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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               
Thursday, Nov. 10th, at 7pm 

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 
  

The Community Center is located 
behind the Public Storage building.  
The parking lot entrance is on Verdugo 
Road between the Public Storage 
building and the Glassell Park 
Recreation Center.
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The GPIA is raising funds to purchase and install a Little Free Library at Rio de Los 
Angeles State Park.  Please see page 9 for information.

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 11/10/16 

Fall/Winter 
Gardening in 
Glassell Park 

November 10th 
7pm 

with guests: 
City Plants  
tree giveaway with 

planting instruction 
Fig Earth Supply 

what to grow in Glassell 
Park & how to do it 

Hillside Produce 
Cooperative 

share your edibles with 
neighbors - free food! 

LA River School 
free seedlings from the 

school garden 

2017 Board Election
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✓ Governor signs Jimmy Gomez’s Climate Change Bill
In September, Governor Brown signed AB 1550, authored by Glassell Park’s 

Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez.  The bill requires a minimum of 25% of cap-and-
trade funds to be invested directly in disadvantaged communities, and further 
requires at least an additional 10% of these funds to target low-income households 
regardless of location. 
✓ LAUSD approves later start to school year 

Starting next year, school will start a week later than this year; and in 2018 an 
additional week later.

✓ It’s now legal to break into a car to rescue an animal
Our governor signed into law a measure that allows Californians to break into 

and enter vehicles to rescue animals if they appear to be in danger from excessive 
heat.  A citizen must first call law enforcement to report the situations, but if the 
animal is in danger, the car is locked and law enforcement is not quick enough, this 
bill (AB797) provides immunity to a person causing vehicle damage for the purpose 
of rescuing an animal.

✓   Californians to be able to register & vote on same day
Secretary of State Alex Padilla certified VoteCal, a statewide database that will 

not only allow Californians to register and vote on the same day, but will also connect 
all 58 counties to accurately and efficiently maintain voter rolls.  VoteCal, which will 
take effect for the next election, will also enable voters to check that their ballot was 
counted properly and allow 16 year olds to “pre-register” to vote when they turn 18.

✓ “Vision Zero” to reduce pedestrian deaths
A multi-department campaign led by the LADoT, Vision Zero, has a goal of 

reducing traffic deaths to zero by 2025.  Go to: www.http://visionzero.lacity.org for 
more information.

✓ New app for reporting suspected terrorist activity
The LAPD has introduced a new smartphone app called iWatchLA, that enables 

residents to easily report potential terrorist activity.  The LAPD emphasized that focus 
should be on suspicious behavior, and not on a person’s race, appearance or religion.

✓ Glassell Park’s Farmers Market has closed
The Farmers Market that took place on Saturdays at the Goodwill parking lot 

has closed.

✓ Clean Streets Index 
As part of Mayor Garcetti’s Clean Streets Initiative, the City’s Bureau of 

Sanitation drove ALL of LA’s public streets and alleys and gave each block a 
“cleanliness score”.  Go to http://www.cleanstreetsla.org/cleanstat/ to see how 
they rated the streets of Glassell Park

✓ Fletcher Streetscape moving along
The Bureau of Street Services is coordinating with CD13 to install landscaped 

medians, bike paths, continental crosswalks, sidewalk & access ramp improvements, 
and street “furniture” like bike racks, benches and trash receptacles on Fletcher 
Drive.  The project should be completed by April 2017.

✓ City wins nearly $65 million for affordable housing
Los Angeles received a share of $289.4 million collected through California’s 

greenhouse gas cap-and-trade program and will use it to build 553 below-market 
units.
✓ No oversize vehicle parking on Marguerite Street

CD13 responded to complaints about large trucks and RVs being left on 
Marguerite Street near Fletcher Drive Elementary School & Washington Irving 
Middle School.  The street is now posted to make such parking illegal. See Area Rep, 
Robert Campagna’s report on page 10.

 What’s going on in Glassell Park? LETTER 
FROM
GPIA 

PRESIDENT 
MOLLY 

LYNN 
TAYLOR

Our community does get better when 
we all get involved. But you're busy and 
what would "getting involved" look like? 
That depends entirely on you. If you have 
any inclination to organize an event, 
provide your opinion, help with our 
website or social media, attend a 
meeting...this is your call to action.  

Our community is at a crossroads, I 
see it and I know that many of you do as 
well. Whether you have lived in Glassell 
Park for 50 years or 5 minutes, whether 
you call this community home or do 
business here, it's my opinion that we all 
should have a say in the vision and goals 
for our future. This again speaks to the 
importance of getting involved. While we 
may have a different opinions or 
perspectives, it's through an open, ongoing 
dialogue that can we look at issues from 
every angle and come together to shape the 
future of our Glassell Park. If you want a 
seat at the table, we have one waiting for 
you. 

Looking back, we set big goals for the 
GPIA and we can reflect on our 
accomplishments knowing that it's been an 
exceptional year. From town halls to 
potluck events, volunteering at the 
Highland Park winter shelter, hosting a 
Tenant/ Landlord rights and 
responsibilities workshop with Inner City 
Law Center, to a successful rummage sale 
fundraiser, and monthly community 
cleanup events, the board has organized 
more that 20 community-building events 
this past year. Considering we are all 
volunteers, I think the GPIA board of 2016 
went above and beyond. There is a lot to be 
proud of and there is still a lot to be done. I 
hope that I've effectively conveyed just how 
important it is for everyone to get involved, 
to participate, to stay connected to our 
community.  

I want to recognize and thank the 
2016 board members and liaisons. With 
special thanks to Eric Tallman, Marcie 
Rose, Nancy Cortes and our News Editor, 
Marge Piane; Brian Frobisher for his 
contributions to outreach; Michelle 
Alvarez and Nancy Cortes for their 
dedication to organizing the Halloween 
event; Helene Schpak for organizing the 
Planning 101 event; Robert Campagna for 
his dedication as an Area Representative  
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for the Drew/ Estara/ Juntos Park area of 
Glassell Park; Jim Kiehl for leading 11 flash 
cleanups that directly benefit and beautify 
our Glassell Park; and to all our members 
who show up and support our meetings, 
and those who do the work that we all 
benefit from. 

We also want to acknowledge and say 
thanks to Congressman Xavier Becerra, 
State Senator Kevin de León, 
Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez, 
Supervisor Hilda Solis, Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, our three Councilmembers 
Gilbert Cedillo, Mitch O'Farrell and José 
Huizar, LAUSD’s Ref Rodriguez and all  
their staffs for working with the GPIA this 
year. We appreciate your support and 
thank you for helping to improve Glassell 
Park. 

As my tenure as GPIA President  
comes to an end, I am thankful and proud 
to have served our Glassell Park 
community and look forward to supporting 
the 2017 GPIA board and preparing for 
GPIA's 50th year. Choosing to be involved 
in Glassell Park is one of the best, most 
gratifying decisions that I made since 
moving here over 11 years ago and I hope 
that you consider being a leader in Glassell 
Park, too. I know that when you do, you 
will enjoy the same rewards that I have 
experienced since taking that leap. 

Finally, I hope that you will consider 
renewing your membership and 
supporting the GPIA through additional 
contributions and donations. As a GPIA 
member, you not only support the good 
work of our organization, but you receive 
the GPIA News and the tax benefit of a 
donation to a non-profit organization. 
While the GPIA can stretch a dollar with 
the best of them, we do need your support 
to offer educational programs, micro-
grants for improvements, community 
events, and general Glassell Park 
improvements. Many of us consider where 
and to what type of non-profit we want to 
donate, especially as we close out our year 
and prepare for tax season. Our hope is 
that you will consider the GPIA as a worthy 
organization to receive your donation. 

Thank you for allowing me the 
opportunity to serve our community. I look 
forward to what 2017 brings.  

All my best, 
Molly Lynn Taylor

Follow us on:

U.S. Congressman Xavier Becerra came to 
Glassell Park to present 34th Congressional 
District Leader awards to Pilar Quispe, Maria 
Perez and Guadalupe Soto for their ongoing 
work to keep Juntos Family Park and their 
neighborhood at Drew & Estara Streets safe 
for all residents.  

       Robert Campagna, GPIA Area 
Rep, brought the women to the 
attention of the GPIA, and 
President Molly Lynn Taylor 
submitted their names as part of 
the Congressman’s Latino 
Heritage Month recognition of 
Latino community leaders in his 
district. The GPIA nominated the 
Glassell Park women and we are 
proud to have leaders like Pilar, 
Maria and Guadalupe as members 
of the Glassell Park community. 

New fees on developers will increase funding for parks
The LA City Council voted to change how it collects park fees under 

the State’s Quimby Act that previously required developers to pay a fee 
in lieu of providing park space near new condos and homes they build.  
Now the fee will be required on new apartment buildings as well. 

The ordinance requires $5,000 per unit for apartment buildings, and 
raises the fees for condos and/or homes to $10,000.  Affordable housing 
units will be exempt from the fee.  See CD14's report on page 8.
Congressman Becerra awards women of Drew/Estara

Photos by Brian Frobisher and Marge Piane

City Council moves to purchase G2 parcel along LA River
Parcel C- 24 acres: Currently under a joint development agreement between
the MTA and McCormack Baron Salazar, 20.2 of those acres are slated to be
developed primarily as residential with a small (28,000 sq ft) retail component.

Parcel D- 40 acres: Rio de Los Angeles State Park. This parcel is the first
phase of the state park and consists of multi-objective uses including active
and passive recreation, habitat restoration, and educational and cultural
facilities.

Parcel E- 8 acres: Facility owned by the Kramer Trust & operated by Fed Ex.
Construction completed late 1997. Potential to provide additional compatible
uses more appropriate its location between a park and a school if acquired in
the future.

Parcel F1- 27 acres: The LA Media Tech Center office park was completed in
2000. LA City Planning conditioned the developer to work with The River
Project to develop cutting edge stormwater BMPs before approving project.

Parcel F2- 23 acres: Now home to The Sonia Sotomayor Learning Academy
which includes the Los Angeles River School, an LAUSD Pilot School that
gives teachers, students, and parents a voice in public education.

Parcel G1- 18 acres: Owned by State Parks. This parcel will be phase two of
Rio de Los Angeles State Park and will focus on habitat restoration and
passive recreation. Currently the focus of a US Army Corps of Engineers
Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility study.

Parcel G2- 44 acres: Owned by Union Pacific. Former operating facility, soil
and groundwater are contaminated. Slated for future inclusion in the State
Park. Subject of an ongoing Coastal Conservancy feasibility study for future
habitat restoration, water quality remediation, flood hazard mitigation, wetlands
restoration, passive recreation uses.

Home » Projects » Taylor Yard/ Rio de Los Angeles State Park

Map of Taylor Yard Parcels
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About Us Learn Projects Help Out

¡Favor de leer la carta de 
la Presidente de GPIA en 

la pagina 6! 

GPIA speaks against 7-Eleven at high-traffic location

LA River flood risks for Glendale Narrows sections

On October 25th, representatives for 7-Eleven 
presented their request for zoning approval of 24-hour 
operation at a new store on Cazador Street between San 
Fernando Road and Cypress Street.   

GPIA President Molly Lynn Taylor spoke 
against a store at that location and presented a 
letter of concerns.  The GPNC, too, sent a letter 
of non-support.  Both groups cited pedestrian, 
cyclist and driver safety as major problems at 
that site.  We await the ZA’s determination.

The US Army Corps of Engineers will hold a public workshop to 
discuss flood risk management activities, existing flood risk, access and 
use of the River and other topics relevant to the area of the river that 
borders Glassell Park.  The corps will host several stations with displays, 
information and the opportunity to ask questions.   

The workshop will be Nov. 7th, from 6:30-8:30pm, at Friendship 
Auditorium, 3201 Riverside Drive 90027. 
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The City Council voted to open escrow on the purchase 
of the large piece of land in Taylor Yard known as G2.  The 
parcel would add open space, habitat and LA River 
connectivity while also providing flood relief.   

Staff will now inspect the site and report on their 
findings.  The full City Council has until January 31st to 
vote to proceed with closing escrow or not.  If they do not 
close, Union Pacific Railroad could sell it for another use.
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Construction in Barryknoll Canyon has begun with a few homes 
nearing completion and more breaking ground.  Bulldozers have carved 
paths for future streets and a few protected trees have been wrapped in 
orange plastic cages. 

Neighbors are keeping a careful 
eye on the projects underway at 3927, 
3937 and 3941 Barryknoll.  The 
concern is not so much the 
development of this open space, but 
the wellbeing of one of our larger 
groves of California Black Walnut 
trees and the stress increased 
population and hardscape will put on 
our fragile infrastructure. 

The GPIA, along with scores of 
local residents, sent a letter to the City asking for a full Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) so as to properly assess all negative impacts and 
determine how they might be mitigated.  To date, the City has rejected 
our request.  Instead, they allowed the developer to file a proposed 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).   With an MND, the developer 
states how they intend to mitigate any negative impacts their 
development might cause, and the project is given less scrutiny than it 
would get with an EIR. 

On September 28, developers filed 
the paperwork to build more houses in 
Barryknoll Canyon.  The next five 
consecutive homes are located at:  
3861, 3865, 3871, 3909 and 3919  
Barryknoll.  The L.A. Planning 
Department has, once again, issued a 
proposed Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for these five new 
properties.  This proposed MND does 
not reference any potentially 
Significant Impacts that this new development may have on the 
environment.  In addition, a development of 5 or more consecutive 
houses should automatically trigger a review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

GPIA Vice-President Eric Tallman gathered neighbors and 
community groups to submit comments to the City’s Planning 
Department expressing their belief that this MND is insufficient., and 
emphasizing that the construction of these five houses will indeed cause 
Significant Impacts to the environment.   They are requesting that an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) be implemented and completed 
before any further activity is allowed on these five properties.  An EIR 
would address the significant changes that will occur on this hillside 
terrain, and the additional strain on local infrastructure, in much greater 
detail.  

The Planning Department has not yet responded to these comments.   
If the community’s request is rejected, they will continue working to 
convince the department to implement an EIR.   

SAVE THE DATE! 
Come taste, enjoy, 
vote & win your 
holiday fruitcake  
(you know you     

want one!)                
at the GPIA’s 1st  

HOLIDAY 
FRUITCAKE 
BAKE OFF        

&               
RAFFLE 

Thursday, Dec. 15th 
7pm    

to enter the bakeoff, email: 
gp.90065@gmail.com       

for location & information 
go to: www.gpia.org

Barryknoll Canyon development

Kinney Street study
CD1, responding to numerous community complaints, asked the 

Bureau of Engineering to study Kinney Street from Crestmoore Street to 
Barryknoll Drive.  The street has been the site of regular accidents 
involving large trucks that cannot safely make the sharp turn closest to 
Crestmoore Street.  The report will be completed by mid-November and 
will address safety, erosion, water runoff issues and more.  It is likely the 
report will recommend improvements costing many millions of dollars.
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After enjoying an 
impressive display of 
award-winning 
student-made robots 
maneuvering around 
the Glassell Park 
Community & Senior 
Center floor, the 
Glassell Park 

Neighborhood Council unanimously approved a 
Neighborhood Purpose Grant of $2,500.00 for 
materials needed for the Washington Irving Middle 
School’s STEAM robotics teams’ next creations. 

On Saturday, October 8th, the GPNC’s 
Area 4 Representative Heather Thomas hosted 
a Block Party for her area & beyond. 

Over 60 neighbors came out to meet one 
another and enjoy free food & drink..  Instead 
of a suggestion box, Heather asked “What do 
you love about Glassell Park?” and “What 
Could be Improved in Glassell Park?”

The Glassell Park 
Community Garden 
welcomed our 
Assemblymember Jimmy 
Gomez.  After those invited 
told him about difficulties 
they’re having with the 
DWP & water usage, Mr. 
Gomez presented 
certificates to local women who are making a 
difference at the garden.

Assemblymember Jimmy Gomez visited the 
Glassell Park Community Garden

Save the Date! 
The GPIA’s 2nd Annual Spring Clean Rummage Sale 

March 18th & 19th 
Donations will be accepted every Saturday beginning February 18th

Washington Irving Middle School Robotics 
Team scores 

Speedy work from CD1

 A GPIA member 
reported a hazardous 
metal stub on Avenue 
32 at Verdugo and a 
day later—thanks to 
CD1’s Jose Rodriguez
— it had been fitted 
with a new stop sign.

School of History and Dramatic Arts (SoHDA) 
Seeks Community Volunteers

SoHDA at the Sotomayor Learning Academies on 
San Fernando Road in Glassell Park welcomes 
volunteers from the community for both one-time 
events (such as Mock Interview practice, judging for 
History Day and/or Senior Defense projects, or standing 
in as a mentor for student-led conferences) and ongoing 
help with tutoring, classroom assistance, or lending 
expertise and/or willingness to work with the Drama 
and Stage Tech program.  

In addition, as students apply for college through 
November 30th, mentors are needed who are 
comfortable with Google Docs and can help students 
develop their essays for college applications.  

Please contact the Advisory Board: Marian Olivas 
molivas@ucla.edu 818.207.0996 

The GPIA’s 48th 
Anniversary Dinner, on the 
patio at The Coffee Table, 
was all about the future—our 
50th anniversary will be here 
before we know it, and we 
are planning to celebrate as 
the occasion deserves.   

The GPIA is already forming an ad hoc committee 
to plan an event to remember.  To join the committee, 
please email: ___________

GPIA Dinner brings neighbors together

GPNC’s Area 4 event is the first in a series of planned Area Block Parties

GPNC’s Area 3 rep brings trees to Carlyle Street
Jamie Ramirez, GPNC Area 3 rep, along 

with tireless TreePeople volunteers, worked a 
transformation on Carlyle Street by 
organizing residents to participate in a block-
long parkway tree planting 
that improved the street 
and brought neighbors 
together.  For information 
about doing the same on 
your block,  text Jamie at 
562-208-7370. 
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Volunteer for your 
community! 

In August, Verdugo Village came 
out to cleanup York & Verdugo; and 
in September, our Flash Cleanup! at 
Verdugo Road & Roderick Road, 
brought out a record twenty four 
volunteers including CD 13’s Clean 
Team, CD 14’s Lucy Aparicio, a 
group from Flores Landscape in 
Glassell Park.  Local students, some 
of our regulars, GPIA President 
Molly Lynn Taylor and even Josef 
Bray-Ali, a candidate for CD1, 
showed up.  One of the Glassell 
Parkemon event banners made its 
debut.  In only 45 minutes, over 18 
volunteer hours went into taking 
trash weeds and an old car bumper 
off the street.  That is what a great 
turn out can do.  Thanks to all who 
participated and to all who helped 
out to make this a great event!     

November’s Flash Cleanup will 
take place at the Glassell Park North 
Monument in the median in Eagle 
Rock Blvd. at Lincoln Street.  For 
information, jekiehl@earthlink.net
Monthly Flash Cleanups make 
a difference in Glassell Park

Top photo:        
Felicia Garcia

by Jim Kiehl, 
Improvement 

Chair

Bottom photo:        
Josef Bray-Ali

Nuestra comunidad mejora cuando todos participamos. Pero estás ocupado 
y que es lo que sería "involucrarse"? Eso depende enteramente de usted. Si tienes 
alguna inclinación a organizar un evento, proporcionar tu opinión, quieres 
ayudar con nuestro sitio web o medios sociales de comunicación, asistir a una 
reunión ... esta es tu llamada a acción. 

Nuestra comunidad está en un cruce de caminos, lo veo y sé que muchos de 
ustedes también lo ven.  Si usted ha vivido en Glassell Park durante 50 años o los 
ultimos 5 minutos, si tiene su negocio aquí, es mi opinión que todos deberíamos 
tener voz en la visión y metas para nuestro futuro. Esto habla de nuevo la 
importancia de ser  involucrado. Mientras que podemos tener diferentes 
opiniones o puntos de vista, es a través de diálogo abierto que podemos examinar 
las cuestiones desde todos los ángulos y unirnos para dar forma a el futuro de 
nuestra comunidad de Glassell Park. Si quieres un asiento en la mesa, tenemos 
uno esperando para ti. 

Mirando hacia atrás, nos propusimos grandes objetivos para el GPIA y 
podemos reflexionar sobre nuestros logros ya que ha sido un año excepcional. 
Contando varias reunions, eventos, siendo voluntarios en el refugio de invierno 
de Highland Park, los talleres con Inner City Law Center, un exitoso recaudador 
de fondos con la venta de artículos usados, y los eventos mensuales de limpieza 
de la comunidad, GPIA tiene organizado más de 20 eventos en la comunidad en 
este año pasado. Teniendo en cuenta que todos  somos voluntarios, creo que la 
junta GPIA de 2016 fue al más allá. Hay una gran cantidad del cual estar 
orgullosos y todavía hay mucho por hacer. Espero que se aya transmitado lo 
importante que es para todo el mundo participar y mantenerse en contacto con 
nuestra comunidad.  

Quiero reconocer y agradecer a los miembros de mesa y coordinadores del 
2016. Con gracias especial a Eric Tallman, Marcie Rose, Nancy Cortes y nuestra 
Editora de Noticias, Marge Piane; Brian Frobisher por su contribución a la 
divulgación; Michelle Alvarez y Nancy Cortes por su dedicación a la 
organización del evento de Halloween; Helene Schpak por la organización de 
planificación de eventos 101; Robert Campagna por su dedicación como 
Representante de Área de la zona Drew/Estara/Juntos Parque de Glassell Park; 
Jim Kiehl con 11 limpiezas flash que benefician directamente y embellecen a 
Glassell Park; y para todos nuestros miembros que se presentan y apoyan 
nuestras reuniones, y los que hacen el trabajo del cual todos benefician. 

También queremos reconocer y agradecer al congresista Xavier Becerra,  El 
Senador del Estado Kevin de León, el Asambleísta Jimmy Gómez, Supervisora 
Hilda Solis, Alcalde Eric Garcetti, nuestros tres Concejales Gilbert Cedillo, Mitch 
O'Farrell y José Huizar, Ref Rodríguez de LAUSD y todos sus equipos por 
trabajar con el GPIA este pasado año. Agradecemos su apoyo. Gracias por 
ayudar a mejorar Glassell Park. 

Ya que mi mandato como Presidente GPIA llega a su fin, estoy agradecida y 
orgullosa de haber servido a nuestra comunidad de Glassell Park y esperamos 
que continue el apoyo del grupo 2017 GPIA y la preparación para el aniversario 
50 de GPIA en el 2018.  Estar involucrado en Glassell Park es una de las mejores 
decisions y más gratificantes que he hecho desde mi traslado aquí hace más de 11 
años. Espero que ustedes tambien consideren ser un líder en Glassell Park. Usted 
disfrutará de las mismas recompensas que he experimentado desde que forme 
parte del GPIA. 

Por último, espero que usted considere renovar su afiliación y el apoyo a 
GPIA através de contribuciones y donaciones adicionales. Como miembro GPIA, 
no solo apoyan el buen trabajo de nuestra organización, pero tambien reciben las 
noticias GPIA y el el beneficio de impuesto de una donación a nuestra 
organización. Mientras que el GPIA puede estirar un dólar con lo mejor de ellos, 
necesitamos su ayuda para ofrecer programas educativos, microdonaciones 
para mejoras, eventos comunitarios, y mejoras generales Glassell Park. 

Muchos de nosotros consideramos dónde y en qué tipo de organizaciones 
queremos donar, especialmente mientras cerramos el año y nos preparamos 
para la temporada de impuestos. Nuestra esperanza es que va a tener en cuenta 
GPIA como una organización digna de recibir su donación. 

Gracias por darnos la oportunidad de servir a nuestra comunidad en este 
año pasado, espero lo mejor de lo que pueda traer el 2017. 

Lo mejor de mí, 
Molly Lynn Taylor 

¡Favor de leer la carta de la Presidente de GPIA abajo! 
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Field Deputy Ben Pak 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
ben.pak@sen.ca.gov

California Senate District 24 
report from 
Senator Kevin de León 
Senate President pro Tempore 

City of Los Angeles report from 
Amanda Mejia, East Area 
Representative for 
Mayor Eric Garcetti 

Amanda Mejia, East Area Rep. 
200 N. Spring Street, LA 90012 
213-304-5869 
amanda.mejia@lacity.org

From the U.S & State Capitols and the Mayor’s office

Dear Friends, 
Honor a Veteran  
Every day our troops put their 

lives on the line, performing selfless 
and heroic actions, in the name of 
defending our nation and our ideals.  
It’s our duty as Americans to make 
sure that we honor and remember all 
our service members. 

The office of Congressman Xavier 
Becerra invites you to honor a 
Veteran this Veteran’s Day by 
recognizing their contributions to our 
community and our country.  Do you 
know a Veteran Leader or a local 
business owner committed to hiring 
Veterans?  Nominate them for the 
34th Congressional District Veteran 
Awards. If you would like to submit a 
nomination please contact my district 
office.  

34th Congressional Student 
Art Competition 

Since 1993, my office has held an 
annual Student Art Competition open 
to all high school students who reside 
in my congressional district. Each 
work of art entered into the 
competition is judged by a panel of 
local artists and competition sponsors 
for the chance to be displayed in the 
United States Capitol for one year. 
Artists who enter their work all 
receive special recognition at the 
annual Awards Ceremony, which is 
typically held in the spring. Deadline 
to submit art pieces is March 6, 2017.  

How Can I Help You?   
Please keep my office in mind for 

help with navigating federal agencies 
such as Social Security, Medicare, 
Veterans Affairs or U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 

Sincerely, 
XAVIER BECERRA 
Member of Congress 

California’s 34th Congressional 
District report from 
U.S. Congressman      
Xavier Becerra 

Sr. Field Deputy Gemma Jimenez 
350 S. Bixel St., Suite 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
gemma.jimenez@mail.house.gov

Governor Jerry Brown will sign 
legislation to establish a first-of-its-
kind retirement savings program for 
private-sector workers who do not 
have access to a savings plan at their 
workplace. Nearly 7 million California 
workers will be offered a portable and 
reliable retirement plan that serves as 
a vital supplement to Social Security, 
with participation encouraged through 
automatic enrollment and small 
payroll deductions with the option of 
opting out. SB 1234, authored 
by California Senate President pro 
Tempore Kevin de Leόn (D-Los 
Angeles), was recognized by the New 
York Times: “California is taking on 
the mantle of leadership”  nationwide 
when it comes to retirement coverage.  

In California, nearly one-half of 
workers will face significant economic 
hardship in retirement. The most at-
risk groups are young workers ages 
25-44 and low-income workers, but 
even middle-income workers will be at 
risk of not having enough retirement 
income to be self-sufficient. The lack 
of retirement savings affects all 
Californians, as seniors without 
sufficient savings will more likely need 
to rely on government assistance for 
basic necessities. 

Social Security is the foundation 
of retirement income for the majority 
of retirees in California, but these 
payments alone, today averaging 
$1,341 per month, are not enough to 
sustain workers in retirement. 

Two-thirds of small business 
owners in California support the 
creation of a state retirement savings 
program that would help small 
businesses and their employees save 
for retirement. In addition, nearly 
three-fourths expressed the belief that 
offering such a program would give 
their business a competitive edge.  

Mayor Garcetti has launched a $2 
million grant program that gives L.A. 
residents a unique opportunity to 
reimagine public spaces in their own 
neighborhoods. The Great Streets 
Challenge, now in its second year, 
empowers Angelenos to transform 
streets and urban corridors across Los 
Angeles into vibrant, walkable spaces 
that reflect the unique character of 
their communities.  

Angelenos can now apply for 
Great Streets Challenge funding to 
complete an improvement project 
along any street in L.A. The 
application window closes November 
18.  

For more information about the 
2016 Great Streets Challenge, 
visit LAGreatStreets.org.  

The City of Los Angeles has been 
awarded nearly $65 million in State 
cap-and-trade funding to develop 
environmentally sustainable 
affordable housing and make 
transportation improvements. The 
$64.6 million awarded to Los Angeles 
is the largest allocation to any city in 
California, and follows Mayor 
Garcetti’s successful advocacy in 2015 
to lift the cap on such awards from 
$15 million. 

The grants come from California’s 
new Affordable Housing and 
Sustainable Communities (AHSC) 
program. The new funding will 
provide gap financing for our 
permanent supportive housing 
developments for formerly homeless 
Angelenos, totaling 348 units, and an 
additional two affordable 
developments, totaling 205 units for 
low-income Angelenos.    
Stay connected with Mayor Garcetti 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
For assistance with city services, call 
311 or download the MyLA311 app.  
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Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Dep. District Dir. Jose Rodriguez 
5577 N. Figueroa St., LA 90042 
323-550-1538 
jose.a.rodriguez@lacity.org

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy Lucy Aparicio 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
lucy.aparicio@lacity.org

Dear Friends, 
Our ‘Keep It Clean’ campaign  

keeps moving ahead. Team Cedillo 
together with the Glassell Park 
Improvement Association and Glassell 
Park Neighborhood Council partnered 
to compete in the City of Los Angeles 
Clean Streets Challenge. We have 
selected Saturday November 5 to bring 
Glassell Park together to learn about 
reporting illegal dumping using 311 and 
applying some elbow grease to use hand 
tools to beautify the community. You 
can contact our office or the GPIA for 
more information on how you can 
participate.  

Recently, the Glassell Park 
Improvement Association reported a 
missing stop sign at Avenue 32 and 
Verdugo Road. Missing stop signs create 
a public safety hazard that needs to be 
corrected quickly. Team Cedillo 
reported the hazard and the Department 
of Transportation installed the stop sign 
in less than 1 week. Together with the 
community and City departments, our 
office will continue to achieve results 
that make our communities safer. Please 
help us by reporting these types of 
problems by calling 3-1-1 or reporting 
online at www.myla311.lacity.org 

After receiving reports from the 
community about hillside vehicle 
accidents and understanding the 
importance of public safety, our office 
requested the Bureau of Engineering 
(BOE) visit Kinney Street between 
Crestmoore Place and Barryknoll Drive 
to investigate street and storm drain 
safety and condition then provide 
recommendations and cost estimate. In 
early September, BOE visited Kinney 
Street to begin their study. The full 
report with recommendations and cost 
estimate should be submitted to our 
office by mid-November then we will 
determine next steps.    

Please contact my office for 
assistance to keep our district moving 
forward, making it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Councilmember, 1st District 

Hello Glassell Park, 
Following a great summer, the fall 

provided an opportunity to implement 
significant change to improve the 
quality-of-life for all Angelenos.   

After 31 years, I’m proud to say we 
successfully reformed and updated the 
city's development fees program to 
provide millions of additional dollars to 
build new parks and improve existing 
ones Citywide. 

The Los Angeles City Council voted 
14-0 to approve a new ordinance 
updating the City’s archaic development 
fees program for the first time in more 
than three decades in order to increase 
funding for parks and open space in 
park-poor Los Angeles and address 
inequities in distribution of those funds, 
particularly in low-income communities. 

I introduced a motion, restarting 
the discussion on Quimby reform, to 
update the City’s development fees 
program and increase park space 
Citywide. The new ordinance will 
significantly enhance Recreation and 
Parks’ ability to build facilities, such as 
aquatic centers, synthetic soccer fields, 
recreational facilities, world-class 
playground structures, and to acquire 
parkland to be dedicated in perpetuity 
for the public’s use. 

Fees levied on residential 
developments, collectively known as 
“Quimby fees,” were established in 1971 
as a way to mitigate negative impacts on 
communities and add park space for 
residents as new development is built. 
The proposed reforms promise more 
funding for parks, updated credits for 
developers who build recreational 
facilities on-site, and specific exemptions 
for affordable housing development.  

The City Council’s action follows 
decades of demand for Quimby reform, 
three years of study and public debate, 
and is an important first step to 
addressing the chronic underfunding of 
the City’s park system.  

Sincerely, 
José Huizar 
Councilmember, 14th District 

Dear Friends: 
Due to a recent injury incident, as 

well as numerous previous near misses 
and other collisions, my office is 
working with the Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD) and the Los 
Angeles Department of Transportation 
(LADOT) to initiate a number of 
changes to support the enforcement of 
reckless riding (LAMC 56.16) on the 
Los Angeles River Path.  

It is essential that all users of the 
path understand that per California 
law both bicyclists and pedestrians 
have a legal right to utilize the path, 
and should do so with an abundance of 
care and respect for others. Cyclists 
should refrain from excessive speed, 
particularly when pedestrians, 
children, and slower cyclists are 
present.  Pedestrians, as slower users 
of the path, should walk to the right as 
slow moving vehicles are required to 
do on roadways.  

In the coming months, a number 
of enhancements will be made near the 
entryways of the path in Elysian Valley 
to notify cyclists of areas with a higher 
concentration of pedestrians, and 
where they must slow down or 
dismount to avoid conflicts. The LAPD 
will ramp up enforcement in these 
problem areas along the path. 

If you are a competitive cyclist in 
training, the Elysian Valley shared 
path is  not for you. Cyclists traveling 
at high rates of speed make the 
pathway dangerous for all users.  
Instead, I suggest other options such 
as the Rose Bowl training ride, various 
criterium training loops, or the Encino 
or Carson Velodromes. 

Again, please remember the path 
is a resource for all Angelenos and 
efforts will be made to enforce the 
rules of the road, whether you’re a 
pedestrian or a cyclist. 

Sincerely,  
MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember, 13th District
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9th Annual Glassell Park 
Holiday Tree Lighting 
Celebration 
Sunday, December 4th, 5pm

GPIA hosts Planning 101 event

Save the date 
 

Councilmember Gilbert Cedillo 

The Glassell Park tree lighting committee 
Cordially invite you & yours to attend the 

9th Annual 

Glassell Park Tree 

                                         Lighting Celebration 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 5pm 

 Free 
Entertainment, Santa Clause, Toys 

Plus 

Hot chocolate, Cookies & Candy Canes 

Rite Aid Parking Lot 

4044 Eagle Rock Blvd. 90065 

For more information please contact: 

Maggie Darett-Quiroz 323-788-1323 

mdarett@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

✴EnterCainment 
✴Santa Claus 
✴Toys 
✴Hot Chocolate 
✴Cookies  
✴Candy Canes 
✴Free!

On Saturday, October 8th the GPIA co-sponsored  a Planning 101 educational 
event with more than 60 people in attendance.  Haydee Urita-Lopez, City Planner, 
helped organize.  Craig Weber, Principal City Planner, began the session with a 
broad overview of City Planning.  He covered the topics of zoning, the environmental 
mitigation process, acronyms used and their meaning, and how projects work their 
way through the system.   

There was a lively Q&A throughout and following the presentation.  The interest 
from those in attendance could have lengthened the Q&A by another hour or more 
but we had to move on to the second part of the meeting, an in-depth introduction to 
ZIMAS, the online reference and informational website operated by the L.A. City 
Planning Dept. 

Heber Martinez lead this tutorial demonstrating every tool offered on the 
ZIMAS (Zoning Information and Map Access System) website.  He was thorough and 
detailed.   This website gives the public the ability to search specific properties for 
details related to the planning process.   It can be visited and accessed by anyone at 
http://zimas.lacity.org/.  

The interest from the participants drove this event well past its scheduled three 
hours.  This educational event was so popular that people asked us to plan for more.  
And we will. 

    The City now offers free recycled water to all DWP 
customers.  Recycled water, that may be used only for 
landscaping purposes such as maintaining trees, shrubs, 
gardens and lawns, helps promote conservation be offsetting 
demand for drinking water.  To be eligible to receive free 
recycled water at the fill station at 4600 Colorado Blvd., 
customers must complete a brief training.   

For information about acceptable containers and other 
details, go to www.ladwp.com (click on “water”, then 
“recycled water”, then “Residential Recycled Water Fill 
Station Program”).

DWP launches pilot program to give away free recycled water

4044 Eagle Rock Blvd.

Play Glassell 
Parkémon Year Round!  

You can CATCH illegally 
dumped items and have them 

REMOVED from your 
community with the 

MyLA311 app from your 
smartphone or on the    LA 

City website at 
www.lacity.org/311-services

Read about the Little 
Free Library program at 
www.littlefreelibary.org

Help us reach our goal of 
fund raising $500 to buy 

and donate a  
Little Free Library  

to the                               
Rio de Los Angeles   

State Park!                   
      https://squareup.com/

store/GPIA/
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Do you shop at 

? 
If you go to  

www.smile.amazon.com 
and choose GPIA, a 
percentage of the 

amount you spend can 
be donated to us!  It’s 
the same Amazon site 

and account, but it 
benefits the 

community every time 
you shop!

Sagamore Park residents Yvonne Taylor and Roxanne Coyne have teamed 
up to form the emergency preparedness collective, Sagamore Survivors. They 
have had a successful earthquake safety event at Verdugo Community Church 
and will be sponsoring a fire safety course at the same location on November 
5th. Thanks to local businesses Sir Michaels, Jim's Chevron and Sprouts for 
donating supplies. 

I am pleased to announce that a Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) training course will be held at the Glassell Park Senior Center each 
Wednesday beginning January 4th through February 15th. Topics include fire 
suppression, disaster awareness and psychology, medical operations and light 
search and rescue techniques. Classes are free to attend. Please RSVP here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lafd-cert-glassell-park-tickets-28689330560 

Locals are looking forward to the grand opening of Little Ripper Coffee in 
Verdugo Village. The owners, Rex and Lorena, who also live in the area, are 
dealing with unexpected costs and delays as they work to comply with code 
enforcement requirements. A block party is being planned to coincide with the 
opening of the cafe. 

I'd like to invite you to get to know your neighbors and form or join an 
active Neighborhood Watch group. I have signage and forms to help you get 
started. Our Senior Lead Officer, Fernando Ochoa, is happy to support any 
efforts to keep our neighborhood safe. Olga Serna heads up our local group on 
Avenue 42 and the surrounding area. If you live in the area and would like to 
join, please e-mail me at GP.PatrickCleary@gmail.com.

Basketball Turkey Shoot 
November16th, 6-8pm (5 yrs+up)           
Win a free turkey & other fixings! 
Glassell Rec Complex 3650 Verdugo 

Report from Patrick Cleary, GPIA Area Representative

Report from Robert Campagna, GPIA Area Representative
Area 1 has seen some amazing things happen in the 

past couple months. With the help of CD13-and Hector 
Vega, a street sign on Marguerite (by the 
schools) restricting oversized vehicles taller than 7ft high 
and/or 22 feet long (from 2am-6am) has alleviated what 
had become an unofficial RV and semi truck parking lot. 
This has been months in the work and has been successful 
so far, as the large vehicles have moved away from this 
street to avoid being ticketed and/or towed.  

Next, in a joint effort with Molly, myself and the GPIA, 
we nominated the "Padres Voluntaries de Juntos Park" for 
a community activism award for Latino Heritage month. Pilar Quispe, Lupe 
Soto, and Maria Perez were the well deserved recipients. These ladies have been 
relentlessly organizing community clean ups that were inspired by GPIA's flash 
cleanups led by the infamous 'King of Clean' Jim Kiehl. Local Congressman 
Xavier Beccerra even graced us with his presence to hand deliver the awards 
and say some kind words about community relations. LAPD Northeast was also 
present for the event.  

Last and certainly not least, the Fletcher streetscape is under construction. 
So far it's looking good and I will send pictures next newsletter as by then there 
should be decorative rocks and succulents in the medians.  

+ =
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JOIN the GPIA!
Become engaged in our community!  For your annual dues, you will receive six issues of our newsletter. 
Plus your tax deductible donation supports the GPIA’s work to make Glassell Park better for everyone!  

The GPIA meets on the second Thursday of January, March, May, September and November at 7pm at 
the Glassell Park Community and Senior Center (3750 Verdugo Road, behind the Public Storage 
building & next to the Glassell Park Recreation Center).

Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($15)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Business membership ($25)               
(includes one free 2x3.5” black & white ad)

 Senior (60+) ($12)

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 

white.  For example, your black & white, business card-
sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” black & 

white ad! 
Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Tamar Galatzan
213-978-7878 or email: tamar.galatzan@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officer
Louie Reyes   

 213-793-0758 (cell)     
or email 33184@lapd.lacity.org

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 

Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6185 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world.   

Indeed, it is the only thing 
that ever has. 

-- Margaret Mead

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

City Council 
Field Offices 
Council District 1 

Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 

José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

2016 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Molly Lynn Taylor

Vice President 
Eric Tallman

Treasurer 
Nancy Cortes

Secretary 
Marcie Rose

Improvement 
Chair 
Jim Kiehl

Area rep #1 
Robert Campagna

Area rep #2 
Michelle Alvarez

Area rep #3 
Patrick Cleary

Taking pride in our community since 1968!  Join today!

November 5 
Clean Streets “Parkémon 
Go!” event, www.gpia.org 
November 5 
Fire Safety Family Fair, 
10a-1p, Verdugo Community 
Church, 4300 Verdugo Rd., 
see page 9
November 7 
USACE Workshop re: Flood 
Risk at LA River, 6:30pm, 
Friendship Auditorium, 3201 
Riverside Dr. 90027, see pg 3
November 10 
GPIA General Meeting, 7pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Rd., 
see cover
November 15 
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm, 
GP Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Rd.

November 19 
Flash Cleanup!, Glassell Park 
North monument, see pg 6 
December 1, 2 & 3 
SoHDA school play “She Kills 
Monsters”, see page 9 
December 4 
Glassell Park Holiday Tree 
lighting event, 5pm, Rite-Aid 
Parking lot, 4044 Eagle Rock 
Blvd., free, see page 9
December 6 
GPNC Town Hall: “How to 
Get Things Done in Glassell 
Park”, 7pm, GP Community 
& Senior Center, 3750 N. 
Verdugo Road
December 15 
GPIA Holiday Fruitcake 
Bakeoff & Raffle, 7pm, La  
Esquina Restaurant, Avenue 
33 at Division, see page 4

Upcoming Events


