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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               

Thursday, March 12th, at 7pm 

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

 The Community Center is located 

behind the Public Storage building.  

The parking lot entrance is on 

Verdugo Road between the Public 

Storage building and the Glassell 

Park Recreation Center.

NEWS
 GLASSELL PARK

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

MARCH/APRIL 2020

Come to the       
March 12th 

 meeting where a panel 
of local advocates will: 

Provide updates about 
Glassell Park’s River-
adjacent parklands 

Explain the Draft 
Environmental Impact 

Report (DEIR) on 
Casitas Lofts - the 
biggest housing 

development in local 
history 

  Lead a Q&A about  the 
DEIR  

Help everyone compose 
and send letters to our    

representatives 

As always, a light meal 
will be provided

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 3/12/20 
See page 5 for more information.
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Now or never for comments about Casitas Lofts
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✓ Helicopters? Police cars? App tells what’s happening
Citizen is a free app for smart devices that provides local information about 

major incidents by using a GPS-powered map combined with 911 activity.

✓ Community & Senior Center parking lot resurfacing
Council District 1 has arranged for resurfacing and striping in the Glassell 

Park Community & Senior Center parking lot on the weekend of March 28th & 
29th (weather permitting).  

✓ March Flash Cleanup includes electronics recycling
Our March 21st Flash Cleanup includes bulky item bins in each of Glassell 

Park’s Council Districts,, plus LA Conservation Corps will be collecting electronic 
items for recycling.  Their truck will be located in the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center parking lot.  (see page 4)

✓ Free bird walks at nearby Debs Park
Audubon Center staff lead free 90 minute bird watching hikes on the second 

and third Saturdays of each month at 8:00am.  They supply binoculars, and all 
ages are welcome.  Go to:  www.debspark@audubon.org or call 323-221-2255 
for more information.

✓ LADWP invests in Glassell Park
The LADWP used some of its “reserve fund” to purchase the property at 

3200 N. San Fernando Road that was formerly the home of Shepherd University.  
It has been reported that the LADWP plans to hire a significant number of 
employees for the new location.

✓ Citrus trees at risk in Southern California
HLB (Huanglongbing) or “citrus greening” kills citrus trees.  Diseased trees 

produce bitter, hard and misshapen fruit and eventually die.  Go to 
www.californiacitrusthreat.org for information about how to prevent the spread of 
the disease or call the California Dept. of Food and Agriculture at 800-491-1899.

✓ LA Sanitation offers bulky item pickup
The LA Dept. of Sanitation will pick up bulky items from residents’ curbs at no 

charge.  To schedule a pickup, call 800-773-2489 (open 24 hrs), make a request 
at www.lacitysan.org, or use the MyLA311 phone app.  Items should be placed 
curbside the night before regular collection days.  LA Sanitation also notes that 
bulky items placed on curbs without a pickup request tend to invite more dumping 
and  “collectors” driving through neighborhoods where junk is often found.

✓ Free spay/neuter services for cats
Los Angeles City residents can receive free certificates for spay or neuter 

services for cats.  Apply online at www.laspayneuter.com or call 888-452-7381.   
The certificates are also available at the North Central Animal Services Center on 
Lacy Street in Northeast L.A.

✓ Library card is gateway to free movies and more 
Anyone with a Los Angeles Public Library card can do a lot more than take 

out books.  Movies, podcasts, newspapers, ebooks, music, language learning apps 
and audio books are some of the items available for streaming and downloading 
through the library.  Go to https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/e-media for a 
complete list of everything the library offers online.

Greetings everyone! 
I’m honored to again serve on the 

GPIA Board with such a dedicated and 
enthusiastic group of individuals. 
Improvement for our community is at 
the heart of our work and I’m excited 
to highlight just some of the great 
things we have in store for this Spring, 
and the rest of 2020! 

Spring is a time for renewal and 
growth – which go hand in hand with 
improvement.  We can renew in 
different ways, such as shedding old 
habits and routines, and adopting new 
ones that better meet our needs. 
Spring Cleaning is another way to 
practice renewal, it is tried and true.… 
The GPIA’s annual Rummage Sale is a 
perfect opportunity to clean and de-
clutter, as well as pick up some new-to-
you items… 

Growth reminds us of the lovely 
green spaces and hillsides we are 
fortunate enough to be surrounded by. 
The GPIA continues to strive to not 
only preserve the nature of these 
spaces, such as with the work of the 
Friends of Walnut Canyon, but to also 
keep them clean and beautiful. The 
GPIA’s Cleanup Team will continue to 
coordinate monthly Flash Cleanups, 
beautifying pockets of Glassell Park, 
one section at a time. While a future 
General Meeting topic will include 
sustainability issues, practices, and 
tips.  

Perhaps the most exciting of the 
improvements we have on horizon are 
those dedicated to our four-legged 
friends! The Poopachu dog waste 
campaign is up and running; we are 
also looking to form a committee to 
explore the potential addition of a Dog 
Park! 

The potential improvements are 
limitless. Ideas, input, and support 
from those in the community drive the 
GPIA, we can’t exist without you! 
Please consider becoming a member of 
the GPIA, attending a meeting, 
volunteering at one of our events, or 
being part of one of our committees. 
We would love to hear from and meet 
you. Check us out, drop us a line: 
www.gpia.org or 
gpia90065@gmail.com.  

Happy Spring and renewal! 

Follow us on:

What’s going on in Glassell Park? LETTER FROM
GPIA SECRETARY 
MELINDA MARTINEZ 
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Glassell Park, let’s get out and vote!

GPIA teams with Friends of the Los Angeles River for the Bowtie Park “Gran Limpieza”
Join GPIA members at the biggest cleanup of the year, April 18th in the LA River.  Get more information and 

sign up to participate at the Friends of the Los Angeles River (FoLAR) website:  www.folar.org.

For the March 3rd election, Los Angeles has rolled 
out its new voting system that allows voters to 
participate in the election for an extended period, 
register on election day and access their precinct’s 
ballot from any voting location.   

Not only will Vote Centers replace precinct polling 
places, but they will be open in advance of election day 
as well as on the day itself.   

Residents will receive three mailers:  Their official 
sample ballot, a booklet containing locations of all vote 
centers, and a postcard listing the three closest vote 
centers to their registered address.  The Glassell Park 
Rec Center’s multipurpose room at 3650 Verdugo 
Road (between the pool and the children’s 
playground/picnic benches) is Glassell Park’s nearest 
“Vote Center”. New digital ballot marking devices will 
be used, but they will print a paper ballot that will be 
used to count votes as always.  Voters can also access 
interactive sample ballots online at https://
isb.lavote.net/.    

Candidates and measures on ballots in Glassell 
Park include:   

�U.S. President 
�LAUSD Board of Education, District 5   
�State Assembly, 51st District  
�U.S. Representative, 34th District  
�District Attorney   
�12 Judges of Superior Court   
�7 County Central Committee seats, 51st District  
�County Measure R  
�State Measure 13   
�And those Glassell Park residents who are in 

Council District 14 will vote for their next 
Councilmember.  

Answers to most voting related questions can be 
found at www.lavote.net.   

Everyone’s vote counts! 

2020 Census is online—everybody counts
The dollars, votes and services that get 

appropriated for Glassell Park, NELA, Los Angeles and 
California all depend on a complete and accurate 
census count.  This year the census will be conducted 
online, except in areas with insufficient internet access.  
While it’s still possible to complete a paper form, the 
first outreach will be web-based. 

  Between March 12th and 20th, most households 
will receive a postcard in the mail asking them to 
respond online for the census.  Those who don’t reply 
will receive the traditional paper form in a followup 
mailing.  If the household still does not respond, the 
bureau will send a census taker to the door.   

The Census Bureau expects the online census to 
save an estimated $5.2 billion—over half the cost 
($10.2 billion) of the 2010 census.   

A few facts about the 2020 census:   
•If someone from the Census Bureau comes to your 

door, he or she will have a photo ID badge with a Dept. 
of Commerce watermark.  Census takers will never ask 
for your Social Security number or solicit donations. 

•There is no citizenship question on the 2020 
census forms.   

•Older Americans have, historically, been most 
likely to join the census, but according to the AARP, 
the switch to online forms may deter some seniors 
from participating.   

•Census data determines the numbers of seats in 
the House of Representatives and electoral college 
votes each state receives.   

•Over the next decade, census data will be used to 
determine where to place parks and preserve open 
space as well as funding for community projects.   

•No one has to take the census online, paper forms 
are available to every household.   

•Census numbers will be factored into redistricting 
maps including Glassell Park’s City Council district(s). 

•Call the Census Bureau at 800-923-8282 to speak 
with a representative about questions or concerns. 

You can respond online, in-person with a census 
taker, by mail, or by calling 1-800-354-7271.
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Donate items for the sale on Saturdays March 7 & 14 from 11am-12noon, 
on March 21 from 10am-4pm and by appointment.  Donations are tax-

deductible, ask for a receipt. For more info, email: events.gpia@gmail.com 

RUMMAGE SALE 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22nd 

9:00am - 3:00pm 
Glassell Park Community & Senior Center           

3750 Verdugo Road                     

POOPACHU  
has arrived in Glassell Park!
If you’d like a free yard sign, they will be available for 
pickup at Glassell Park Community & Senior Center  
(3750 Verdugo Road - driveway between Public Storage & 
the GP pool) on the following days:

March GPIA meeting 
•Thursday, March 12, 7-8:30pm 

Rummage Sale Donation Dropoff: 
•Saturday, March 7, 11am-12n 
•Saturday, March 14, 11am-12n 
•Saturday, March 21, 10am-4pm 

Rummage Sale: 
•Sunday, March 22, 9am-3pm 

We have a limited number of 
signs, act quickly! 

March 21
Flash 

Cleanup  
+       

Bulky 
item bins
e-waste 
recycling

shade tree 
giveaway

FLASH CLEANUP!             
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM
Eagle Rock Blvd. & Verdugo 
(in front of Public Storage) 

BULKY ITEM ROUNDUP 
Bins located at or near:

4126 Verdugo Rd
3361 Portner St

Av 33 near Verdugo
or email an address that 

needs a curbside pickup to 
jekiehl@earthlink.net

E-WASTE RECYCLING 
GP Community & Senior 
Center parking lot at 
3750 N. Verdugo Road 
from 9am-12noon  
accepting TVs, monitors, 
printers, stereos, DVD/
VCRs, and computers—
no appliances, batteries or 
hazardous waste

SHADE TREE GIVEAWAY 
GP Community & Senior 

Center parking lot at 
3750 N. Verdugo Road 

from 9am-12noon 
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The GPIA is on record in opposition to the proposed multi-use development at 2800 Casitas Avenue.  Now 
that the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been released, we are collaborating with other local groups 
and their lawyers to craft a detailed response.  Here are some of the reasons we arrived at our position:

✓419 units of housing (only 35 to be very low income) plus a 720-space parking structure 
✓1,400+ daily car trips through an established neighborhood via tiny residential streets 
✓All those added vehicles on Fletcher Drive 
✓Hundreds of construction vehicle trips through that same small neighborhood on those same tiny streets 
✓The project is 5 massive structures rising to 85’ high 
✓High-end residents will have proprietary access to our State Park 

If you want to address specific points in the 
DEIR, please reference this file number 
(ENV-2016-2862-EIR) and send your letter via 
mail to:   Erin Strelich  

Los Angeles Dept. of City Planning 
221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
Los Angeles, CA 90012  
or via email to: erin.strelich@lacity.org. 

We hope you will attend the GPIA’s March 12th 
General Meeting to learn about and discuss the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report about the Casitas Lofts 
project planned for Glassell Park at the entrance to 
Bowtie State Park.   

If you are unable to attend, but still want to become 
better informed, there will be a workshop about the 
DEIR on March 4th at the River Center at 7pm.  (see 
article above) 

Anyone can download a PDF from a CD or jump 
drive (or read a print copy) of the full Draft EIR at either 
the Atwater Village or Cypress Park branch libraries.   

Digital versions are also available on the City 
Planning website:   https://planning.lacity.org and on 
the GPIA’s website www.GPIA.org   

If you would like help writing your letter, bring your 
laptop, tablet or other device—or use our paper, pens, 
envelopes and stamps—to the GPIA’s March 12th 
meeting.  Some of our presenters will stay to assist 
anyone who wants specific information or general 
assistance in composing their remarks.  

Where to find the Casitas Lofts Draft EIR and 
where to send your comments

Please cc the list at right in all letters.   
If you have questions about the comments process, 

email Erin Strelich at erin.strelich@lacity.org or call her 
at 213-847-3626. 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report is out with a public comment deadline  
of March 30, 2o2o.  ACT NOW!  Here is what you can do:

If you want to make general comments 
about the project, please reference this file 
number (ENV-2016-2862-EIR) and send your 
letter via mail to:   

Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 460 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
or via email to: Gilbert.Cedillo@lacity.org. 

GPIA among the first to oppose Casitas Lofts development

DEIR Workshop: 
March 4th  7pm 

River Center  
570 West Avenue 26  Los Angeles 90065 

Overview & DEIR response support: 
March 12th, 7pm  

Glassell Park Community & Senior Center  
3750 N. Verdugo Rd  Los Angeles 90065  

Please send copies of your letter to:
U. S. Representative Jimmy Gomez 
Local contact:  Roberto Gama 
roberto.gama@mail.house.gov / 213-481-1425 
U. S. Representative Adam Schiff 
Local contact:  Pamela.Marcello 
pamela.marcello@mail.house.gov / 818-450-2900 
State Senator Maria Elena Durazo 
http://sd24.senate.ca.gov/email-our-offices 
213-483-9300 
Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo 
assemblymember.carrillo@assembly.ca.gov 
Local contact: Aldo Ramirez 
aldo.ramirez@asm.ca.gov / 213-483-5151 
Assemblymember Laura Friedman 
assemblymember.friedman@assembly.ca.gov 
818-558-3043 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Hilda Solis 
firstdistrict@bos.lacounty.gove 
213-974-4111 
Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo 
gilbert.cedillo@lacity.org / 213-473-7001 
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 
councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org 
213-473-7013 
CD1 Planning Deputy Gerald Gubatan 
gerald.gubatan@lacity.org / 213-473-7001 
Glassell Park Improvement Association 
gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 
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This year marks the 100th year 
anniversary of the 19th Amendment 
that guaranteed women the right to 
vote. I had the honor of celebrating 
this event with my colleagues in the 
Legislative Women's Caucus by 
wearing all white in solidarity at 
the State Capital on the third of 
February. I also had the honor of 
kicking off this year’s Women’s 
March in Downtown Los Angeles. 
Leadership from women is an 
essential component of California 
law making. 

The California Legislature had 
a productive session this past year. 
We worked on improving childcare, 
housing and affordability, 
homelessness, and economic 
inequality.  

While a wide range of issues 
were tackled at the State Capitol, 
there is still much more to do. As 
we enter this new decade, I will 
continue my focus on health, 
social, and economic justice, as 
well as on many of the pressing 
issues confronting Los Angeles.  

2020 is a voting year, and I 
want to encourage everyone to 
exercise their right to vote. This 
year, Los Angeles will see expanded 
voting center availability and a new 
electronic voting system that will 
greatly improve the voting 
experience. 2020 is also a Census 
year, and I want to encourage 
everyone to participate.  

Let your voice be heard! 

California Assembly District 51               
report from 
Assemblymember      
Wendy Carrillo 

Field Office 
1910 W. Sunset Blvd. #810, LA 90026 
213-483-5151 
http://a51.asmdc.org

California Senate District 24 
report from 
State Senator                
Maria Elena Durazo 

The Census – an important 
democratic process enshrined in the 
Constitution – only occurs once 
every ten years, and there are no do-
overs. That’s why it’s critical 
everyone is counted and every voice 
is heard, but I’m concerned about 
certain political mailers that have 
been circulating across California. 

Chances are you’ve received 
political mailers closely resembling 
official 2020 Census forms. At first 
glance, you’d think it’s an actual 
census questionnaire, but don’t be 
fooled. These mailers use deceptive 
language to trick people into 
thinking it’s an official 2020 Census 
form. They’re misleading, confusing, 
and they were mailed weeks before 
the Census officially began to 
suppress responses. 

For someone who cannot 
recognize the difference between a 
political mailer and the official 2020 
Census questionnaire, this trickery 
can result in a massive undercount. 
And there will undoubtedly be many 
who won’t participate in the Census 
because they’ll assume the 
Republican’s mailer was the official 
form. 

During an Oversight Committee 
hearing, I questioned the Census 
Bureau Director about this and 
sounded the alarm about the 
damage this Republican-led effort 
can have on our communities. As we 
continue to address this issue at the 
federal level, I’m calling on all of my 
constituents to stay vigilant, read 
these forms carefully, and please 
participate in the 2020 Census. 
Millions of dollars in federal funding 
to our communities hang in the 
balance.   

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please call my office: 
213-481-1425. 

Reports from the U.S. and State Capitols

Field Office 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
http://sd24.senate.ca.gov/

Dear Neighbors, 
On behalf of the 51st Assembly 

District, January and February 
marked the beginning of a new 
legislative cycle. My team and I have 
hit the ground running and have 
been meeting with colleagues from 
the local, state and federal level in 
an effort to gain additional 
information about the needs of our 
district, thus translating bill ideas 
we have collected over the past year 
into potential legislation. Our bill 
package will feature a district-led 
agenda that has taken into account 
the various levels of government 
that will focus on public safety, 
housing, job creation, workforce 
development and the continued 
fight against homelessness. 
Governor Gavin Newsom’s recent 
budget proposal includes an 
emphasis on housing, homelessness 
and increased support for K-12 
schools and community colleges. 

As we continue in 2020, the 
Governor’s proposals will be refined 
and modified between now and 
June. My office continues to remain 
committed to improving the lives of 
everyone in our communities. 

It is a privilege to serve the 51st 
Assembly District and I look 
forward to continuing to fight for 
our neighbors. I highly encourage 
you to reach out to our Glassell Park 
representative, Aldo Ramirez, at 
Aldo.Ramirez@asm.ca.gov with any 
questions. 

As always, let us continue to 
spread kindness, generosity and 
compassion in the New Year. 

In service, 
Wendy Carrillo 
Assemblymember, 51st District 

U.S. Congressional District  34 
report from       
Congressman              
Jimmy Gomez 

Field Deputy Roberto Gama 
350 S. Bixel St., Suite 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
congressman.gomez@mail.house.g
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Report from the 
Office of Mayor  
Eric Garcetti 

East Area Representative  
Edna Degollado 
213-978-1705 
edna.degollado@lacity.org

Supervisor and Mayor reports

Earlier this year, Mayor Eric 
Garcetti kicked off a Decade of 
Action to confront and combat the 
climate crisis, with the signing of 
“L.A.’s Green New Deal: Leading 
By Example,” his 25th Executive 
Directive since taking office. 
Joined by a diverse coalition of 
elected officials, environmental 
advocates, business leaders, and 
young climate activists, the Mayor 
laid out his vision for a carbon 
neutral Los Angeles and a firm 
commitment to environmental 
justice and equity. L.A.’s Green 
New Deal leads with bold action to 
zero out Los Angeles’ main sources 
of harmful emissions: buildings, 
transportation, electricity, and 
trash. Adopting this agenda will 
make the city a global model for 
how to create a more sustainable 
planet and an economy that works 
for everyone.  

In February, the Mayor 
nominated attorney Capri Maddox 
to be the first Executive Director of 
the newly-established Los Angeles 
Department of Civil and Human 
Rights (CHRD). The department 
will be tasked with protecting 
Angelenos — and anyone who 
works in or visits Los Angeles — 
from discrimination that denies 
equal treatment in private 
employment, housing, education, 
or commerce by initiating and 
investigating complaints of 
discrimination, as well as enforcing 
the L.A. Civil and Human Rights 
Ordinance. In addition to leading 
the core responsibilities of the 
CHRD, the executive director will 
work closely alongside government 
leaders and community 
stakeholders.

Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors from First District  
County Supervisor       
Hilda L. Solis 

Office of Supervisor Hilda L. Solis 
HOA, 500 W. Temple St., LA 90012 
213-974-4111 
FirstDistrict@bos.lacounty.gov

This February we celebrated 
Black History Month, a time to 
honor and celebrate the 
achievements of African 
Americans and to recognize the 
central role they have played in 
U.S. history. In honor of the 
important contributions of African 
Americans, I was proud to have 
hosted the First District’s 
Inaugural Black History Month 
Reception. We recognized the 
following honorees for their 
community service: Brian K. 
Williams, Esq., Executive Director, 
Sheriff Civilian Oversight 
Commission; Pastor Ivory Brown, 
Executive Director, Project: Caring 
& Sharing; Jeanette Ellis-Royston, 
President, NAACP, Pomona Valley 
Branch; Dr. Soraya M. Coley, 
President, Cal Poly Pomona, and 
the San Gabriel Valley NAACP. 

As we move forward to March, 
I want to remind all residents of 
the First District of LA County’s 
new voting system that will be in 
place for the March 3rd primary. 
For this presidential primary 
election, 977 Voting Centers will be 
open throughout the County. 
Voters in LA County can go to any 
Voting Center anywhere in the 
County to cast their ballot. Many 
of these Voting Centers will be 
open for 11 days to give voters 
more options. To locate a Voting 
Center near you, visit LAvote.net.  

Make sure to stay updated 
with everything happening in the 
First District by following me on 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram 
at @hildasolis.

As a Neighborhood Prosecutor I 
am often asked, "How do we solve 
homelessness?" This issue is  
far more nuanced and complex than 
anyone could ever presume to 
answer in a short column, but I 
think a useful starting point may be 
to ask ourselves, "What can I do?"  

Here in Glassell Park,  
Councilmember Cedillo of CD 1 
hosts a nightly Safe Parking 
Program for those of our neighbors 
that find themselves living in their 
cars. Currently, LAMC 85.02 which 
prohibited lodging in a vehicle in 
the city has sunsetted, so well run 
"Safe Parking" programs are more 
important than ever.  

What is a "Safe Parking" 
Program?  A safe place to park and 
stay overnight in a gated parking lot 
with a security guard on duty. There 
are no in and out privileges. There is 
access to a bathroom and many 
other services at the site. What does 
this have to do with me? Your 
support and promotion of "Safe 
Parking" sites help alleviate 
vehicular homelessness and some of 
the other negative impacts on 
neighborhoods. 

I have visited the program in 
Glassell Park and it was a positive 
experience. Volunteers and the 
nightly parkers were enjoying a 
simple supper on camp chairs and a 
folding table while classical music 
played softly from one of the cars. 
Many of the nightly parkers were 
women simply seeking a safe place 
to close their eyes for some well 
needed rest. The security guard 
knew many of the parkers and was a 
friendly presence. It was a peaceful 
and a safe atmosphere. I encourage 
you as neighbors to volunteer at 
these sites but more importantly, 
support additional Safe Parking 
sites all over the City. Safe Parking 
Programs are a logical and 
pragmatic response to vehicular 
homelessness that helps individuals 
while preserving neighborhoods.  

For information about the 
Glassell Park Safe Parking program,  
please contact Christine at 
424-343-7752.

Our Neighborhood Prosecutor 
Gabrielle Taylor on Safe 
Parking in Glassell Park
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City Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy José Hernandez 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
jose.h.hernandez@lacity.org

Dear Friends, 
We want to thank everyone that 

joined our office to help complete 
the 2020 Point-In-Time Homeless 
Count. Our Safe Parking Program in 
Glassell Park continues to help 
people living in their vehicles by 
providing a safe overnight sleeping 
space with case management 
services. We appreciate the ongoing 
support from the GPIA and GPNC to 
offer help to people experiencing 
homelessness.  

The Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center final improvements 
will occur in March with having the 
parking lot resurfaced and restriped. 

 Together with the 
GLASSELLLAND artist, we are 
working with the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and 
Parks to extend the expired 
installation permit and perform 
improvements to the art for the 
community to enjoy.  

We have survived the rain 
storms these past months and 
although some hillsides saw small 
rock/ mud slides and surface streets 
saw trees down, thanks to the 
Bureau of Street Services, roads 
were re-opened the same day in 
Glassell Park. The collection of 
bulky items near storm drains was 
prioritized by the Sanitation 
Department to prevent storm drain 
blockage and street flooding. We 
can anticipate heavy storms in 
March. For more emergency 
preparedness tips 
visit: www.readyla.org  

Please contact my office for 
assistance in helping the 1st district 
move forward and keeping it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Councilmember, 1st District

Hello Glassell Park, 
I want to begin by thanking the 

members of the GPIA Board who 
were recently sworn in. We thank 
them for their hard work and 
dedication to the community. 

My office joins in the effort to 
maintain our communities and 
streets clean and safe. I am happy 
to share that as part of our ongoing 
Clean Communities Initiative, the 
Northeast Area of CD14 now has a 
Clean Up Team dedicated to the 
area twice a week. This team has 
already been conducting street 
sweeping, bulky item removal, weed 
abatement, and power washing. If 
you know a location that needs 
attention, please call my field office. 

 I am also happy to share that in 
February the Bureau of Street 
Services completed concrete repairs 
to the intersection of York Blvd and 
Verdugo Road. We continue to 
work with them to ensure repair 
and maintenance our local streets. 

In February, I was happy to 
sponsor a Northeast Community 
Connect Day along with Exodus 
Recovery, at the Highland Park 
Senior Center, for people 
experiencing homelessness, in 
danger of becoming homeless, and 
for low income individuals. There 
were services providers with 
linkages and resources for housing, 
mental health, substance issues, 
and health care, as well as free 
haircuts, ID vouchers, and health 
screenings. 

I look forward to continuing to 
work with the Glassell Park 
community and thank you for 
allowing us to serve you. 

Sincerely, 
Councilmember José Huizar

Neighbor, 
My office has been working 

with the Bureau of Street Services 
(BSS) on several improvements in 
the Glassell Park neighborhood. 

These projects underscore my 
office’s devotion toward 
improving our roadways and 
making them safe for all -- 
pedestrians, drivers, and bicyclists 
alike. Last year, my office initiated 
a total of almost 20 lane miles of 
resurfacing projects throughout 
the 13th District! 

The areas in Glassell Park that 
were recently resurfaced include 
the following: Drew Street, from 
Weldon Avenue to Avenue 32; 
Estara Avenue, from Fletcher 
Drive to Drew Street; Andrita 
Street, from Estara Avenue to 
Avenue 32; Weldon Avenue, from 
Fletcher Drive to Chapman Street; 
and Chapman Street from Estara 
Ave to Avenue 32. 

As we seek to ensure the 
safety, mobility, and sustainability 
of our neighborhood streets, our 
partners with BSS are here to 
serve residents across the City. 
Whether it’s reporting a pothole, 
requesting a tree removal, or 
submitting an application to 
repair a sidewalk, the department 
offers a litany of services designed 
to make our communities safer 
and more livable. For more 
information, visit https://
streetsla.lacity.org/. 

Kind Regards, 
MITCH O’FARRELL 

Field Deputy Elsy Hernandez 
5577 N. Figueroa St., LA 90042 
323-550-1538 
elsy.hernandez@lacity.org
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On the morning of 
the GPIA’s CD14 Table 
Town Hall, a city crew 
was already at work 
giving the Glassell Park 
pool a fresh coat of 
bright white paint. 

     We were joined by the CD1 
clean team—five members 
strong, we also were joined 
by a group of parents from 
Glassell Park Elementary 
School who were working on 
pressure washing the 
walkways and stairs around 
the school. Altogether twelve 
of us worked on picking up 
trash and raking leaves. We 

worked on weeding around the street trees so the rain 
goes to the trees. In general We cleaned up the area 
around the school and 
Early Education 
Center.  By the time we 
were finished the clean 
team took a truck load 
of bulky items and the 
trash we picked up. 
Quite a lot was done for 
the community in 45 
minutes.

     The GPIA heard from 
a neighbor near Delevan 
Elementary School that the 
pedestrian bridges were in 
need of cleanups.  

     Our Improvement 
Chair, Molly Lynn Taylor, 
brought the issue to the 
attention of Councilmember 
José Huizar’s Case Manager, 
Cynthia Cruz, at the January 
GPIA General Membership 
Meeting and Cynthia sent 
Fuego Tech to the location.

January Flash Cleanup!                  by Jim Kiehl

And an extra cleanup, too!                                                                                                      

Photo by CD14

Dia Del  
Niño 
Come Join with us! 
April 25, 2020   
11:00am - 2:00pm   
Free Event! 

Music, 
refreshments, 
toys and jumpers 
for the kids. 

At Cypress Park 
Recreation Center  
2630 Pepper Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 
90065 

GP pool got painted                                                                

Photo by CD1

San Fernando Road was 
resurfaced from Cazador 
Street to Delay.  That stretch 
of roadway was riddled with 
potholes that are now fixed. 

Thanks to CD1 for 
improving this heavily 
travelled GP street.

SFR resurfaced                                                          
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March 21, 2020 
Verdugo at Eagle Rock Blvd / Triangle 
Garden 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Eagle Rock Blvd and Verdugo Road 
WITH BULKY ITEM & 
ELECTRONICS ROUND-UP 
April 18, 2020 
LA River Cleanup with FOLAR                  
8:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Location – Bowtie Parcel 
Go to www.FOLAR.org for 
information and to sign up for the 
biggest community cleanup 
event in the country! 
May 16, 2020 
South Glassell Park Monument / 
Transit Pavilion                 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
San Fernando Road and Eagle Rock 
Blvd. 
June 20, 2020 
La Esquina / O&H 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Division St. at Ave 33 
July 18, 2020                   
Crestmoore Steps 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Crestmoore Steps just off Verdugo 
Road 
August 15, 2020 
Verdugo Village               
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road and York Blvd. 
WITH BULKY ITEM ROUND-UP 
September 19, 2020 
2 Freeway Ramps / Underpass / 
Median 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road at Roderick Road 
October 17, 2020 
San Fernando Road / Ribet Academy      
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
San Fernando Rd. at 2 Freeway 
November 14, 2020 
North Glassell Park Monument    
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Eagle Rock Blvd at York 

 GLASSELL      
PARK

working together to better our community since 1968

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

January 18, 2020 
Glassell Park Elementary / Glassell Park EEC 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
W Ave 30 at Carlyle Street 

February 22,  2020 
IRVING STEAM & Fletcher Elementary 
9:00 AM – 9:45 AM 
Fletcher Drive and Estara Avenue 

March 21, 2020 
Verdugo at Eagle Rock Blvd / Triangle Garden 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Eagle Rock Blvd and Verdugo Road 
WITH BULKY ITEM & ELECTRONICS ROUND-UP 

April 18, 2020 
LA River Cleanup Bowtie Parcel with FOLAR                  
8:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Location – Nelson Miller/ Bowtie Parcel 

May 16, 2020 
South Glassell Park Monument / Transit Pavilion                 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
San Fernando Road and Eagle Rock Blvd. 

June 20, 2020 
La Esquina / O&H 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Division St. at Ave 33 

July 18, 2020                   
Crestmoore Steps 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Crestmoore Steps just off Verdugo Road 

August 15, 2020 
Verdugo Village               
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road and York Blvd. 
WITH BULKY ITEM ROUND-UP 

September 19, 2020 
2 Freeway Ramps / Underpass / Median 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road at Roderick Road 

October 17, 2020 
San Fernando Road / Ribet Academy      
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
San Fernando Rd. at 2 Freeway 

November 14, 2020 
North Glassell Park Monument    
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Eagle Rock Blvd at York 

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

G
PIA c/o 

jekiehl@
earthlink.net

The GPIA is 501(c)(3), non-profit, charitable 
organization. All residents and business owners are 
welcome to join the GPIA. Your membership is a tax-
deductible donation. Memberships are $12-$25 a year. 
www.GPIA.org

FLASH
CLEANUP!GP

IA
2020

STUDENTS! Earn community service hours at 
our Flash Cleanups!  Email jekiehl@earthlink.net

The GPIA elected Helene Schpak as President, and Neighborhood 
Prosecutor Gabrielle Taylor swore in the 2020 Board of Directors.  
Gabrielle not only 
answered community 
legal questions, but she 
and SLO Luis Reyes 
stayed for the lively and 
informative 
presentation on NELA 
history by author, 
neighbor and LAPL 
maps librarian, Glen 
Creason.

     On January 25th, the GPIA, 
once again, proved itself to be the 
premiere candidate event organizer in 
NELA.  The CD14 “Table Town Hall” 
featured all five candidates for 
Councilmember representing Los 
Angeles City Council District 14, and 
a roundtable format that allowed 
participants and candidates  face-
time with each other.   

     Stakeholders arranged themselves around five tables (one for 
each candidate who will be on the March 3 ballot) and the candidates 
moved from one table to the next.   Ten to twelve concerned residents 
sat at each table and were able to converse with each candidate. 

     At the end of the event, the stakeholders felt that they had been 
able to get their concerns aired and get to know each candidate; and 
the candidates felt that they were able to communicate with potential 

voters as well as get a real grassroots feel 
for what the community thinks are the 
most pressing issues in Glassell Park and 
Northeast Los Angeles.   
The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council 
funded the event and participated by 
providing staff, balloons, take-home 
water bottles and the all-important timer. 
The candidates who are running to 
replace Councilmember José Huizar in 
CD14 are:  Raquel Zamora, Cyndi 
Otteson, Kevin de León, John Jimenez 
and Mónica García.

CD14 Table Town Hall—another GPIA success                                                                       

STUDENTS! 
Earn community service hours at        

Flash Cleanups!   
Go to: www.gpia.org  

for more information and to sign up.

January meeting was a crowd pleaser                                                              

Photo by Bill Hendrickson, Boulevard Sentinel
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Have you ever found one of 
these amphibians under a rock or 
log? The Black-bellied Slender 
Salamander (Batrachoseps 
nigriventris) comes to the surface 
from deep underground during 
cool, damp weather. They grow to 
a length of 4.5 inches. When seen 
in sunlight, they are dark brown 
with a lighter brown or reddish 
back, and glittering speckled 
sides. When they feel threatened 
they may curl their body sideways 
into a defensive coil, and can 
easily detach their tail to act as a 
distraction to predators. Slender 
Salamanders eat very small 
insects, which they grab with long 
tongues, much the way frogs do. 
There are at least 20 species of 
Slender Salamander, all are found 
only in California and the Oregon 
coast. The Black-bellied is one of 
only a few species that live in the 
Los Angeles basin. 

Slender Salamanders have 
some interesting biological 
features—they are lungless: 
oxygen is absorbed through their 
moist skin. They lay eggs in moist 
soil, where the young fully 
develop before hatching, unlike 
most amphibians whose young 
have an aquatic "tadpole" stage. 
Their skin produces toxins that 
make them unpalatable to 
predators, so if you handle one, 
you should wash your hands 
afterward.

by Susan Streaser

Black-bellied Slender 
Salamander

Photo by Susan Streaser

Did you know you can 
advertise in the GPIA News? 

Ask for our rate sheet at: 
gpiaNews90065@gmail.com

If every 
GPIA 

member 
brings in 
one new 
member,   
we will 

double our 
numbers!

(Join at GPIA.org)

Several members of the 
Friends Of Walnut Canyon 
committee recently attended a 
Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy board meeting to 
share information regarding 
purchasing and preserving 
undeveloped land in Walnut 
Canyon. Members of the 
SMMC were very responsive to 
our presentation and they 
informed us that they continue 
to have an active and vital 
interest in purchasing Walnut 
Canyon property to preserve it 
as public parkland.  They also 
explained that funding sources 
are currently limited and 
coordinating funding right now 
is difficult.   

We expressed our 
appreciation for their support 
and our plan to continue 
working with them and with 
other agencies and public 
officials towards our goal of 
preserving a total of nearly 15 
acres of undeveloped land in 
Walnut Canyon.   

Everyone who has 
experienced the beauty and 
pleasure of hiking or walking in 
Walnut Canyon knows that it is 
a popular open space that 
serves as a vital habitat for 
a  wide variety of wildlife and is 
home to many dense groves of 
protected black walnut trees. 
  Community pride in this 

land remains steadfast.    
For more information, visit: 

www.GPIA.org/
friendsofwalnutcanyon. 
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To learn more:  
www.glassellparknc.org          
email: board@glassellparknc.org

The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Road, at 7:00pm.           
Buffet dinner is served & everyone is welcome to join us! 

All Glassell Park stakeholders are eligible to join any of our 
committees:  Budget & Finance / Grants & Funding /
Planning & Land Use / Outreach & Communications /
Education / Public Arts / Bylaws. 

Go to our website to find events, agendas, minutes and a 
calendar of upcoming meetings.

www.gpia.org       MARCH/APRIL 2020

JOIN the GPIA!
Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($20)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Senior (60+) ($15)

 Business membership ($25) 
(includes one free 2x3.5” ad)

 Tax deductible donation

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 
white.  For example, your black & white, business card-

sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” ad! 

Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.
Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-7878 or email gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

LAPD Senior Lead Officers
Luis Reyes   

 213-793-0758 or email 33184@lapd.online
Fernando Ochoa   

 213-793-0759 or email 25743@lapd.online

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 
Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6250 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

If you go to  
www.smile.amazon.com 

and choose GPIA, a percentage of the 
amount you spend will be donated to us!   
It’s the same Amazon site and account,   

but it benefits the community every time 
you shop!

? 
Do you shop at 

Join the Flash Cleanup team! Go to 
www.gpia.org or email Jim Kiehl  
at jekiehl@earthlink.net
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ELECTRONIC CORRECTION REQUESTED
2020 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Helene Schpak
Treasurer/Acting VP 
Donald Nollar
Secretary 
Melinda Martinez
Improvement Chair 
Molly Lynn Taylor
Area Representatives 
Jennifer Campbell
Zazu Faure
Marge Piane
Friends of Walnut  
Canyon Chair 
Eric Tallman
Street Trees & Sidewalks / 
Flash Cleanups Chair 
Jim Kiehl

March 3 
VOTE! Presidential Primary 
Election, see page 3
March 6
GPNC Outreach 
Committee meeting, 7pm
March 10 & April 14
GPNC Executive 
Committee meeting, 7pm
March 12 
GPIA General Membership 
meeting, 7pm, see cover & 
page 3 
March 17
St. Patrick’s Day
March 17 & April 21
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm, 
see page 12

March 21
Flash Cleanup! Eagle Rock 
Blvd. at Verdugo/Triangle 
Garden, 8:00am, see page 11
March 22
GPIA Rummage Sale, 
9am-3pm, see page 4
March 26 & April 23
GPNC Planning & Land Use 
Committee meeting, 7pm 
April 8 
GPIA Board meeting, 7pm
April 18
Flash Cleanup! in the LA 
River with FoLAR at Bowtie 
Parcel, 8:30am-12noon,   
(see pages 3 & 11)

Upcoming Events

All meetings and events are at the 
Glassell Park Community & Senior Center

3750 N. Verdugo Road                                       
unless otherwise noted.

Taking pride in our community since 1968!  Join today!
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City Council 
Field Offices 

Council District 1 
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 
José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

Help the            

GPIA grow!   

Ask a neighbor       

to join!


