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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                              

Thursday, May 8th, at 7pm

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center 

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  
The parking lot entrance is on 
Verdugo Road between the Public 
Storage building and the Glassell 
Park Recreation Center pool.

NEWS
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2014

Please come to the next 
GPIA meeting Thursday, 

May 8th.  

Our May meeting will be 
about preserving            

Moss Canyon            
as open space and/or a  

community orchard.  

Molly Taylor               
will lead a discussion about  

how to make it happen!

                        

Bring your ideas for 
improving Glassell Park.  

Field Deputies and our 
Senior Lead Officer will attend 
to give us guidance on how to 

achieve our goals for the 
community.

And to keep in touch between 
meetings, join us on 

Facebook:  GPIA-Glassell 
Park Improvement Association

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 5/8/14 

GPIA will host river cleanup May 3rd

Come join your neighbors and help clean up the Los Angeles River on 
Saturday, May 3rd.  Details page 6.  (Photo from 2013 event)
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✓ Copper thefts to blame for street lighting outages
Council District 1 and the Bureau of Street Lighting are asking for citizens to 

report suspicious activity around metal pole street lamps in the area.  There has 
been a rash of thefts of copper wiring--sometimes multiple thefts at the same lamp 
pole--resulting in dark streets throughout the area.

✓ Councilmember moves to bring back speed humps
Councilmember José Huizar, CD14, introduced two motions intended to bring 

back the City’s speed hump program.  The first asks for a Dept. of Transporation 
report on proposal to bring back the program; and the second would require that 
any entity that removes an existing speed hump replaces it within 60 days.

✓ Library offers free online high school diploma 
The Los Angeles Public Library is the first public library in the nation to offer 

adults the opportunity to earn a high school diploma and career certificate online.  
Enrollment is limited, but is on-going.  For information, go to: http://www.lapl.org/cohs

✓ Deadly citrus disease in LA County
Agriculture officials put LA residents on “high alert” for a deadly citrus disease 

called Huanglonging (HLB) that is transmitted by the Asian citrus psyllid, an insect 
that feeds on citrus leaves.  The disease causes citrus trees to produce bitter, inedible 
fruit and eventually kills the tree.  See californiacitrusthreat.org for photos and call 
800-491-1899 to report symptoms.

✓ City Council bans e-cigarettes in most public places
The LA City Council voted to outlaw “vaping”--inhaling vapors produced by e-

cigarettes--in most work sites and many public places including parks and some 
beaches.  The new ban in essence treats e-cigarettes like conventional cigarettes.

✓ Free tires recycling with LA Bureau of Sanitation
Los Angeles residents can drop off used tires with the Bureau of Sanitation for 

recycling.  Glassell Park’s closest site is the North Central District Yard at 452 N. San 
Fernando Rd.  They will be open on Saturday, May 31st.  Information: 213-485-3568 

✓ Sidewalk repair funding in CD14
The LA City Council approved Councilmember José Huizar’s motion to transfer 

$250,000 from a discretionary recycling account to fund sidewalk repairs in his 
district, CD14, that includes some of Glassell Park.

✓ Council approves new trash pickup policy    
The LA City Council approved a new system for businesses and apartment 

complexes that will allow trash companies to bid on the exclusive right to collect 
garbage in each of 11 new zones.  

✓ City program to provide Summer jobs for young adults
HIRE LA’s Youth is a city program to put young adults to work.  Mayor Garcetti 

is committed to providing 10,000 summer jobs for young people ages 14-24 who 
live in the City of Los Angeles. Go to www.hirelayouth.org for more information.

✓ Council places moratorium on fracking in Los Angeles
The LA City Council directed the City Attorney’s office to draft an ordinance that 

would impose a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing–commonly known as 
“fracking”–and other “unconventional” drilling methods that energy production 
companies use until the practices can be proven to be safe.  The Council will hold a 
final vote once the the zoning ordinance has been drafted.

✓ Councilmember demands answers about tree trimming   
Councilmember José Huizar, CD14, called upon the Bureau of Street Services 

to immediately find a way to complete already-funded tree trimming, saying “It’s an 
unacceptable pattern of failure, and my constituents deserve better.”

✓ GLASSELLLAND sign to return
Justin Stadel announced the return of his GLASSELLLAND sign to be installed in 
late May or early June on a lot visible from the freeway & rec center.

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?

As the month of May approaches us 
and I give my update, I would like to take 
the time to acknowledge the recent passing 
of Father McSorely, a beloved pastor of St. 
Bernard’s Church, on March 28th, 2014. 
Throughout his nineteen years at St. 
Bernard’s church, Father McSorely made it  
his mission to improve the Glassell Park 
community. He did so by working with all 
types of people in the community and by 
trying to bring these people together. Not 
only was he a pastor, he was a mentor to 
not only myself, but many families and 
individuals he had encountered in his life. 
I myself feel greatly humbled to have 
known such a caring and selfless father of 
our local church and member of our 
community. As GPIA President, I hope 
that I can be a positive influence to 
community members as Father McSorely 
has, by trying my best to bring people 
together who are willing to work to better 
our community.

A great way for our community 
members to come together is through 
organized street cleanups. Community 
members on Drew Street recently came 
into the cleanup spirit, as block members 
gathered together to clean up the local 
community garden and groom sidewalk 
landscape and partake in tree trimming. 
Hosted by Councilman Mitch O’Farrell 
and his incredible staff, area 
representatives and organizations came 
together to help out our Angelino 
residents. Such organizations included: 
Aztecs Rising, North East Trees, 
Hollywood Beautification team, Children’s 
Hospital, and The Glassell Park 
Improvement Association. Such cleanups 
are empowering to community members, 
as residents see their fellow community 

LETTER FROM THE 
PRESIDENT, MAGGIE 
DARETT-QUIROZ 
mdarett@sbcglobal.net
323-788-1323

http://www.hirelayouth.org
http://www.hirelayouth.org
mailto:mdarett@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mdarett@sbcglobal.net
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members getting involved and taking 
initiative in cleaning their community. This 
is significant, as I, along with my fellow 
members and amazing executive board 
members, have made it one of our missions 
to have community members encourage 
each other to take pride in our community 
by having cleanups where others can see 
the benefits of participating, rather than 
merely talking about getting involved. 

Not only do I, and my fellow board 
members think that it is important for our 
community members to get involved, but 
the children of Glassell Park are also 
community members and should have 
opportunities to benefit from the 
opportunities of our local neighborhoods. 
One neighborhood in particular that is in 
need of outreach to children, in the Drew 
St. and the surrounding blocks. This area is 
heavily congested with apartments and 
little to none outdoor space, other than the 
community garden and Juntos Park. 
Because of this, the executive board has 
invited “Little Big Athletes” to come and 
show their proposal to GPIA members of 
working together and creating “active days” 
in Juntos Park, in which children of all ages 
are welcomed and encouraged to get out of 
the house and participate in friendly 
competitive sports. This is a promising 
opportunity for a lot of the children in our 
community, as there aren’t many 
opportunities for children to get out of the 
house and participate and compete against 
friends and neighbors. It is important for 
our adult community members to get 
involved, but it is also very important that 
the youth of our community benefit from 
our involvement so that one day, they too 
can get involved and try to better our 
community. As I continue to raise money 
for the children of Drew St. I would like to 
thank State Farm in Atwater Village and 
Glendale KIA for generous donations. If 
you would like to donate to the cause 
please contact me at (323) 788-1323 
or e-mail mdarett@sbcglobal.net. The 
goal is to raise $10,000.00 to provide 
equipment, uniforms qualified coaches and 
1,000 backpacks with school supplies to the 
children of the Drew and Estara area that 
desperately need it. 

Thank you for your support.  

  

Glassell Park Neighborhood Council election results
The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council election took place on 

April 26th.  There were 392 ballots cast, and the uncertified results are:

At-Large representative:  Michael Divic
Area 1 representative:  Lorenzo Tovar
Area 2 representative:  vacant
Area 3 representative:  Crystal Lynne Orozco
Area 4 representative:  Molly Lynn Taylor
Area 5 representative:  Francisco “Sco” Contreras
Area 6 representative:  Andre Sahakian
Area 7 representative:  Gladys m. Pinto-Munoz
Business representative:  Jake Daniel Sneider
Business representative:  Bradley
Business representative:  vacant
Faith-based representative:  Ruby B. de Vera
Educational representative:  Ava Polanco
Organizational representative:  Paul Blanco
Organizational representative:  Marge Piane

Go to: http://empowerla.org/gpnc/glassell-park-nc-2014-elections/
for more information, or visit the GPNC website at: http://
glassellparknc.org

The site of the long-gone K-
Mart store has been given a major 
makeover by Goodwill Southern 
California, and has reopened as a 
multi-purpose facility.

The flagship retail store and 
outlet center opened to the public 
on April 11th, and the rest of the 
facility and services open on May 
1st.

In addition to the stores, the 
site includes:
Career Resource Center

Individuals with disabilities and vocational disadvantages have 
access to free career counseling and placement services, employment 
preparation courses and educational and technical skills classes
Veteran Employment Program

Transitioning military members can take advantage of specialized 
programs and services to help them prepare for a secure employment
Café G

Provides a wide variety of items made from fresh, wholesome 
ingredients and served in a bright, open environment.  Dining at Café G 
helps support Goodwill’s culinary training program
E-waste Donation

Goodwill is a state authorized collector of e-waste.  Donate or 
recycle anything with a cord or a plug
Farmers Market

In the parking lot every Thursday from 3-7pm
Meeting space

Groups or organizations in need of meeting space or to host 
community events, call 323-543-8430

For information, go to: www.GoodwillSoCal.org/CEC

Goodwill Community Enrichment Center open May 1st

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:mdarett@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mdarett@sbcglobal.net
http://empowerla.org/gpnc/glassell-park-nc-2014-elections/
http://empowerla.org/gpnc/glassell-park-nc-2014-elections/
http://glassellparknc.org
http://glassellparknc.org
http://glassellparknc.org
http://glassellparknc.org
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Field Deputy Adrian Vazquez
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026
213-483-9300
adrian.vazquez@sen.ca.gov

Reports from the State Capitol 
State Assembly District 51               
report from                        
Assemblymember Jimmy 
Gomez

California Senate District 22 
report from
Senator Kevin de León

Sr. Field Rep. Stephanie Romero
1910 W. Sunset Blvd. #810, LA 90026
213-483-5151
stephanie.romero@asm.ca.gov

Dear Glassell Park,
For over the past year, I have 

worked to address the issue of the 
over proliferation of massage 
parlors in our communities, and the 
illegal activities that have occurred 
in some of these establishments. On  
April 23rd, I announced that my 
office has been working with local 
governments and public safety 
leaders to develop a legislative 
proposal that will help resolve this 
issue in our district and throughout 
many California communities.   My 
proposal, AB 1147, looks to:

• Return Land Use Authority to 
Cities and Counties

• Reconstitute the Massage 
Therapy Council

• Reinforce Local Massage 
Ordinances

• Provide Revocable Registration 
for Establishments

• Raise Professional Standards 
• Expand Council's Disciplinary 

Authority
• Require certification of 

operators

Please visit my website at 
http://www.asmdc.org/Gomez to 
watch a detailed presentation of our 
current legislative proposal. Given 
the importance of this issue, I urge 
you to share this video with other 
members of the community.

Should you have questions 
about AB 1147 or any other 
legislative priorities of mine, please 
contact my office at any time. As 
always, my team and I look forward 
to hearing from you.

Best regards,
Jimmy Gomez
Assemblymember, 51st District

Dear Friends,
As co-chair of the 

Proposition 39 Campaign, I'm 
proud to report that the first 
wave of funding for energy 
retrofits has been allocated to 
school districts to upgrade their 
facilities to lower their energy 
bills. In the budget deal I 
negotiated with the Governor 
last year, over $400 million has 
been appropriated for energy 
retrofits at community colleges 
and all public school districts in 
the state.

LAUSD is eligible to receive 
$30 million this year alone. The 
district is currently preparing its 
application for these funds with 
an expectation that many of our 
high schools, some of the largest 
energy users in the district, will 
benefit from proposed energy 
efficiency improvements.

Proposition 39 was passed by  
the voters in November 2012, 
with more than 60% in support. 
It closed a corporate tax 
loophole that only benefited out-
of-state corporations. It will 
generate about $1 billion 
annually for California, with 
money in the first five years 
divided evenly between the 
General Fund and measures 
designed to create jobs and save 
energy. I co-chaired the Yes on 
Prop 39 campaign with 
philanthropist Tom Steyer and 
former U.S. Secretary of State 
George Schulz.

If you have questions or 
feedback, please do not hesitate 
to contact my office.

Historic Union Station has 
been serving Southern 

California for 75 years. Join 
Metro, in association with 

NATIONAL TRAIN DAY, 
Amtrak and Metrolink to 
commemorate the iconic 

station’s 75th birthday and 
celebrate all things rail on 

Saturday, May 3, 10am-4pm
FREE

Glassell Park’s 
Farmers Market 

Open
The long-awaited Glassell 
Park Farmers Market will 
have its grand opening on 

Thursday, May 1st.
The regular schedule will be 

Thursdays from 3-7pm in the 
Goodwill parking lot on San 

Fernando Road near Fletcher

mailto:adrian.vazquez@sen.ca.gov
mailto:adrian.vazquez@sen.ca.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Romero@asm.ca.gov
mailto:Stephanie.Romero@asm.ca.gov
http://www.asmdc.org/Gomez
http://www.asmdc.org/Gomez
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo

Council District 13 report 
from Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell

Council District 14 report from  
Lauren Ballard, Field 
Deputy for Councilmember 
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lauren Ballard
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041
323-254-5295
lauren.ballard@lacity.org

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez
3750 Verdugo Road, LA 90065
323-550-1538
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Adam Bass
5500 Hollywood Blvd., LA 90028
323-957-4500
adam.bass@lacity.org

Bringing a farmers market to 
Glassell Park has been a goal of 
mine for a long time and I'm 
thrilled to announce the grand 
opening of that market 
on Thursday, May 1st!

This new farmers market, 
which my office has been 
championing since my first day 
in office, will bring fresh produce 
and healthy food to the Drew 
Estara Neighborhood, all of 
Glassell Park, and beyond. The 
market will be located in the 
parking lot of the brand-new 
flagship Goodwill store on San 
Fernando Road, just west of 
Fletcher Drive. Goodwill will 
also celebrate their grand 
opening that same day.

I'm a passionate advocate for  
building job opportunities. 
Goodwill promises to be a 
neighbor that employs local folks 
and reinvigorates a corner of 
Glassell Park that has been 
vacant for 10 years!

I hope you'll join me for this 
exciting morning of events, 
celebrating two fantastic new 
additions to our community 
on Thursday, May 1st at 8 a.m.

-Councilmember                  
 Mitch O'Farrell

Constituent casework is 
when residents of a district call 
their respective elected officials 
on individual problems/cases 
that pertain to the respective 
government agencies or 
departments the officials have 
jurisdiction over.  For example, 
the Department of Motor 
Vehicles is a state agency.  If a 
constituent has an issue with 
DMV, he/she should call his/her 
state representative.  In this 
case, it could be either his/her 
State Assemblyperson or State 
Senator.  It is regarded that of all  
levels of government, i.e., 
federal, state, county and city, 
the city by far is the busiest.  It 
only proves that the day to day 
concerns of ordinary citizens 
today are local and city-related, 
e.g., potholes, trash pick-up, etc.

Since July, our casework 
department has forwarded and 
closed 2,100 bulky item pick-ups 
and close to 100 graffiti removal 
requests.  Aside from the bulky 
items and graffiti, we have 
closed160 cases covering routine 
city service requests like 
potholes, street repaving and 
trash pick-up.  We have 
approximately 200 open cases 
that are still awaiting resolution.  
All are handled by Director of 
Constituent Services Mel Ilomin 
and Casework Manager Pedro 
Ramirez.   

Thank you for making the 
first district # 1 in Los Angeles.

Hello, Glassell Park!
Good news! Councilmember 

José Huizar has allocated discretionary 
funds to combine with existing city 
funds to launch a $1.5 million long-term 
Clean Communities Initiative district 
wide! The Council District 14 initiative 
layers existing city services with 
additional contracted services from local  
non-profits like Clean and Green and 
the Fuego Tech Rangers to provide 
community maintenance services and 
address quality of life issues in CD14.

The initiative includes graffiti 
removal, contracted commercial 
corridor maintenance, monthly bulky 
item drop-off dumpsters, weekly roving 
trucks for enhanced bulky item pickup, 
new tree planting and maintenance, 
surveillance cameras for illegal 
dumping, tree trimming, and a targeted 
sidewalk repair program!

The targeted sidewalk repair 
program came to life recently when the 
City Council approved Councilmember 
Huizar’s request to allocate $250,000 of  
CD14 discretionary funds for sidewalk 
repair. While the City of Los Angeles 
considers bond measures and a half-
cent sales tax to fix sidewalks, the 
sidewalk repair plan will allow CD 14 to 
address some of the worst sidewalks in 
the district immediately.

As part of the Clean Communities 
Initiative, Councilmember Huizar also 
designated another $250,000 for the 
additional non-sidewalk related services 
highlighted above.

About the initiative, 
Councilmember Huizar said he wants to 
“re-focus time and energy on improving 
quality-of-life services cut back due to 
City budget cuts— the Clean 
Communities Initiative will allow us to 
do that.”

Thank you for allowing us to serve 
you and please don’t hesitate to contact 
Councilmember Huizar’s Northeast LA 
field office for more information!

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:jose.rodriguez@lacity.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
mailto:nate.hayward@lacity.org
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The highly successful Los Angeles River Recreation 
Zone, with kayak rentals and guided kayak services, 
will be open again from May 26th through September 
1st this year.  

The recreation zone is managed by the Mountains 
Recreation & Conservation Authority in cooperation 
with the US Army Corp of Engineers, the Los Angeles 
County Flood Control District and the City of Los 
Angeles.

For more information go to: http://
www.lariverrecreation.org/LA_River_Recreation/

Metabolic Studio, a local design firm, wants to erect a 70-foot 
steel water wheel between the North Broadway and Spring Street 
bridges.  A project of the Annenberg Foundation, Metabolic Studio 
would design and pay for the $10 million project.

An inflatable dam will divert water from the river and a wheel 
will lift the water to a treatment system, where it will be cleansed 
before reaching the nearby 32-acre Los Angeles State Historic Park, 
also known as the Cornfield.

Called “La Noria”, the wheel would sit in the same place where a 
wooden water wheel that delivered water to the original “plaza” at 
today’s Olvera Street once stood. 

 Deborah Weintraub, the Los Angeles interim city engineer who 
has been overseeing environmental approvals of the wheel, called the 
project “unusual and delightful.”

“It’s essentially a piece of art that’s taking water out of the river,” 
Weintraub said.

Sketch of La Noria by Lauren Bon. (Sketch courtesy of 
Metabolic Studio) 

     The GPIA is happy to once 
again host the Fletcher Drive 
site for the Friends of the Los 
Angeles River Annual 
Cleanup.  The cleanup in our 
area will be Saturday, May 
3rd, from 9am to noon.
     The 2013 event was a 
great success, with 
neighbors, families, and 
people from all over Los 
Angeles joining our 

community to help pull tons of trash from the river.  
Nelson-Miller will, once again, kindly provide us with 
ample parking and access to the site.

Light refreshments and water will be available, 
along with trash bags and gloves.  As always, a free t-
shirt will be given to each volunteer.  FoLAR 
recommends wearing sturdy shoes and sun protection, 
and bringing a refillable water bottle.  They also suggest 
that children who volunteer should be 9 or older.

Volunteers should go to www.folar.org or call 
323-223-0585 to pre-register, though no one will be 
turned away.

GPIA will host local site for FoLAR’s 25th 
annual LA River Cleanup - La Gran Limpieza

Giant Water Wheel in the Los Angeles River 

Los Angeles River Recreation Zone open again 
for Summer 2014

http://www.lariverrecreation.org/LA_River_Recreation/home.html
http://www.lariverrecreation.org/LA_River_Recreation/home.html
http://www.lariverrecreation.org/LA_River_Recreation/home.html
http://www.lariverrecreation.org/LA_River_Recreation/home.html
http://www.folar.org
http://www.folar.org
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     North East Trees hosts its Second Annual Earth Day Fest on Sunday, May 
4th, at the Los Angeles River Center & Gardens.  This fundraiser will feature 
local artists and craftspersons selling their works, live music, exhibits and 
information about the work of local environmental organizations, volunteer 
opportunities, activities for kids, food, craft beer, wine and fresh lemonade, 
prize drawings and more. 
     Each exhibitor donates a portion of sales to North East Trees, a non-profit 

that has been planting an urban forest (90,000 native trees 
and plants so far), designing and building parks in the most 
resource-challenged and high density neighborhoods of Los Angeles, building and enhancing 
hiking trails, and training and hiring at-risk youth for over 20 years.  
The event is open to the public, is free to attend, and has ample free parking at the Los Angeles 
River Center and Gardens, 570 W. Avenue 26, or on nearby streets.  For more information, call 
323-441-8634 x30 or email the organization at simran@northeasttrees.org.

North East Trees 2014 Earth Day Festival, Sunday, May 4th

     Celebrating a diverse mix of art, architecture and history of the Arroyo 
Seco area, Museums of the Arroyo Day features six unique history-based 
museums that preserve and perpetuate early Los Angeles life. The public 
can visit one or all of the museums during the day at no charge.
Museums of the Arroyo museum members include the historic Southwest 
Museum, the Gamble House, Heritage Square Museum, the Los Angeles 
Police Museum, the Lummis Home and Garden and the Pasadena 
Museum of History.  In addition to its ongoing regular displays and 
exhibits, each museum will feature a distinctive slice of Southern 
California history.
Join us for the 25th anniversary of Museums of the Arroyo Day on 
Sunday, May 18, 2014, free of charge from noon to 5 p.m.  Information at: 
http://www.museumsofthearroyo.com

25th Annual Museums of the Arroyo Day

The ninth annual Lummis Day Festival, one of L.A.’s signature cultural 
events, will take place Sunday, June 1, 2014. 

As always, the two-part Festival’s opening morning event will take place 
at Lummis Home (200 East Avenue 43), with readings by critically 
acclaimed poets. The Lummis Home site also features music, art exhibits 
and refreshments. Visitors to Lummis Home enjoy the interior of the 
century-old home, influenced by mission architecture and the dwellings of 
the Pueblo Indians, and stroll through the beautiful native plant gardens 
that surround the building.

The main stages for Lummis Day’s performances will be located at 
Heritage Square Museum (3800 Homer Street), where the best of home-
grown Northeast L.A. music, dance, food and community resources are presented amid the historic buildings 
preserved on the unique museum’s grounds.

The Lummis Day Festival is presented by the Lummis Day Community Foundation, which celebrates the arts, 
history and ethnic diversity of Northeast Los Angeles through educational and cultural events.

Lummis Day 9 Sunday, June 1st

General improvements in Glassell Park
If you would like to see improvements in our community, a great way to make them happen is by joining the 

GPIA.  It’s what we do.  For example:
• Do you want the monuments marking entry to Glassell Park to look better?
• Would you like to see bike lanes on our streets?
• Are you interested in preserving--maybe reclaiming--our green space?
• Is there a business or service you’d like to have in our neighborhood?
These are the kinds of things in which we are involved, and we welcome your ideas!  See page 9 to join.

It’s already May!  Have you renewed your GPIA membership?

http://www.gpia.org
http://www.gpia.org
http://www.museumsofthearroyo.com
http://www.museumsofthearroyo.com
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     Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, CD13, hosted a 
Drew Street Tree Trimming Block Party on Saturday, 
March 15th.
     Residents of the neighborhood, including Drew 
Street, Estara Avenue, and beyond were on hand, as 
well as Aztecs Rising.  The GPIA, the Hollywood 
Beautification Team, North East Trees and the 
Bureau of Sanitation played a role in making the 
event happen.  
     “We’re bringing the full complement of city 
resources to a neighborhood that needs attention,” 
said Councilmember O’Farrell.  “The best part is that 
the event was areal neighborhood building 
experience.  It’s very uplifting.”

     Captain Jeff Bert and the Los Angeles Police Department were on hand with their cadets to help with traffice 
control while crews trimmed the trees that are close to 50 feet tall.
     “The volunteers were cleaning flwer beds and picking up trash,” said Maggie Darett-Quiroz, president of the 
GPIA.  “The neighbors see this and think people do care.  The event provided a sense of community.”

GPIA volunteers get out your News
Thanks to the time and hands of GPIA volunteers, the GPIA News 

gets copied, folded, collated, sealed, labelled and stamped every other 
month in order to get it to over 250 mailboxes in our community.  

To help, send an email to:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com.  
And, if you’re not receiving a copy, please join the GPIA!  The form  

is on the next page.

Pictured L-R: John Geary, Betsy Mines, Janis McCarthy, Helene Schpak, Annette Ostergaard, 
Suzie Wilkinson, Mike Wilkinson, Joan Potter and Jim Kiehl

Glassell Park resident, and Los 
Angeles Public Library Maps 
Curator, Glen Creason, sent this 
image to the GPIA News.  The map 
is a gift to the library from long-
time Glassell Park residents, 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
and George Brauckman, both 
former GPIA Presidents.  Mitch and 
George were entrusted with the 
map by the late Joan Lundy, also a 
former GPIA President, and great 
champion of Glassell Park.

Here is what Glen had to say 
about the acquisition:  “It is fairly 
interesting in that it represents the 
great consolidated zone ordinance 
of 1946 which was adopted by the 
city council and signed into law by 
Mayor Fletcher Bowren on March 
15, 1946. The map was created by 
the City Planning Commission.  The 
previous--and rather chaotic--
system featured 51 commissioners from all over the city and did not work very well.  After the consolidated zoning 
ordinance there were only 5 commissioners and the entire city was remapped with Glassell Park being section 28.  
The map really does not function as a road map because it shows paper roads along with paved streets so it 
appears that some streets up in these hills are connected when they are not.”

Glassell Park couple donates huge map to Los Angeles Public Library

Cleanup and barbecue on Drew Street thanks to CD13
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive our newsletter, invitations 
to our meetings & special events, and the opportunity to participate in our improvement projects.  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                                

 Senior (60+) ($12)! ! !

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR bring the completed form and your check to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  Designed and edited by 
Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.  
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to over 300 households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be targeted to consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--single 
issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & white.  

For example, your black & white, business card-sized ad will 
run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.                                                            

Email us at gpiaNews90065@gmail.com to request a 
rate sheet.

Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

Glassell Park’s LAPD Connections:
Northeast LAPD 

Senior Lead Officer Frank Serrano  
Officer Serrano may be reached at:

 213-793-0758 (cell), 323-344-5701 (office)     
or email 34668@lapd.lacity.org

 Northeast LAPD Graffiti 
Abatement/Community Liaison 

Officer Molly Beall
Officer Beall may be reached at:                

323-344-5712 (office) or e-mail at 
32430@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers:

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381

Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200
Graffiti removal            800-675-4357

LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD
Poison Control            800-876-4766
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381

Restraining Order      213-974-5587
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489

Tree Trimming           800-996-2489
Water & Power            800-342-5397
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1
For all city services, call  3-1-1

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world.  
Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has.
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Council Field 
Offices
Council District 1
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13
Mitch O’Farrell

5500 Hollywood Blvd

L.A., CA 90028

323-957-4500

Council District 14

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

Neighborhood information: Upcoming Events        
                                            May 3
25th Annual LA River Cleanup, see 
page 6
May 4 
North East Trees 2014 Earth Day 
event, River Center,  see page 7
May 10
Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense 
in America meeting, GP Community 
& Senior Center, 10am
May 18
Museums of the Arroyo Day, 2-5pm, 
free, see page 7
May 20 
GPNC meeting, 7pm, GP Community 
& Senior Ctr., 3750 N. Verdugo Rd.
June 1
Lummis Day 9,  Lummis House & 
Heritage Square, see page 7 
June 7
Verdugo Village South Neighborhood 
Block Party & Resource Fair, 10a-2p, 
Verdugo Rd & Avenue 33, free

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Taking pride in our community since 1968

Board Members

President
Maggie Darett-Quiroz

1st Vice 
President
Jim Kiehl

2nd Vice 
President
Tony Butka

Treasurer
Joan Potter

Secretary
Elizabeth Gallardo

Improvement 
Chair
Janis McCarthy

Area rep #1
Mark Quiroz

Area rep #2
Brian Frobisher

Area rep #3
John Geary

Education Co-
Chairs
Myriam Magaña
Alisa Smith

Land-use Liaison
Helene Schpak

Seniors Chair
Helen Jacobs

Bulletin Editor
Marge Piane


