Haines, Jessica Salans, Sylvie Shain and Bill Zide.  The 
GPIA is working to host a Candidate Town Hall-style debate for those 
running to represent CD1.  Keep in touch on Facebook or our website, 
and sign up for email notifications for details as they are finalized. 

The March election is a primary, and the runoff will occur in May. 

New restrictions on “mansionization”

Developer has BIG plans for San Fernando Road

The L.A. City Council voted to implement new restrictions on 
replacing older homes with over-sized new developments.  
Councilmember José  Huizar, Chair of the City’s Planning Committee, 
oversaw the ordinance that removes old exemptions and adds new 
requirements that will place tighter restrictions on hillside construction 
and reduce the build size on small lots.  This “mansionization” 
ordinance is being reviewed by the City Attorney, and will return to the 
Planning Committee and then the City Council for a final vote.

Congressman Xavier Becerra leaving U.S. House of 
Representatives to serve as California Attorney General

With Attorney General Kamala Harris’s election 
to the Senate, Governor Jerry Brown turned to 
Glassell Park’s Congressman Xavier Becerra to 
replace her as the state’s top lawyer.  Governor 
Brown said, “Xavier has been an outstanding public 
servant—in the state Legislature, the U.S. Congress 
and as a deputy attorney general.  I’m confident he 
will be a champion for all Californians.”   

Because of the power of the office, the next attorney general will 
likely join Governor Brown in pushing back against the new president’s 
proposed policies on issues especially important in California, including 
immigration, the Affordable Care Act, energy and criminal justice.  
Congressman Becerra said, “It’s a phenomenal opportunity.  It means I 
get to be home a lot more.”   

The Congressman would be California’s first Latino attorney general 
and would join both Latino leaders of the State Legislature, Kevin de 
León and Anthony Rendon and Secretary of State Alex Padilla.  A special 
election to fill Congressman Becerra’s seat is expected in late spring.
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The drought has been hard on 
the plantings at the North 
Glassell Park Monument. 
The City runs the sprinklers 
occasionally but not enough 
even for the drought tolerant 
plants we have there. So this 
summer every Saturday the 
Secret Santas of watering have 
shown up to give water to the plants. If you must know the Santas are 
Joan Potter, Sharon Lilly, Carlos Cabrera and RJ from Hal’s Pet Shop 
who lets us use his water. 

We had a crew of 14 at the November 19th event cleaning & 
trimming the plants, digging and planting new plants, then mulching 
and of course, picking up trash. 

CD 14’s Lucy Aparicio helped out in many ways including getting 
her office’s cleaning team to add mulch on the street trees on Eagle 
Rock Blvd., having city sanitation deliver the mulch for this and for our 
planting efforts at the monument and finally coming to the event to pick 
up trash and report bulky items near the monument via the MyLA311 
application.  Thanks to Lucy for taking such good care of Glassell Park. 

The plants were donated by two GPIA members and a gift from 
Home Depot. Thanks to GPIA Area Rep Patrick Cleary for his help 
getting this donation. 

Our master gardeners were on hand, Suzie Wilkinson and Janis 
McCarthy helped with appropriate trimming & planting. The key to the 
successful planting was the efforts of Janis McCarthy before, during and 
after the event. She selected plants for drought tolerance, size and color 
so the finished product will give the monument the best chance to look 
good whatever happens with our weather over the next year. Thanks to 
all for the great effort!! 

Volunteer for your 
community! 

Save the Date!  Plan ahead! 
The GPIA’s 2nd Annual Spring Clean Rummage Sale 

March 18th & 19th 
Donations for our sale will be accepted every Saturday from 

10am-12noon (and by appointment) beginning February 18th   
All donations are tax-deductible (ask us for a receipt) and all proceeds from the sale 

will benefit Glassell Park through the GPIA’s work in our community

At 8am on October 29th, 
we had ten volunteers 

including CD 1’s crew. CD 
13’s crew had an emergency 

in another part of their 
district so could not join us at 

our regular time, but later in the morning their crew of four hit the west 
side of San Fernando Road at the freeway hard. All in all, 14 people 

made the whole area look much better. 
The Flash Clean-up Team also participated in the November 5th 

Glassell Parkémon Go Community Clean-up.  We had fun and cleaned 
in front of Glassell Park Elementary School. This is the site of the 

GPIA’s 2016 MLK Day tree planting event. We can report the trees are 
doing well.

Monthly Flash Cleanups make a difference in Glassell Park                                        
by Jim Kiehl

On Saturday, January 21st, the Flash 
Cleanup! team will meet at 8:00am at 
Avenue 30 & Carlyle Street where we 
planted parkway trees for our Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day of Service last year.

2017 FLASH CLEANUP SCHEDULE: 
February 4 

includes Coffee with our Councilmember Mitch 
O’Farrell, location TBD

March 25 
Triangle Garden 

April 22                 
LA River Cleanup

May 20                   
South Monument

June 17 
Division St. at Ave 33

July 22                     
Crestmoore Steps

August 19              
Verdugo Village 
September 23 

Verdugo at Rodrick Road
October 21         

San Fernando Road at Ribet Academy
November 18 

North Monument 
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For years they have gone unnamed, but they live amongst us 
and create blight in our community. Who are they? They are 

the Glassell Parkémons!  
For months the Glassell Park Improvement Association has been 

telling the story about our Parkémons on social media, on event flyers and 
banners and on our website, shining a light on who they are, and what we 
can do to rid our streets of them. Through public service announcements, 
the outreach efforts, and fostering community partnerships we laid the 
groundwork for our cleanup event and quest.  

The goal was to balance educating our community about the mission 
of Clean Streets LA, and MyLA311 with our own organizational goals to 
have a successful cleanup event. As part of the process the Glassell Park 
Improvement Association submitted an application to CleanStreetsLA 
outlining our goals, plan, event partners, and objectives for the event. Our 
idea was to put together eye-catching and dynamic outreach materials and 
tell a new, memorable story about community cleanliness and pride. We 
didn’t want people to think of it as another, ordinary cleanup event. Rather, we 
wanted our event theme to speak to the next generation of community leaders, 
while being totally inclusive and aware of our diverse community. We wanted 
something that would catch the interest of both adults and our youth, and the 
natural connection between the very popular walking game of Pokemon and the 
name of our neighborhood was a natural and unique way to blend a cleanup and a 
quest. 

With more than 116 volunteers, many of them students, 
cleaning the streets covering all three of our Glassell Park council 
districts, the results of our first Glassell Parkémon GO! are 
astounding.  

• 100 Bags of TRASH 
• 54 MyLA311 Reports 
• 116 Volunteers 
• 718 Cigarette Butts 
• 9 Bulky Items Removed 
• 12  Teams 
• 17 Community Partners 
• 2 Tons (4,000lbs)+1 cubic yard collected by Caltrans at 2/ 

Verdugo Freeway on/off-ramp. 
We'd like to thank our community partners, schools, and the local 

businesses that supported our event. With special thanks to our NC partner 
the Glassell Park Neighborhood Council; Caltrans and Assemblymember 
Jimmy Gomez; Council District One and Los Angeles Conservation Corps; Dr. 
Ref Rodriguez - LAUSD Board Member. Thank you to our teams:  Northeast 
Los Angeles LAPD Cadets; The Dirtbusters; Eagle Rock Yacht Club; LA River 
School; The Studio School; Los Feliz Charter for the Arts; Irving STEAM 
School; Fletcher Drive elementary; PUC Schools -- with three teams. 

Finally, thank you to Alco Printing, Super King, Super A Foods, Trader 
Joe's and Costco for their event support.

Glassell Parkémon Go! hauls in more than trash                                     
by Molly Lynn Taylor, Improvement Chair

On December 16th, the Department of Public Works notified then-GPIA President 
Molly Lynn Taylor that the organization had won the 2016 Clean Streets LA Challenge 
and would receive $2,500.00, the maximum grant offered.   

Molly’s creativity and hard work reaching out to local groups and organizations for 
teams and sponsorships brought the event together; and GPIA volunteers executed her 
vision during the days leading up to the cleanup.  All the groups Molly named in her article 
above contributed greatly to the day’s success.   

The GPIA is lucky and grateful to have Molly back on its Board for 2017, this time as 
Improvement Chair. 

UPDATE! GPIA wins with Parkémon Go!
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Field Deputy Ben Pak 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
ben.pak@sen.ca.gov

California Senate District 24 
report from 
Senator Kevin de León 
Senate President pro Tempore 

"Looking at the Year Ahead" 
2016 has been a long and 

exciting journey. What an honor it 
has been to serve as Chair of the 
Board and represent our 10 million 
residents throughout the County. As 
Supervisor for the First District, I 
have made it my mission to focus on 
all community groups represented 
in my County. From downtown L.A. 
to Pomona and from Eagle Rock to 
South Gate, I am committed to all of 
my residents. Every motion written 
and event attended has been a small 
mark of what is yet to come. 

This past year has been filled 
with monumental events such as 
calling upon state legislature to act 
swiftly in the Exide cleanup. This 
prompted a special trip up to 
Sacramento and we testified in front 
of Gov. Brown. Weeks later, we 
found a victory as $176.6 million 
were dedicated for cleanup at Exide. 

We also authored a motion that 
placed a parks funding measure on 
the November general election 
ballot. The celebration continued 
later on in the year as the parks 
measure passed, providing funding 
for our parks and green spaces in the 
County. We also celebrated the 
passing of Measure M, which will 
help reduce congestion and traffic 
on our roads. 

As we plan for this new year, we 
must recognize the outstanding 
tenures of retiring Supervisors, Don 
Knabe and Michael Antonovich and 
welcome our new Supervisors, 
Janice Hahn and Kathryn Barger. 
We look forward to serving you and 
improving your community. On 
behalf of the County of Los Angeles 
we wish you a prosperous new year! 

Sincerely, 
Hilda L. Solis 
Supervisor, First District 

California’s 34th Congressional 
District report from 
U.S. Congressman      
Xavier Becerra 

Sr. Field Deputy Gemma Jimenez 
350 S. Bixel St., Suite 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov

From the U.S. & State Capitols and L.A. County

California Senate President pro 
Tempore Kevin de León introduced SB 
54, the California Values Act, to 
prevent the use of state and local public 
resources to aid federal Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents in deportation actions. 

“To the millions of undocumented 
residents pursuing and contributing to 
the California Dream, the State of 
California will be your wall of justice 
should the incoming administration 
adopt an inhumane and over-reaching 
mass-deportation policy,” said Senate 
Leader de León. “We will not stand by 
and let the federal government use our 
state and local agencies to separate 
mothers from their children.” 

SB 54 will ban state and local law 
enforcement officials from performing 
the functions of a federal immigration 
officer, but it does not prevent state 
and local departments or agencies from 
complying with a judicial warrant to 
transfer violent offenders into federal 
custody for immigration enforcement 
purposes. 

The California Values Act will also 
create “safe zones” throughout the state 
by prohibiting immigration 
enforcement on public school, hospital, 
and courthouse premises. To ensure 
eligible immigrants are not deterred 
from seeking services and engaging 
with state agencies, the bill also 
requires state agencies to review and 
update confidentiality policies. 

“President-elect Trump’s reckless 
comments about immigrants and 
deportation has honest, hardworking 
families living in fear and their children 
being taunted at school”, Senator de 
León said earlier this week during the 
unveiling of a separate “Immigrants 
Shape California” package. “I cannot 
wait and allow federal ICE agents to 
use state and local dollars, data, 
personnel, and facilities to help deport 
the very families who contribute so 
much to our economy and community,” 
he said.

Dear Friends, 
My job everyday as a Member of 

Congress is to fight for working 
families like the one I grew up in, as 
the son of immigrants, I have never 
let his purpose escape my work, and 
I’ve served to this end relentlessly.  

Over the past 24 years as a 
representative of the 34th 
Congressional District, I have been 
part of some great debates 
confronting our nation, from 
opposing the Iraq war, to fighting to 
help Americans recover from a 
recession to launching bipartisan 
immigration talks.  

California is ahead of the 
country when it comes to energy, 
commonsense treatment of 
immigrants, healthcare reform and 
so much more.  

Recently, Governor Brown has 
presented me with an opportunity I 
cannot refuse—to serve as Attorney 
General of my state. As a former 
deputy attorney general, I relished 
the chance to be our state’s chief law 
enforcement officer to protect 
consumers, advance criminal justice 
reform and, of course, keep our 
families safe.  I have accepted 
Governor Brown’s nomination.  

Although it is unclear when I 
will be officially sworn-in, please 
rest assured that the district office 
will still remain operational. The 
office will still be able to take in 
casework and answer any questions 
you may have.  

I’m eternally grateful to my 
family, constituents and my 
colleagues whose support continues 
to energize me every day.  

Sincerely, 

XAVIER BECERRA 
Member of Congress 

Los Angeles County’s  Board of 
Supervisors District 1 from 
County Supervisor       
Hilda L. Solis 

Office of Supervisor Hilda L. Solis 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W. Temple St., LA 90012 
213-974-4111
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez 
5577 N. Figueroa St., LA 90042 
323-550-1538 
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
lucy.aparicio@lacity.org

Dear Friends, 
Happy New Year! 
In December my office participated 

in the Glassell Park Town Hall on How 
To Get It Done to help inform the 
community on local projects, answer 
questions, and hear ideas about 
improving Glassell Park. 

The holiday season provides 
everyone the opportunity to share with 
others and this year again Team Cedillo 
made sure to help people in need across 
the district. This year we distributed 
over 1,200 turkeys in November and 
approximately 3,100 toys in December. 

During this holiday season, you 
might purchase or receive a piece of 
furniture or major appliance as a gift. If 
you do, please utilize and encourage 
others to use the CD1 in-home bulky 
item collection appointment system to 
get rid of your old bulky items. 
Together, we can prevent blight on our 
streets. To schedule an in-home pick up 
appointment, please call 800-773-2489. 

I had the honor of joining the 
Glassell Park community to sponsor 
the 9th Annual Glassell Park Tree 
Lighting.  The tree lit the path for a 
special visit by Santa Claus chauffeured 
by LAFD Station 50. The tree was 
planted over 40 years ago by the GPIA. 

Please make sure to check out the 
new edition of our 1Voice Magazine that 
highlights the extraordinary 
contributions of Glassell Park residents 
Jim Kiehl and Helene Schpak that 
inspire us to get involved to make the 
community the best it can be. You can 
get a free copy at our Glassell Park 
district office at 3750 Verdugo Rd.  

As we end 2016, I want to thank the 
Glassell Park Improvement Association 
and Glassell Park Neighborhood 
Council for their leadership and I look 
forward to working with everyone to 
continue our work in Glassell Park. 

Please contact my office at  
323-341-5671 for assistance to keep our 
district moving forward, making it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Councilmember, 1st District 

Hello Glassell Park, happy New 
Year! 

The end of 2016 came with some 
great policy victories out of council. 

In December the City Council 
approved the historic Zero Waste LA 
program, which will implement a 
complete overhaul of commercial and 
multi-family waste collection and 
dramatically increase recycling 
throughout the city. 

The program, which 
Councilmember Paul Koretz and I 
introduced as a motion in 2010, will 
also ensure fair pricing, improve service 
and working conditions and help us 
meet our zero waste goals. While 70% 
of L.A.'s waste comes from commercial 
and apartment buildings, this new 
program aims to reduce landfill 
disposal by 1 million tons per year by 
2025 and reduce waste by 65% in all 11 
of the City’s new service zones! The 
program will also decrease food waste 
and provide all Angelenos with Blue 
Bin access, no matter where they live or 
work.  

Council also approved our 
conservation plan for the City's largest 
buildings and biggest energy and water 
consumers. The Existing Building 
Energy and Water Efficiency ordinance 
was introduced by Councilmember Bob 
Blumenfield and me, and will require 
structures 20,000-square-feet or larger 
to report energy and water usage to the 
Department of Building and Safety each 
year. Every five years, these high energy 
consumers will have to take action to 
reduce consumption by as much as 
20% for water, and 15% for electricity. 

Please remember that during this 
winter time my northeast field office 
will have sand and sand bags available 
to help prepare for storms that may 
come. 

For further information on any of 
this please visit my website, 
www.josehuizar.com, where you can 
also sign up to receive my newsletters. 

Sincerely, 
José Huizar 
Councilmember, 14th District 

Friends: 
I want to share with you a summary of 

all the great work we’ve accomplished 
together since I was sworn into office a little 
more than three years ago. 

During this time, my office has worked 
to improve the quality of life in every 
community across the 13th District. Below 
are a few highlights of our accomplishments 
in Glassell Park: 

- Worked with community stakeholders 
on funding $850,000 for the Fletcher 
Streetscape, which includes new landscaped 
medians, two bicycle lanes, sidewalk repair, 
trash containers, bike racks,benches, and the 
installation of 140 new trees. 

- Enhanced the Drew Street corridor 
through the launch of a tree trimming event, 
which helped improve safety, walkability, 
and overall beautification of the 
neighborhood.   

- Worked with Goodwill Industries to 
move flagship store and job training center to 
Glassell Park, and joined community in the 
ribbon cutting event.  

- Fought for the community to be able 
to maintain use of the soccer field at Irving 
Magnet School. 

- Worked with the Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Los Angeles Beautification Team, 
& community volunteers to install vines and 
irrigation system along Chapman Street Wall 
to prevent the structure from future 
vandalism. 

- Hosted the inaugural Juntos Park 
Movie Night “Noche Bajo Las Estrellas” in 
collaboration with local neighborhood and 
City partners.  

- Installed “No Oversize Vehicle 
Parking” on Marguerite Street behind Irving 
Magnet School to prevent abandoned 
vehicles and illicit activity. 

- CD13 Clean Team dispatched on an 
ongoing basis to provide support through the 
removal of bulky items and litter. 

We can always do more to promote the 
health and well-being of our families, make 
housing more affordable for people who 
desperately need it, improve the look and feel 
of every street, and work to strengthen our 
local economy through my ‘Open for 
Business’ small business reform initiative. 
Rest assured that my staff and I will continue 
to fight for on your behalf while on the Los 
Angeles City Council. 

Wishing you and your family peace, 
love, and joy throughout the New Year. 

God bless, 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell
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 GPIA           
IN 2016  

EDUCATING: 
Community brainstorming and 

goal setting 

Verdugo Road workshop 

Planning and Land Use 101 

  Tenant and landlord rights & 
responsibilities presentation 

COMMUNITY 
SERVICE: 

Monthly Flash Cleanups 

MLK Day of Service & tree 
planting 

Winter Homeless Shelter Night 
of Service 

LA River Clean-up 

Glassell Parkémon Go! Clean-up 

FUN! 
Community Potluck 

Spring Clean Rummage Sale 

National Night Out 

Anniversary Dinner 

Hallowe’en Festival 

Fruitcake Bakeoff & Raffle 

GPIA MEMBERS    
made these events happen, 

please join today.

www.gpia.org    JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017
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Do you shop at 

? 
If you go to  

www.smile.amazon.com 
and choose GPIA, a 
percentage of the 

amount you spend can be 
donated to us!  It’s the 
same Amazon site and 
account, but it benefits 
the community every 

time you shop!

GPIA November meeting featured tree & seedlings giveaway and Fall/Winter planting tips
At the November meeting, our guest speakers were Reies 

Flores from City Farm & L.A. River School and Loretta Allison 
from Fig Earth Supply.  Their talk, on the topic of Fall/Winter 
gardening in Northeast Los Angeles, was lighthearted and 
educational and they took many questions from our members.  
L.A. River School students donated a variety of vegetable and herb 
seedlings for members to take home, and City Plants gave away 
shade trees in the parking lot during and after the meeting.   

Many thanks to the Mayor's office and Amanda Mejia.

GPIA elects 2017 Board of 
Directors

Members who attended the 
November meeting elected the 
GPIA’s new Board of Directors for 
2017.  Former Vice-President, Eric 
Tallman, was elected President; and 
newcomer, Fatima Guzman will be 
Vice-President.  Our 2016 treasurer, 
Nancy Cortes, and 2016 Secretary, 
Marcie Rose, accepted second terms 
for 2017; and our 2016 President, 
Molly Lynn Taylor, will continue 
working to the community’s benefit 
as Improvement Chair.  Finally, our 
2016 Area Representatives, Patrick 
Cleary, Michelle Alvarez and Robert 
Campagna, will all continue in those 
positions for 2017.  Please see page 
2 for Eric’s first letter as President.  
We thank Nancy Cortes for 
translating the President’s letter 
into Spanish for page 3. 

The new Board will be sworn in 
at the January meeting.

     The GPIA hosted its first Holiday 
Fruitcake Bakeoff and Raffle on 
December 15th.  New GPIA 
President Eric Tallman worked 
decor magic transforming the 
conference room into a festive 
holiday zone.   
     Eight local bakers entered a 
variety of fruitcakes that judges 

Janis McCarthy and Joseph Morsman said were 
excellent.  The “Judges’ Choice” went to Molly Lynn 
Taylor.   
      Those who came out in the rain, sampled each 

fruitcake, enjoyed hot “wassail” and voted for their 
“Tasters’ Choice” cake (won by Marge Piane).  Some long-time 

Glassell Park residents who had never before visited our community center 
attended, and many of them went home with a fruitcake!

Holiday Fruitcake Bakeoff & Raffle brings out neighbors

Holiday Trees of NELA

Atwater Village Glassell Park Hermon

Highland Park El SerenoEagle Rock

Northeast Los Angeles showed its civic pride and holiday spirit with a 
variety of decorated pine and fir trees in medians and public parks.  Atwater 
Village’s tree was a work of art all in white; and Highland Park’s recently 
planted tree was draped in lights and ornaments.  Hermon added a lit star 
topper, and El Sereno used multiple strands of lights as well as a huge star.
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Robert Campagna, Area Representative
As the year comes to an end, it also marks a new beginning for some, as 

both businesses and residential new-comers have been flocking to Glassell 
Park.  

No Tox Life, opened their first store front at 3351 Fletcher Drive (at the 
corner of Estara). The mother/daughter partners consisting of Sandee and 
Callie Ferman, hand craft all-vegan soaps and bath products. 
They also carry jewelry and assorted clothing for sale.  

The housing market is also shaking things up, as Area 1 
recently had a refurbished 3 bedroom/2 bathroom home sell 
for $725,000 in November—on Estara Street, not too far from 
No Tox Life!  

With the Fletcher Road Diet/Streetscape project near 
completion, Area 1 is ground zero for both emerging businesses 
and new neighbors. Welcome to all and best of luck!

NOVEMBER PHOTO
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October 2017

Hallowe’en

Flash 
Cleanup

Join us for the GPIA’s 49th Anniversary dinner.  
Saturday, October 14th.  Celebrate nearly 50 years  
of work for our community.

GPIA 
Board 
Meeting

Anniversary 
Dinner

January 2017
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

January 2017

New Year’s 
Day

Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr. Day

MLK Day of 
Service

January is a good time to check your membership 
status!  You can renew your membership or join at 
the January meeting.

GPIA 
General 
Meeting

Come to the 
GPIA’s first 
meeting of the 
year & pick up a 
2017 Glassell Park 
calendar
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Glassell Park Improvement Association 

Taking Pride in our Community since 1968!
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December 2017

As 2017 ends, please consider renewing your 

membership in the GPIA for next year—our 50th 

anniversary!

GPIA Board Meeting

Christmas
Kwanzaa begins

Chanukah begins

Chanukah ends

Holiday Fruitcake Bakeoff

The Noche de Paz 
Holiday Celebration at 
Juntos Park was a huge 
success! From the 
procession, to the food 
and toys giveaway, the 
piñatas and so much 
more, youth and 
families were extremely 
thankful and enjoyed 
themselves at a 
beautiful evening made 
possible by community 
volunteers coordinated 
by Elizabeth Lopez, 
Regional Program 
Coordinator, Mayor’s 
Office of Public Safety, 
Gang Reduction & 
Youth Development. 

The GPIA hopes to 
continue its 
collaboration with the 
Mayor’s office in their 
work to promote safety, 
well being, and youth-
family-community 
development in 
Glassell Park. 

Noche de Paz at Juntos Park

 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM 
Free Training in Glassell Park 

 
 
On most days, fire, medical, and other professional first responders are only minutes away when you call 911.  However, 
when an earthquake or other large scale disaster strikes, you and your neighbors are your community’s first responders.  
The Los Angeles City Fire Department wants you to be prepared to safely help out when they cannot.   
LAFD offers a free class to teach you the skills that could save not only your life but the life of someone in your family or 
neighborhood. 
 

 
When: Wednesdays, Jan 4th-Feb 15th, 7pm - 9:30pm 
 
Class 1: Jan 04 Introduction and Disaster Awareness 
Class 2: Jan 11  Disaster Fire Suppression Techniques 
Class 3: Jan 18  Disaster Medical Operations 1 
Class 4: Jan 25  Disaster Medical Operations 2 
Class 5: Feb 01  Light Search & Rescue Operations 
Class 6: Feb 08  Team Organization & Disaster Psychology 
Class 7: Feb 15  Terrorism & Homeland Defense 
 

 
Training Location: 
 

Glassell Park Community & Senior Center 
3750 N. Verdugo Road 
Glassell Park, 90065 

 
 

Look up classes at:  
http://lafd-cert-program.eventbrite.com or Register for this class: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lafd-cert-glassell-park-tickets-28689330560 

www.gpia.org         JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017

JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive six issues of our newsletter. 
Plus your tax deductible donation supports the GPIA’s work to make Glassell Park better for everyone!  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)               
(includes one free 2x3.5” black & white ad)

 Senior (60+) ($12)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 

white.  For example, your black & white, business card-
sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” black & 

white ad! 
Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Tamar Galatzan
213-978-7878 or email: tamar.galatzan@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Louie Reyes   

 213-793-0758 (cell)     
or email 33184@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world.   

Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has. 

-- Margaret Mead

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

City Council 
Field Offices 
Council District 1 

Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

2017 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Eric Tallman

Vice President 
Fatima Guzman

Treasurer 
Nancy Cortes

Secretary 
Marcie Rose

Improvement 
Chair 
Molly Lynn Taylor

Area rep #1 
Robert Campagna

Area rep #2 
Michelle Alvarez

Area rep #3 
Patrick Cleary

Taking pride in our community since 1968!  Join today!

January 3 
BONC meeting recognizes 
GPNC’s 15 year anniversary, 
6pm, GP Community & 
Senior Center, 3750 N. 
Verdugo Rd.
January 12 
GPIA General Meeting, 7pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Rd.
January 17 & February 21 
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Rd.

January 21 
Flash Cleanup!, Carlyle & 
Avenue 30, see pg 4 
February 4 
Flash Cleanup!, includes 
“Councilmember on your 
Corner” with Mitch 
O’Farrell, CD13, see pg 4
February 7 
GPNC Homelessness Town 
Hall, 7:30pm, GP Community 
& Senior Center, 3750 N. 
Verdugo Rd. 

Upcoming Events

It’s 

January!  

Renew your 

membership 

today!

TO BE SCHEDULED 
The GPIA is organizing two Town Hall-style candidate 

debates for upcoming elections:
Council District One 

State Assembly District 51 
Info on Facebook or GPIA.org & sign up for email notifications


