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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                              

Thursday, Nov. 12th,  at 7pm
at the Glassell Park Community & 

Senior Center 
3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

The Community Center is located 

behind the Public Storage building.  

The parking lot entrance is on 

Verdugo Road between the Public 

Storage building and the Glassell 

Park Recreation Center.

NEWS
 GLASSELL PARK

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

NOVEMBER/
DECEMBER 2015

General Membership 
Meeting

November 12th
7pm*                                          
NOTE:

*Only current members may 
vote. We will accept dues 

payments (cash, check, credit 
card) beginning at 6:30pm the 

evening of the November 
meeting.

And to keep in touch between 
meetings, join us on 

Facebook:  GPIA-Glassell 
Park Improvement Association 

The GPIA needs you!
Join* and 

VOTE 

November 12th!
The Glassell Park Improvement Association is one of the oldest 

non-profit community improvement groups in Los Angeles.  
Much has changed since our founding in 1968, but our goal of 
working together for the betterment of Glassell Park has not.  

Guide the future of our community!       
Candidates for 2016 GPIA Board:

President - Molly Lynn Taylor
Vice-President - Eric Tallman

Secretary - Marcie Rose
Treasurer - Nancy Cortes

Improvement Chair - Jim Kiehl
Area Rep - Robert Campagna
Area Rep - Michelle Alvarez
Area Rep - Richard Rocha

see page 3 for more information

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 11/12/15 

Got ideas?  Let’s share!

Brainstorm!
Beverages!

Bingo?
after the election
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✓	
 It’s November! Join or renew your membership today! 
The GPIA welcomes everyone to our meetings, cleanups and events.  Your 

membership dues and/or donations are tax deductible and help pay for community 
improvements and the printing and mailing of this newsletter.  See page 6
✓   Lemon Poppy expanding
	
 Local favorite Lemon Poppy is taking over the space next door and hopes to 
open the new, larger restaurant by the end of the year.

✓   City Council votes to legalize urban beekeeping 
	
 The Los Angeles City Council voted to allow beekeeping within the city limits.

✓	
 Free dumpster provided by CD14
Councilmember Jose Huizar, CD14, has arranged for a dumpster for use of local 

constituents--not commercial users--on the 4th Saturday of each month.  The 
dumpster will be in the Eagle Rock Field Office parking lot at 2035 Colorado Blvd.

✓	
 Dept. of Recreation & Parks has mobile app
LA PARKS is a mobile app that is accessible via the web (not a download) at 

m.laparks.org  The app allows users to search for upcoming events, file a service 
request for a park/recreation center and access a directory of locations.

✓	
 Mail boxes are targeted by thieves
	
 A rash of thefts from US Postal Service mailboxes has been occurring in 
Northeast Los Angeles for months.  Patrons are urged to place outgoing mail into the 
mail slots inside post offices or hand it directly to a mail carrier.  

✓	
 New state law allows clotheslines
 Governor Brown signed a bill that gives all Californians the right to hang 

laundry on outdoor clotheslines or racks.  Apartment managers and Homeowners 
Associations can no longer prevent tenants from using a clothesline to dry laundry.

✓ Los Angeles County has “El Niño” website
The coming winter is predicted to be one of the strongest El Niño storm 

seasons in many years.  To see how LA County is preparing and for up-to-date 
information, visit:  www.lacounty.gov/elnino.  See page 10 for ways to get ready.

✓ No need to put bulky items on curbs in CD1
Residents of Council District 1 may now call 800-773-2489 to schedule a team 

to remove bulky items from inside their homes.  The pilot program, currently only in 
CD1, allows up to five standard bulky items per request.

✓	
 Potentially dangerous mosquito nearby
The Greater Los Angeles County Vector Control District has confirmed the 

existence of Asian tiger mosquitoes in the San Gabriel Valley, Silver Lake and recently 
in Elysian Valley.  The mosquitoes can spread deadly diseases like yellow and dengue 
fevers. Go to: http://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/mosquitoes/invasive-
mosquitoes/ for more information, or www.reportmosquitoes.org if you see them.  
CD13 will host a public meeting on preventive measures on Nov. 2nd at 6pm at 
Friendship Auditorium, 3201 Riverside Drive 90027.

✓ Fresh & Easy closing
Fresh & Easy announced it will close all of its remaining US stores, including the 

Glassell Park location, within weeks.  In related news, Sprouts will not open its Eagle 
Rock store until next year, and the market at  Arthur & Verdugo remains empty.

✓ Fire Station 44 has sand and sand bags available
Cypress Park Fire Station 44, located at 1410 Cypress Street, has free sand and 

sand bags for residents.  The LAFD does not provide filled sandbags--it’s strictlly “fill it 
yourself ”.  Call 213-485-6244 to check availability.

✓ GPNC readies for 2016 Board elections
It’s time to consider running for a seat on the Glassell Park Neighborhood 

Council’s Board!  Candidate filing begins on February 6th and the election will take 
place on Saturday, May 21st.  For information go to: glassellparknc.org

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?

LETTER FROM OUT-
GOING PRESIDENT, 
MAGGIE DARETT-QUIROZ

Happy November! I would like to 
thank everyone that attended our 
annual Glassell Park Improvement 
Association dinner. Big thanks to 
Marge, for all you do to make this event 
a great success. We had our dinner at 
the Coffee Table in Eagle Rock, another  
great anniversary it was amazing. 
Thank you Coffee Table for your 
hospitality!

As the holiday season is soon 
approaching, the Northeast Los 
Angeles area is looking forward to the 
many events this season. One of the 
many events that we have in Northeast 
Los Angeles is the Veteran’s Day 
Parade this upcoming Veteran’s Day! 
As part of the Veterans parade 
committee I would like to invite 
everyone to join us on our 10th annual 
Veterans parade. Sunday, November 8, 
2015. This year’s route would be from 
Fire station 55 located at 4455 York 
Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90041 to the 
Eagle Rock American Hall Legion Post 
276 located at 2109 Merton Avenue, 
Los Angeles CA 90041. The parade will 
start  at 1 pm to approximately 2:15 pm 
followed by awards & entertainment at 
the American Legion Parking Lot 
beginning at 2:30pm to 4:30pm. 

This parade is a great opportunity 
to either volunteer or go out and have a 
jubilant time honoring those who have 
served for our great nation.  I would 
like to thank everyone who has served. 
I appreciate your sacrifice for our 
freedom. Thank you to all of our 
veteran families for their sacrifice for 

http://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
http://www.lacounty.gov/elnino
http://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/mosquitoes/invasive-mosquitoes/
http://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/mosquitoes/invasive-mosquitoes/
http://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/mosquitoes/invasive-mosquitoes/
http://www.glacvcd.org/vector-information/mosquitoes/invasive-mosquitoes/
http://www.reportmosquitoes.org
http://www.reportmosquitoes.org


www.gpia.org        NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015

3 

our freedom. As a military wife, I 
personally know the sacrifice we do to 
support our men and women on their 
journey for our country. THANK YOU!

I am excited about our upcoming 
8th Annual Glassell Park Tree Lighting 
Event on December 6, 2015. In the Rite 
Aid parking lot located at 4044 Eagle 
Rock Blvd, Los Angeles CA, 90065 
from 5pm to 9pm.  Every year I 
coordinate the Glassell Park Tree 
Lighting event, an amazing event 
where so many families and 
community members come together to 
enjoy performances from our local 
schools, hot chocolate and cookies as 
Santa Claus arrives and delivers gifts to 
the children of the community.  I would 
like to thank some of the organizations 
and businesses that sponsor this 
traditional event: Councilmember 
Gilberto Cedillo and their staff, GPIA, 
State Farm in Atwater, Anahuak Soccer 
League, Elliot Megdal and Associates, 
Rite Aid, Super A Foods, Raul Macias, 
Art Camarillo, Ruby De Vera, Groom 
for Less, Relaxation Stations and 
hopefully more for their donations to 
make this event happen. The tree 
lighting festival is sure to be 
memorable and filled with holiday 
cheer! We hope to put a big smile on a 
child’s face at this tree lighting event.

Other than updating you on the 
upcoming events, I would also like to 
take the time to thank everyone who 
has supported me as I have held this 
position on the Glassell Park 
Improvement Association. It has been 
quite a significant year, filled with so 
many memorable events and 
passionate people. I am humbled to 
have served as the President and look 
forward to the upcoming year and what 
the year has in store for this 
organization.  As I part from this 
position, I wish Molly Taylor a happy 
and healthy year, as it takes a lot of 
energy and positivity to have any 
leadership type of role in an 
organization such as the GPIA. But 
there is no doubt in my mind that she 
will be stupendous and will help the 
organization and residents of Glassell 
Park to come together. After all, that is 
the point of this organization: to better 
Glassell Park and have it be as beautiful  
as the people who inhabit it.  With that 
being said, I wish the happiest of 
holidays to you all and a Happy 2016 
New Year!

As the nominating committee for the GPIA 2016 slate for our Board 
of Directors, we are thrilled with the candidates that we’re presenting to 
our GPIA members.

The GPIA has been fortunate to be carried so capably and ethically 
by a cadre of community activist veterans.  With their support, we 
sought to expand the talent pool and diversity for community 
representation, and we’ve done just that.

Our 2016 slate of candidates include a number of entrepreneurs 
from various business sectors including real estate, restaurants, 
education and the arts.  Some were born and raised right here in Glassell  
Park and some in the Northeast L.A. area.  The others chose Glassell 
Park as the community in which to plant their roots.

Our candidates are a group of  smart, optimistic and caring people 
with one major thing in common--they have all chosen to volunteer 
their time and energy for the betterment of our community by working 
as leaders of the Glassell Park Improvement Association.

2016 GPIA Board Candidates  

GPIA 2016 Board Candidates.  L-R: Robert Campagna, Eric Tallman, Nancy Cortes, 
Michelle Alvarez, Jim Kiehl, Marcie Rose, Molly Lynn Taylor and Richard Rocha

City Planning Commission wants stricter rules on billboards
The Los Angeles City Planning Commission made recommendations 

to the City Council regarding outdoor advertising including digital 
billboards.  Not only did the Commission turn down the idea of 
legalizing hundreds of existing billboards that lack permits or are out of 
compliance with the terms of their permits; but it also pushed for greater  
amounts of current billboard space that must be taken down when a 
company wants to put up a new sign.  In addition, it upheld the current 
zones where new billboards are allowed.

The City Council will need a supermajority (10 out of 15 votes) to 
override the Commission’s recommendations in favor of the less 
demanding regulations they were considering.

The City Planning Commission is made up of members who are 
appointed by the mayor; whereas the City Council is made up of elected 
members, many of whom have benefited from ubiquitous billboard ads 
during election years.

by Helene Schpak & Jim Kiehl

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
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GPIA celebrates 47th 
Anniversary

The back patio of The Coffee 
Table in Eagle Rock once again 
hosted the GPIA for its 47th 
Anniversary Dinner.  The group 
was happy to meet new 
neighbors and reconnect with 
longtime friends.  

As always, The Coffee Table 
served excellent food and wines.

Thanks to Jim Kiehl for the 
delicious tres leches cake from 
Porto’s Bakery.

The GPIA welcomes 
everyone at its anniversary 
dinners.  The September issue of  
this Newsletter will have details 
for the 2016 event.

GPIA News “pops up” around Glassell Park

“The Big Draw” in Glassell Park

Photos by Molly 
Lynn Taylor

Saturday, October 17th, was “The Big Draw” and 
in Glassell Park, the GPNC’s Public Arts Committee 
and Council District 1 hosted families, artists and 
friends along Eagle Rock Blvd. at Avenue 34.  
Committee Chairperson Crystal-Lynne Orozco 

organized volunteers to create 
a giant map of streets and 
landmarks in Glassell Park that 
everyone took turns coloring.  
       The GPNC provided snacks 
and drinks, and the committee 
hosted kid-friendly games and 
an art wall for painting.

Community information boxes have “popped up” 
in many of the more-trafficked areas of Glassell Park.  
In them, passers-by can find GPNC newsletters, local  
event and informational flyers, and (when otherwise 
empty) the GPIA News!

Locations include:  Avenue 33 at St. Bernard 
School, Delevan Street, in front of NELA Union on 
Eagle Rock Blvd., outside La Esquina on Division 
and at the bus transit triangle.  If you want to suggest 
sites for additional boxes, or to report an empty box, 
email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com

GPIA’s September Flash Cleanup                                    by Jim Kiehl
Thanks to those who came out on Saturday, September 26th, for our Flash 

Cleanup.  We left Verdugo at the freeway looking pretty good. 
Thanks to CD13 for sending the River Team, two young men with a truck 

and good tools.  They worked the CD 13 side of Verdugo, and our volunteers 
worked the center median and the CD 14 side of the street.  Bob Ammons 
cleaned out trash from the storm drain grates on Avenue 40 at Eagle Rock as 
well.  When we were finished, the River Team took and disposed of all the 
trash for us.  

The River Team had some more time that morning, so they went with 
Sasha Loobkoff from the Flash Clean-up team to the 2 Freeway’s northbound 
onramp on Eagle Rock Blvd., and the three of them did more cleaning there.  

A couple of days after the cleanup more items showed up under the 
freeway overpass on Verdugo.  Brigette Ammons called City Sanitation and 
they removed it all.  

The next Flash Cleanup is November 14th.  See page 9 for details.

GPIA mulched North Monument                                    by Jim Kiehl
At the GPIA’s request to CD 14, the LA Dept. of Sanitation delivered mulch 

to the median at Eagle Rock Blvd. &  Lincoln for the plants at the North 
monument and for the trees just to the south of the monument.  Thanks to 
Lucy Aparicio of CD 14 for contacting City Sanitation and getting us the mulch. 

On Saturday, October 3rd, Janis McCarthy, Sasha Loobkoff, Carlos Cabrera  
and Jim Kiehl spread the mulch, did some light trimming and watered the 
plants and trees near the monument.  Thanks again to Hal’s Eagle Rock Pet 
Shop and its owner RJ for allowing us to use their water.  A great effort by all in 
maintaining our community’s public spaces!

The November Flash Cleanup will further clean the monument area, spread 
more mulch and install new plants purchased with funds donated by the GPIA.  
See page 9 for information about the cleanup & planting event on November 
14th.

mailto:gpiaNews90065@gmail.com
mailto:gpiaNews90065@gmail.com
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Take Action Today!
Issues affecting the quality of life in Glassell Park need our attention:

Homelessness EIR process at risk Illegal dumping Adopt a Tree
In the past year, 

Glassell Park--like much 
of Los Angeles--has seen a 
noticeable increase in the 
number of people who are 
without homes.  These 
neighbors may be living 
directly on our streets and 
sidewalks, while others 
live in cars and RVs 
parked at our curbs.

Now that Winter is 
upon us, and heavy 
rainfall is predicted, it is 
imperative that we find 
and provide shelter to 
those who need it.  
Northeast Los Angeles has 
no designated Winter 
shelter for people who do 
not have homes.  

In October, the 
Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council 
sent a Letter of Request to 
the Mayor and our three 
Councilmembers asking 
them to identify a 
temporary Winter shelter 
in Northeast Los Angeles 
and to provide for the 
immediate needs (food, 
water, hygiene essentials 
and showers) of our 
homeless community 
members.

Find a copy of the full 
letter at: http://
glassellparknc.org/about/
letters/

Councilmember Gil 
Cedillo, who represents 
much of Glassell Park, has 
introduced a motion 
(#12-1690-S5) that would 
“streamline” a process by 
which communities are 
protected from 
unscrupulous developers.

Environmental 
Impact Reports must be 
completed and submitted 
for building projects 
throughout Los Angeles 
and often bring to light 
concerns about which 
Zoning Administrators--
and the community--
might otherwise be 
unaware.  Mr. Cedillo, in 
the name of affordable 
housing, is recommending 
easing EIR requirements 
to speed up the process for  
developers. Expedited 
processing of new EIRs 
would be for sale to any 
builder willing to pay a fee 
to get less scrutiny.  

The GPIA has long 
held a position that 
Glassell Park needs all 
possible protections to 
safeguard not only our 
hillsides, but also our 
business and residential 
streets from the kind of 
unregulated building to 
which we have been 
subjected in the past. 

Everyone who lives in 
Glassell Park knows that 
illegal dumping is getting 
worse.  

In spite of constant 
community volunteer 
cleanups, catchy slogans,  
repeated promises, helpful  
apps and easy online 
reporting, we can’t drive 
down a single street 
without seeing a TV or 
desk or mattress at the 
curb.

Recently the LA Times 
reported that Northeast 
Los Angeles is among a 
few areas of the city that 
do not get the same city 
sanitation department 
services that the rest of 
Los Angeles gets.  A large 
percentage of our reports 
and calls for pickups go 
unanswered.

This disregard for our 
community is not 
acceptable.

The GPIA urges 
everyone to contact the 
Mayor’s office and our 
Councilmembers to 
demand a complete sweep 
of Glassell Park--every 
street, every curb.  Once 
that is accomplished, we 
insist on the same level of 
response the rest of the 
city enjoys.

Due to the drought, 
the city has turned off the 
water that kept our 
medians green.  With the 
rains, the grass will come 
back, but the fledgling 
jacaranda trees may not.  

According to a local 
arborist and experts with 
Northeast Trees, young 
jacaranda trees need 
regular watering--at least 
twice each month--to 
establish themselves.

We can pay to have 
the trees watered, and are 
launching a fundraising 
drive dedicated to SAVE 
THE GP JACARANDAS!

You can Adopt-a-Tree 
with your donation at:  
gp90065.org.  Click on 
“GP Adopt-a-Tree”.

Update:
Thanks to CD1’s Jose 

Rodriguez, trees in the 
medians on San Fernando 
Road were mulched by LA  
Conservation Corps and 
will be watered monthly.  
The same team agreed to 
mulch and water the 
median trees on Eagle 
Rock Blvd. within CD1.  

The GPIA brought this 
issue to the Council 
office’s attention and we 
are pleased to be working 
together to save our trees.

How to make contact (a single call is worth 3 emails):

Mayor:
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
213-978-0600
Area representative info on page 6

Gilbert Cedillo, CD1:
councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
213-473-7001 City Hall office
Field office info on page 7

Mitch O’Farrell, CD13:
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org
213-473-7013 City Hall office
Field office info on page 7

José Huizar, CD14:
councilmember.huizar@lacity.org
213-473-7014 City Hall office
Field office info on page 7

All Councilmembers:
City Council c/o City Clerk
City Hall, Rm 395
200 N. Spring St., L.A., CA 90012

Dept of Sanitation:
www.lacitysan.org
1-800-773-2489 (service requests)

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
mailto:mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
mailto:councilmember.cedillo@lacity.org
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
http://www.gilcedillo.com/team_cedillo
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Field Deputy Ben Pak
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026
213-483-9300
ben.pak@sen.ca.gov

California Senate District 24 
report from
Senator Kevin de León
Senate President pro Tempore

SAFETY FIRST. 
Mayor Garcetti announced that 

Eagle Rock High School will have the 
first classrooms in the nation to pilot 
ShakeAlert — the United States 
Geological Survey’s earthquake early 
warning system. Students will be 
provided with access to the beta-stage 
version of the system, which can deliver 
a few seconds or minutes of warning 
before seismic shaking can be felt. 

“In the future, it may mean you’ll 
have enough time to pull over to the side  
of the road, or step back from getting in 
an elevator,” said Mayor Garcetti. 

TAKING ACTION ON 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING. 

On October 23, Mayor Garcetti 
signed an Executive Directive ordering 
City departments to expedite case 
processing for housing development 
projects with more than 20 percent of 
units dedicated as affordable. 

The directive comes as the Mayor 
announced support for a “linkage fee” 
on market rate development — to create 
new, local, and flexible funding for 
affordable housing activity — and other 
strategies to double the production of 
affordable units in the city.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 
Mayor Eric Garcetti has announced 

a new artist-in-residence program that 
taps into L.A.'s unmatched creative 
energy, and will stimulate outside-the-
box thinking in the City’s approach to 
pressing issues.

The Department of Cultural Affairs’ 
Creative Catalyst Artist-in-Residence 
Program challenges artists to work with 
City departments on innovative ways to 
connect Angelenos with the Mayor’s 
vision for a safer, more sustainable, and 
dynamic Los Angeles.

Interested? The Creative Catalyst 
Artist-in-Residence Program guidelines 
are available online at:  

http://bit.ly/1W4Yx5O and http://
culturela.org/

City of Los Angeles report from 
Amanda Mejia, East Area 
Representative for
Mayor Eric Garcetti

Amanda Mejia, East Area Rep.
200 N. Spring Street, LA 90012
213-978-0812
amanda.mejia@lacity.org

Hello Friends,
Together, we've begun a new 

chapter of our historic fight to protect 
our environment and jumpstart the 
clean energy future that Californians 
deserve.

Up and down this great state of 
ours, the people made their voices 
heard with overwhelming support for 
the goals we have set forth in the 
climate bill I authored, SB 350. A 
remarkable coalition of forward-
thinking businesses, national and 
international world leaders, prize 
winners in science and technology.

This year more than ever before, 
your concerns about our shared climate 
found robust debate in the public 
forum. My colleagues heard 
constituents speaking about the 
consequences they suffer every day, the 
consequences that result from our 
continued dependence on fossil fuels.

By taking this road, we have 
affected world action on climate 
change. And now the global community  
is counting on us to do even more. We 
must not forsake California's amazing 
opportunity to shine our golden 
ingenuity for the whole world to see.

Certain industries should not be 
driving the decisions of our elected 
leaders, much less bending the shape of 
our future. The business model they 
represent is wreaking havoc on our 
planet and holding back the emergence 
of a new economy. So they resort to fear  
– that jobs will be lost, that industry 
will flee, that the people will suffer – to 
keep us wedded to the past, to the 
obsolete.

We know how to lead. We are the 
pioneers. But we have to keep this 
momentum going, because we don't 
have a moment to lose. This fight for 
our future is about protecting our right 
to live and our planet. I will be there to 
fight beside you every step of the way.

Sincerely,

Join the GPIA today!
The Glassell Park Improvement 

Association is a non-profit 
organization of community 

members dedicated to improving 
Glassell Park for the enjoyment of 

all our residents.
When you join the GPIA, you 

support our efforts on behalf of 
the community.  

In the past year, the GPIA has:
volunteered

at monthly “Flash Cleanups” in an 
effort to get rid of trash & weeds 

along our streets
published 

6 issues of this newsletter, the 
“GPIA News”
maintained

the GPIA takes responsibility for 
the upkeep of our North and 

South monuments; this year GPIA 
volunteers scraped & painted both 

monuments 
provided 

funding to buy tools to keep the 
Glassell Park Community Garden 

going strong
donated 

pan dulce and hot chocolate for 
the annual Holiday Tree Lighting 

event
written & submitted 

numerous position letters on 
issues of concern to members

hosted 
6 General Membership meetings, 

providing the community an 
opportunity to voice their 

concerns and ideas to our elected 
officials and representatives

approved 
spending to provide essential bi-
monthly watering to the trees in 

our medians

With your involvement, we look 
forward to bringing new vitality to 

Glassell Park!  
Join online (gp90065.org), by mail 

(see form on page 11) or in 
person at a meeting (cash, check & 

credit cards accepted).

State Senate & Mayor’s office Reports

http://bit.ly/1W4Yx5O
http://bit.ly/1W4Yx5O
http://culturela.org/
http://culturela.org/
http://culturela.org/
http://culturela.org/
mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
mailto:amanda.mejia@lacity.org
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo

Council District 13 report 
from Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell

Council District 14 report from  
Lauren Ballard, Field 
Deputy for Councilmember 
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lauren Ballard
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041
323-254-5295
lauren.ballard@lacity.org

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez
3750 Verdugo Road, LA 90065
323-341-5671
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Mary Rodriguez
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028
213-207-3015
mary.rodriguez@lacity.org

This month, my office is 
collaborating with our community 
partners to take back the stucco wall 
along Chapman Street that has been a 
canvas for taggers for many years in the 
Drew/Estara neighborhood.

I am working with neighborhood 
volunteers and the Los Angeles 
Beautification Team (LABT) to clean 
the area around the Chapman wall, 
plant creeping fig, and install an 
irrigation system to help the vine grow 
and protect the structure from future 
vandalism. 

Forest Lawn Cemetery has 
generously agreed to install a recycled 
water line that will run from its 
property to Chapman Street. This will 
allow LABT to maintain the area and 
water the vines. 

When everything is finished, a total  
of 1380 feet of green vines will provide 
coverage to deter graffiti. I know you 
share my excitement about this latest 
neighborhood improvement.

I have worked in the Glassell Park 
community for more than a decade to 
rid the area of gangs and crime. 
Together, we razed a known gang house  
and created a community garden, made 
significant improvements to the tree 
canopy that lines Drew Street, and 
planted 70 trees along Fletcher Drive. 
My CD13 Clean Team also conducts a 
weekly cleanup in the area and the 
Department of Sanitation has provided 
additional trash bins to assist in these 
efforts. We are all partners in improving 
our neighborhoods. 

In addition to the great community 
partners, I also want to extend my 
appreciation to neighborhood 
prosecutor Gabrielle Taylor from the 
City Attorney’s office for her work in the 
13th District. The collaboration between 
my office and Gabrielle has helped 
improve the quality of life for all of my 
Glassell Park constituents.

The beautification of the Chapman 
wall will take place on November 21. If 
you would like to help, please contact 
my Glassell Park field deputy Mary 
Rodriguez at 213-207-3015.

Dear Glassell Park,
A lot is going on, so I’ll just 

share with you a couple of policy 
updates from Council District 14. 

In late September, as Co-
Chair of the Homelessness & 
Poverty Committee, 
Councilmember Huizar joined 
several of his colleagues in calling 
on the City to provide $100 
million to help fund homeless 
services in the City. 
Councilmember Huizar also 
signed onto a motion to declare a 
homelessness State of Emergency 
in the City and as the Co-Chair of 
the Homelessness & Poverty 
Committee, Huizar is working 
with City Departments to craft a 
comprehensive homelessness 
plan, which should be ready for 
review by the end of the year.

Additionally, the Los Angeles 
City Council voted in October to 
approve the final language for an 
urban beekeeping ordinance to 
allow residential beekeeping in 
City of Los Angeles’ 
neighborhoods. Last month, the 
City Council voted to instruct the 
City Attorney to finalize the 
language for the urban 
beekeeping ordinance, which was 
vetted and shaped in the City’s 
Planning & Land Use 
Management Committee under 
the leadership of Councilmember 
Huizar.

As always, CD14 is here to 
assist you with any of your 
municipal issues. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out.

Dear Friends,
Our ‘Keep It Clean’ campaign  

keeps moving ahead. Team Cedillo 
together with the Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council sponsored a 
Glassell Park Community Pride Clean 
Up with over 150 volunteers. We filled 
50 thirty gallon trash bags with litter, 
weeds, and debris and collected 
illegal dumping of bulky items to fill a 
40 cubic yard trash bin. 

 After months of work between my 
staff and the Glassell Park 
Neighborhood Council we hosted a Big 
Draw LA event with over 50 people of 
all ages come through and participated 
in drawing that is considered a 
universal language that connects 
generations, cultures, and communities.  

 My staff along with Glassell Park 
Improvement Association members 
concerned about the protection and 
future health of street trees identified 
approximately 41 trees on San 
Fernando Rd and over 50 trees on Eagle 
Rock Blvd to receive mulch and 
monthly watering using reclaimed 
water. My office through a contract with 
the LA Conservation Corps will 
complete the work to ensure we help 
protect our environment. 

 I continue focused on helping to 
house our homeless by co-authoring a 
motion declaring a State of Emergency. 
While we don’t have the same 
declaration authority as with an 
earthquake we must act with the same 
urgency to fund intermediate 
alternatives like expanded winter 
shelter, new safe parking programs and 
permanent solutions like increased 
building of affordable housing on city 
and private land. The Mayor and City 
Council are committed and partnering 
with the County with great motivation 
and vision. With your support we will 
help make a difference in Los Angeles.  

 Please contact my office at (323) 
341-5671 for assistance to keep our 
district moving forward, making it #1.

 Sincerely,
Gilbert Cedillo
Councilmember, 1st District

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
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Arty vibe & roomy 
tables in the coffee 

shop, plus a full bar with 
giant TVs in the lounge!
Restaurant open every 
day from 7am-10pm 
and Lounge opens at 
4pm each afternoon.
1958 Colorado Blvd 

in Eagle Rock

The Glassell Park Junior Girls Softball 
Team competed against teams from all over 
the city to win not only the metro region, but 
also the 2015 Citywide Softball Championship. 

Congratulations to the Glassell Park 
Recreation Center, the coaches, parents and 
girls for this amazing accomplishment. 

Glassell Park girls win softball 
championship

The team and coaches with their certificates from CD 1

Glassell Park 
Annual 

Holiday Tree Lighting
Sunday, December 6th, 5-9pm
Rite-Aid parking lot: 4044 Eagle Rock Blvd.

Entertainment

Free toys from Santa

Pan Dulce & Hot Chocolate 
provided by the GPIA

Renew your 
GPIA 

Membership 
today!  

See page 11 
for details.
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FLASH
CLEANUP!
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Eagle Rock & Lincoln

Saturday, November 14, 8am
The  Glassell Park Improvement Association invites you to help clean up and replant around the 

North monument in the median on Eagle Rock Blvd. at Lincoln Avenue (1 block south of York Blvd.)
The “Flash Cleanup” idea is to give a short time--45 minutes--that won’t get in the way of our busy weekends. 

We come together, care for our community, finish and go. The more people who show up the more we can 
accomplish.

Please join us at the North monument, and don’t forget to bring your own sun protection, work gloves and water.
Contact Jim Kiehl (see below) to RSVP or to join our team for future clean ups.           

We are working with CD14, to arrange for pickup of filled trash bags.  Thank you to Councilmember José Huizar’s 
office for their help and support.

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 GLASSELL      
PARK

working together to better our community since 1968

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Relaxation Stations serve the community by helping people reduce stress 
by Maggie Darett-Quiroz

An oasis in Glassell Park, Relaxation Stations sole purpose is to help people relax and heal from whatever stress they 
encounter in their lives. Created by a husband and wife team, Dr. Anthony Cahill and Esther Cahill have been local residents 
for over 14 years. The idea of Relaxation Stations arrived to Dr. Cahill in a dream. He awoke with a very clear vision; a form of 
alternative healing that is fast and affordable, available to the average person. He knew he had to think of something different 
to help meet the needs of stress reduction in his patients and also wanted to have a larger impact on stress reduction in 
society. 

Dr. Cahill says, “All doctors know that stress is the cause of nearly all disease.  Stress finds the weakest part of the body 
and continually goes there”.  He saw how stressed people are in the mind and how it goes straight to the body. Stress can be 
in the form of a bad boss, work environment, relationship issue, a sudden loss, driving in traffic, moving, to-do list, etc., any of 
these can cause health problems and not everyone can afford or find the right kind of help.  

Healing begins in the mind and Dr. Cahill says that science has proven that one of the best ways to alleviate stress in the 
mind is through meditation.  He then went a step further and began studying the impact of low-threshold mechanoreceptor 
stimulation, and observed how this activated the healing parasympathetic nervous system response. “This normally occurs at 
rest and is how we heal”  Dr. Cahill further states that, “most people don’t get a good night’s rest, or have time to take a nap 
during the day, both are needed to heal both body and mind.” 

Then he had the dream. Combining a way to relax the body and mind together.  The result is a 20-minute guided 
relaxation-meditation. Within minutes tension leaves your body and the mind is calmed from thoughts that distract you.  At the 

end, in just 20-minutes, an amazing amount of energy is felt coming up 
through your body.  This is bio-energy, and it has the ability to heal.  
Esther says, “I love  hearing about the results in our clients; sciatica gone, 
back pain gone, blood pressure dropping, clients feeling more relaxed and 
calm in all aspects of their lives. This is why we do what we do.”  
Esther and Dr. Cahill hope to spread relaxation throughout the City of Los 
Angeles, and beyond. They see that this can help make the world a more 
peaceful & happy place. 

The GPIA will plant a 
garden outside Glassell 
Park Early Education 
Center

The GPIA, in collaboration 
with North East Trees, plans to 
plant and maintain a child-
friendly garden in the parkway 
across from the Glassell Park 
Early Education Center.  The 
first phase of new landscaping 
will involve soil improvement 
and planting trees.

Residents on Avenue 30 
and the GPEEC are on board to 
help transform the dirt strip 
into a beautiful, educational 
garden of edible, fragrant, 
butterfly-
friendly and 
otherwise 
interesting 
plants.

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
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Fix 
leaks before it rains!  
Get a roofer to 
check for potential 
trouble.  

Clean 
gutters and 
downspouts.  Use a 
hose to make sure 
downspouts are 
clear. 

Paint 
exterior wood trim.  
Prevent dry rot and 
termites by keeping 
water out of cracks 
in old paint.

Check 
windows to make 
sure caulk is still 
securing glass 
panes in place.

Make sure 
water on balconies 
and decks flows 
away from your 
house.

Tires 
should have at least 
50% of tread life to 
function properly 
on wet streets.

Replace 
windshield wipers 
before it starts 
raining.

Check 
car lights-- front, 
back and brake.

Consider 
preemptively 
replacing an older 
car battery.  

Brakes 
don’t function as 
well when they’re 
cold and wet.  

Drainage 
patterns may 
change if you have 
altered you 
landscaping.  Add 
mulch to remaining 
beds where water 
will now collect.

Turn off 
automatic 
sprinklers or invest 
in a “smart” 
controller.  The 
DWP has rebates.

Capture 
rain water.  Direct 
downspouts into 
rain barrels.  The 
DWP offers rebates 
for barrels.

Loosen 
and mulch the 
ground around your  
house.  Dry soil 
becomes compacted 
and can’t absorb 
much water.  

Secure 
your yard against 
high winds, place 
potted plants under 
cover, raise outdoor  
furniture off the 
ground with bricks 
or plywood.

Talk 
to your neighbors to 
find out if their 
property drains 
onto yours.  

Need 
flood insurance?  In  
Glassell Park, we 
rarely think about 
it, but FEMA is 
recommending it 
for SoCal.  Go to: 
floodsmart.gov

Store 
important 
documents outside 
your house--online, 
on a thumb drive, 
mail copies to a 
friend. 

Pack 
a disaster kit.  
Check out aaa.com 
and ready.gov for 
lists of things to 
have on hand.

Before El Niño arrives....Be prepared! 
A few ways to get ready for the predicted rainstorms to come, because once it 
starts raining, it might be too late!

Attend
Town Hall meeting at 
6:30pm, 11/5, GP 
Community & Senior 
Center. Sponsored by 
LA Emergency 
Management Dept., 
www.ElNinoLA.com
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive our newsletter, invitations 
to our meetings & special events, and the opportunity to participate in our improvement projects.  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                                

 Senior (60+) ($12)	
 	
 	


 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gp90065.org OR bring the completed form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  Designed and edited by 
Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.  
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--single 
issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & white.  

For example, your black & white, business card-sized ad will 
run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.                                                            

Email us at gpiaNews90065@gmail.com to request a 
rate sheet.

Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-2230 or email: gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Louie Reyes   

 213-793-0758 (cell), 323-344-5712 (office)     
or email 33184@lapd.lacity.org

 Northeast LAPD Graffiti Abatement/
Community Liaison Officer 

Molly Beall
                323-344-5712 (office)                               
or email 32430@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers:

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381

Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200
Graffiti removal            800-675-4357

LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD
Poison Control            800-876-4766
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381

Restraining Order      213-974-5587
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489

Tree Trimming           800-996-2489
Water & Power            800-342-5397
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1
For all city services, call  3-1-1

Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world.  Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has.-- Margaret Mead

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gp90065.org
http://www.gp90065.org
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
mailto:gpia90065@gmail.com
mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
mailto:34368@lapd.lacity.org
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Taking pride in our community since 1968

City Council 
Field Offices
Council District 1
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

GPIA Board 
Members
President
Maggie Darett-Quiroz

Vice President
Tony Butka

Treasurer
Joan Potter

Secretary
vacant

Improvement
Chair
Jim Kiehl

Area rep #1
Mark Quiroz

Area rep #2
Brian Frobisher

Area rep #3
Janis McCarthy

Upcoming Events
Every Saturday
GP Farmers Market, 10a-3p, 
Goodwill parking lot, 3150 
N. San Fernando Rd.
November 2
CD13 Asian Tiger Mosquito 
Meeting, 6pm, see page 2
November 4
Volunteer work day at 
Audubon Center, 9a-12n, 
desbpark@audubon.org
November 5
“El Nino” Town Hall, 6:30p, 
Community & Senior Ctr., 
3750 N. Verdugo Rd.
November 8
NELA Veterans Day Parade, 
www.nelavetsparade.com
November 12
GPIA General Meeting,  see 
cover & page 3

November 14
NELA Greenspace 1st 
Anniversary hike, 
www.nelagreenspace.com

November 14
Flash Cleanup & Planting, 
8am, see page 9

November 14 & 
December 12
NELAart Second Saturday 
Art Walk,  7-10pm (most), go 
to www.NELAart.org 

November 17
GPNC General Community 
Stakeholders meeting, 7pm, 
Community & Senior Ctr., 
3750 N. Verdugo Rd.

December 6
Glassell Park Annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting,  see page 8

Only paid 

members 

can vote at 

November 

meeting, 

please join 

today!  

http://www.NELAart.org
http://www.NELAart.org

