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The next GPIA General 
Membership meeting will be held                                               

Thursday, Sept. 12th, at 7pm 

at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, L.A. 90065 

 The Community Center is located 

behind the Public Storage 

building.  The parking lot entrance 

is on Verdugo Road between the 

Public Storage building and the 

Glassell Park Recreation Center.
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The GPIA does not 
meet in July.   

Please join us at our 
next meeting on 

September 12th.    
We’ll talk about  

Eagle Rock 
Boulevard  

New Businesses 
  Traffic          

Pedestrian Safety      
Medians                   

Bike Lanes    
Sidewalks   

We will invite:   
CD1, CD13 & CD14 
Field & Planning 

Deputies 
LADOT   

GPIA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 9/12/19 

GPIA’s neighborhood cleanup with bins in all 3 Council Districts.  To arrange for 
curbside pickup of bulky items at your home or business, or if you want to report 
locations of bulky item dumping, email jekiehl@earthlink.net before August 17th.      
See page 9 for more information about our monthly cleanups & student opportunities.

FLASH CLEANUP!             
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM
Verdugo Road and 
York Blvd.

BULKY ITEM 
ROUNDUP 
Bins located at:
•4126 Verdugo Rd
•3361 Portner St
•Av 33 near Verdugo
or email an address 
that needs a curbside 
pickup to 
jekiehl@earthlink.net

E-WASTE 
RECYCLING 
GP Community 
& Senior Center 
parking lot at 3750 N. 
Verdugo Road from 
9am-12noon  
accepting TVs, 
monitors, printers, 
stereos, DVD/VCRs, 
and computers—no 
appliances, batteries 
or hazardous waste

Let’s clean up 
on August 17th!

PLUS!
SHADE TREE 
GIVEAWAY 
GP Community 
& Senior Center 
parking lot at 3750 
N. Verdugo Road 
from 9am-12noon 
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✓ GPIA needs you (to help find our next Board)
At the year’s halfway point, it’s time to start finding candidates to lead the GPIA 

in 2020.  If you care about the GPIA’s next leadership, please email Jim Kiehl, 
election ad hoc committee chair, at jekiehl@earthlink.net to join the search or to 
self-nominate.

✓ Free swimming lessons at Glassell Park pool
The City of LA is offering free swimming lessons at city pools throughout the 

summer.  Go to www.swimLA.org or call 323-906-7953 for information.

✓ Median wins funds for Community Improvement Project
The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council approved the GPIA’s proposal that 

asked for funding to pay for further improvements to the median in Eagle Rock 
Boulevard between Avenues 40 & 41 as a Community Improvement Project  The 
GPNC’s funds will pay for some additional plants, hired labor and more mulch to 
complete the landscaping part of the GPIA’s Adopt-a-Median project.

✓ LA Public Library offers free program for diplomas
The Los Angeles Public Library has a free program for adults age 19 and older 

who live in Los Angeles or work for the City of Los Angeles.  The program does not 
require US citizenship or a transcript.  Visit a local branch library for more 
information, or go to www.lapl.org.

✓ Restaurant may replace carwash/detail shop
An application has been submitted to open a restaurant with bar on the 

current site of Miranda’s Auto located on the lot where Verdugo Road & Eagle Rock 
Boulevard form a point and noticeable for its American flag wall art.  The restaurant 
is planning indoor and outdoor seating and a full menu.  The owner will present 
plans to the GPNC’s Planning & Land Use Committee (PLUC) at an upcoming 
meeting.  Check the GPNC’s website for PLUC agendas:  www.glassellparknc.org.  
The committee meets on the last Thursday of each month.

✓ Chicken-killing disease prompts quarantine
In an effort to control the spread of  Virulent Newcastle Disease, all of Los 

Angeles County and large parts of San Bernardino an Riverside counties are under a 
poultry quarantine that bans transporting birds into or out of the quarantine areas. 
More info here: http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/vet/VirulentNewcastleDisease.htm

✓ Statewide retirement program in effect July 1st
A workplace payroll deduction plan called CalSavers Retirement Savings 

Program goes into effect on July 1, 2019.  The state will begin requiring employers 
that don’t offer retirement plans to register with CalSavers.  The program is not 
mandatory for employees, but pilot version users report most employees want the 
ability to have money deducted automatically from paychecks and invested in IRAs. 
For more information, go to calsavers.com or call 855-650-6916.

✓ City Council bans Section 8 discrimination by landlords
The LA City Council voted to approve an ordinance that makes it illegal for 

landlords to refuse to consider tenants who will pay rent with Section 8 vouchers or 
any other subsidies. The new law will take effect on January 1st, 2020.

✓ Plant Material opens in Glassell Park
A new shop selling native plants & non-GMO edibles along with garden tools, 

horticulture books, art objects & “rainbows” opened at 3350 Eagle Rock Blvd.

 What’s going on in Glassell Park?
LETTER 

FROM
GPIA 

PRESIDENT 
RICK BOLTON

As we move into the summer, the 
GPIA is preparing for the fall! We have 
so many initiatives under way. 

Our SLOW DOWN sign campaign 
has proved to be effective, and quite 
popular with Glassell Park residents! 
We’re happy to report that we have 
received a grant from the GPNC (see 
page 3) to expand SLOW DOWN over 
the next year for an even bigger impact. 
We’ll be producing and distributing 
new signs this fall and extending the 
campaign to street banners and bus 
benches. Exciting stuff! 

We also received GPNC funding to 
continue the beautification work on our 
adopted “GPIA median” in Eagle Rock 
Blvd., the location of Glassell Park’s 
holiday tree planted by the GPIA 50 
years ago! We’ll be adding flowers, 
other plants and mulch to the median 
this fall, along with a commemorative 
monument and plaque.   

Speaking of ERB, we’ve all noted 
the rapid development taking place 
along the Boulevard (and the resulting 
traffic issues). Our September 12th 
meeting will focus exclusively on the 
future of Eagle Rock Blvd. Keep an eye 
out for this very important public 
forum.  All are welcome to join us. 

And, for those of you who are 
wondering why we’ve not announced 
our annual summer National Night 
Out/Touch a Truck event – we’ve 
moved the event to the month of 
October and changed its name, to 
Neighborhood Night Out. Details soon! 

Finally, if you are interested in 
serving on the board of the GPIA next 
year, please let us know. We are kicking 
off our nominating process very soon. 
Send an email to Jim Kiehl 
(jekiehl@earthlink.net) if you are even 
the tiniest bit interested! We’d love to 
have you. 

As always, please feel free to reach 
out to me directly with questions, 
comments, ideas and good jokes. You’ll 
find me at gpia.rickbolton@gmail.com. 

Have a great summer!   
Rick 

“Ask Your Neighborhood Prosecutor”     
Send your question to gpiaNews90065@gmail.com.     

Neighborhood Prosecutor Gabrielle Taylor’s column appears on  
page 6 in this issue.
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Follow us on:

Groundbreaking for LA River Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge

Due to the many schools located on San 
Fernando Road between Fletcher and 
Division Streets, many of those who must 
walk across the busy thoroughfare are 
children.  In June, the city installed small 
concrete islands halfway across the street to 
provide greater protection for those who use 
the crosswalk at Hallet Street.

Concrete island added to crosswalk on San Fernando Road

The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council 
approved the GPIA’s Neighborhood Purpose 
Grant application that proposed expansion of 
the successful “Slow Down” campaign.  The 
grant gives the GPIA $3,795 that will be spent 
on newly designed yard signs—possibly with 
reflective ink—and other community 
advertising including bus benches and 
streetlight banners.  The “Slow Down” campaign has spread to nearby 
communities with local signs spotted in Atwater Village, Eagle Rock, 
Glendale and Koreatown.

GPIA wins Neighborhood Purpose Grant from GPNC

     CD1’s District Director Hugo Ortiz and 
staff from the Department of Transportation 
co-hosted a town hall that focussed on traffic 
issues along Eagle Rock Boulevard.  The 
many attendees pointed out hazardous 
intersections, parking issues, pedestrian and 
bicycle safety problems and more.   
     The GPIA’s September meeting will follow 
up with reports from the same officials, add 

staff from LA City Planning and expand community input.

CD1 & LADOT host town hall about traffic

     Mayor Eric Garcetti, Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, former 
Councilmember Ed Reyes, Assemblymember Wendy Carrillo and 
Supervisor Hilda Solis in addition to Phil Washington, CEO of Metro, 
and Gary Lee Moore, Head of the Department of Engineering and Sonia 
Sotomayor Learning Academies valedictorian Sofia Alamada welcomed 
community members to the official groundbreaking for the Taylor Yard 
Bikeway/Pedestrian Bridge over the Los Angeles River.   

The bridge will join Elysian Valley and Cypress Park bringing the 
communities on both sides of the river together directly for the first 
time.  The bridge—already under construction off-site—will be 
approximately 400 feet long and about 30 feet high by 27 feet wide.  The 
actual pedestrian and bicycle path will be be 18 feet wide and will be able 
to support emergency vehicles when necessary.  On the North (the 
Glassell Park side), a long bikeway ramp will lead to Kerr Road and 
connect to San Fernando Road from there.

Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center gets a lift

The Community Center where the 
GPIA’s office is located was in need of 
a makeover and some rain-related 
structural repairs, and Glassell Park 
Councilmember Gil Cedillo, CD1, 
stepped up with funds to address the 
building’s issues and refresh the 
appearance of its interior. 

A popular Community Center, the 
main rooms and side offices see heavy 
use for Senior lunches, clubs, the Dept. 
of Recreation and Parks satellite office, 
CD1’s Field Office and the offices of 
the Glassell Park Neighborhood 
Council and the GPIA.  In addition, 
community groups use the main room 
for meetings and classes on a regular 
basis.  Thanks to CD1, the next GPIA 
meeting will be an opportunity to 
check out the renewed space.
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New traffic signal at Eagle Rock 
Boulevard & El Paso Drive

Years of campaigning to fix traffic 
problems at the intersection of Eagle 
Rock Blvd. & El Paso Drive and Eagle 
Rock Blvd. & Avenue 42—both of 
which border Target—appear to be 
coming to fruition.   

The GPIA was active in requesting 
LADOT traffic studies, and then 
pressed for funding to relieve 
dangerous traffic issues.  After waiting 
in the LADOT’s backlog, and thanks to 
CD14’s diligence, work on installing a 
protected left turn signal and other 
mitigating measures began in June.   

According to the LADOT’s 
communications office, the new signal 
will provide protected left-turns for 
southwest bound drivers on Eagle 
Rock Blvd. who want to turn onto El 
Paso Drive.  In addition, LADOT plans 
to install bollards and a freshly painted 
traffic “island” that will direct those 
traveling southeast on Avenue 42 who 
want to turn left onto Eagle Rock Blvd. 

 Nothing in the update from 
LADOT appears to address the issue of 
pedestrian safety where a sidewalk 
crosses the driveway into Target’s 
parking lot from Eagle Rock Blvd.
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Bureau of Engineering presents Taylor Yard park project options

52 60

44
4465

On May 18th, the Bureau of Engineering hosted a presentation and workshop to inform the community of 
progress, study results and planning ideas for Taylor Yard.  The 100 or so neighbors who attended were able to ask 
questions of the scientists and designers working on the project, and learned about efforts to minimize dust and 
disruption to surrounding areas as well as remediation of the toxic waste that exists throughout the area.   

Once the presentations and Q&A were finished, everyone was encouraged to view and markup maps that 
depicted the three current plans for the parcel.   

Much more detailed information—in English and Spanish—is available on the website: 
www.TaylorYardG2.com.

Bowtie Parcel is mostly unimproved, but open for urban exploration
Directly adjacent to Taylor Yard, Glassell Park’s 18-acre riverside open space, the Bowtie Parcel, is open to the 

public. For those who don’t mind a little grit with their stroll, the unimproved former rail yard now owned by 
California State Parks can be an interesting urban walk.  In fact, Charles Fleming wrote about walking it in the LA 
Times: https://www.latimes.com/home/la-he-outdoors-la-walks-bowtie-parcel-20190510-story.html.   

Unlike the other side of the LA River with its paved pedestrian and bicycle path, the Bowtie side calls for real 
shoes.  There is no parking lot or other park-type amenities—not even restrooms—, but there are some art 
installations that come & go and remains of the rail yard including a huge turnabout for moving and servicing 
train cars.  Local arts group, Clockshop, oversees the park for the state and hosts guided walks and events.  For 
information, go to: https://calparks.wordpress.com/tag/bowtie-parcel/
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In June, we passed an on-time 
budget that reflects thoughtful 
deliberation and commitment to 
critically needed programs and 
services. The budget plan makes 
investments for the future and 
keeps our obligation to responsible 
budgeting for all Californians. 
Of particular importance to the Los 
Angeles area, the plan makes a 
substantial additional payment of 
$2.4 billion to help local 
government address the crisis in 
affordable housing and 
homelessness affecting all of our 
communities. 

I’m proud to have also secured 
funding that will have a direct 
impact in our district. Two million 
dollars will go to facility renovation 
and job training at the Los Angeles 
Theater Center which is home to 
the Latino Theater Company. In 
order to develop a green space in an 
urban community, $500,000 will 
be directed to the State Parks 
Bowtie Parcel. To foster a deeper 
understanding of our diverse 
heritage, the Armenian American 
Museum,  Italian American 
Museum and Korean American 
Museum will also receive nearly 
$10 million in state support.  

This year we secured full-scope 
Medi-Cal benefits for 
approximately 138,000 previously 
uncovered undocumented 
immigrants and I will continue to 
fight for Health4All to expand 
Medi-Cal to all adults, regardless of 
immigration status, especially 
seniors.  

I will continue to work with our 
communities to help improve the 
lives of our working families.  

Senator Maria Elena Durazo

California Assembly District 51               
report from 
Assemblymember      
Wendy Carrillo 

Field Office 
1910 W. Sunset Blvd. #810, LA 90026 
213-483-5151 
http://a51.asmdc.org

California Senate District 24 
report from 
State Senator                
Maria Elena Durazo 

As we continue into summer, 
House Democrats have no 
intention of slowing down or 
wavering on the promise we made 
to the people just over six months 
ago. 

Recently, we passed legislation 
to protect the promise of America 
for DREAMers, TPS recipients, and 
LGBTQ individuals – all groups 
that uplift our country. We also 
took substantive steps to protect 
our future generations by passing 
the Climate Action Now Act – a bill 
that encourages our nation to 
uphold the critical climate 
standards set forth in the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

We are currently working to 
introduce more bills that put the 
people first, such as the Jeanette 
Acosta Invest in Women’s Health 
Act I introduced with Senator Patty 
Murray and Planned Parenthood. 
This bill – named after a former 
Hill staffer, Obama White House 
intern, and constituent who lost 
her battle with cervical cancer in 
2017 – ensures that all women, 
regardless of race or income, have 
access to preventative health care, 
including cancer screenings. The 
Jeanette Acosta Invest in Women’s 
Health Act continues Jeanette’s 
legacy as a fighter and fierce 
advocate for erasing health 
disparities amongst women. 

These are important legislative 
efforts that will prioritize and help 
the most vulnerable and 
marginalized communities across 
our country.  And my House 
Democrat colleagues and I are just 
getting started.

Reports from the U.S. and State Capitols

Field Office 
1808 W. Sunset Blvd., LA 90026 
213-483-9300 
http://sd24.senate.ca.gov/

Dear Neighbors, 
July and August means half way 

mark to the end of the year, but also 
recess for legislation. My team and I 
have been hard at work for the past 
seven and eight months and I’m 
excited to share our legislative wins 
and budget wins: 
● For the budget we have been 

able to secure $50,000,000 for the 
After School Education and Safety 
(ASES) Funding for afterschool 
programs. 
● Northeast Los Angeles has been 

a park-poor area and this is why we 
were able to secure $500,000 to 
create a conceptual plan for a 
potential park at the Bowtie Parcel 
(Glassell Park). 

Additionally, we have hosted 
successful tree giveaways in the 
district and secured a Veteran 
Memorial at Rio de Los Angeles State 
Park. My team and I continue to 
engage with constituents throughout 
our district to come together and find 
solutions. We have recognized Bricia 
López of Montecito Heights as our 
Woman of the Year, Guisados as our 
Small Business of the Year, and Barrio 
Action Youth and Family Center as 
Non-profit of the Year.  

Thank you for your trust and the 
privilege to serve. It is always a 
pleasure to provide legislative updates 
back home to Los Angeles. I look 
forward to collaborating more with the 
Glassell Park Improvement 
Association to build an even stronger 
prosperous community. 

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to 
reach our Glassell Park representative, 
Alfonso Ruiz, at alfonso.ruiz-
delgado@asm.ca.gov.  

In service, 
Wendy Carrillo 
Assemblymember, 51st District

U.S. Congressional District  34 
report from       
Congressman              
Jimmy Gomez 

Field Deputy Roberto Gama 
350 S. Bixel St., Suite 120, LA 90017 
213-481-1425 
congressman.gomez@mail.house.gov
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Report from the 
Office of Mayor  
Eric Garcetti 

East Area Representative  
Edna Degollado 
213-978-1705 
edna.degollado@lacity.org

Supervisor and Mayor reports

In June, Mayor Eric Garcetti 
launched Louder Than Guns, a 
powerful new campaign to inspire 
action against gun violence. 
Organized by the Mayor’s Youth 
Council to End Gun Violence, in 
partnership with the creative 
agency Omelet, this effort will run 
advertisements across the city to 
shine a light on the senselessness 
of gun violence — and provide 
parents, young people, civic 
leaders, and all Angelenos with 
tools to push for change and save 
lives. “Young people are leading 
the effort to make our communities 
safer, and Louder than Guns is an 
expression of their commitment to 
change and a call to action for all of 
us to join them in building the 
future they deserve.” 

Also in June, Mayor Garcetti 
detailed a crackdown on illegal 
garbage dumping and enforcement 
against businesses that do not have 
legally-required trash pickup 
service, as well as new resources — 
from cameras to crews — to help 
keep streets clean and 
neighborhoods safe. Mayor 
Garcetti also announced an 
expansion of the Operation 
Healthy Streets zone south to 
Washington Boulevard, to provide 
cleanup crews in a community that 
has been heavily affected by illegal 
dumping. The Bureau of Sanitation 
will also install new cameras and 
lighting, and increase the number 
of City staff members inspecting 
businesses to ensure they are 
complying with the law. 

Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors from First District  
County Supervisor       
Hilda L. Solis 

Office of Supervisor Hilda L. Solis 
HOA, 500 W. Temple St., LA 90012 
213-974-4111 
FirstDistrict@bos.lacounty.gov

Thanks to Measure H, LA 
County has been able to build more 
shelters, provide more services, 
and place more people into 
housing than ever before. 
However, wages have not kept up 
with rising rents, and many people 
are one financial crisis away from 
sleeping in their cars, in a 
homeless shelter, or on the street. 
Given that the root causes of our 
homelessness crisis are economic, 
it’s clear that our communities 
need more affordable housing.   

In the nearly 4.5 years I have 
served as County Supervisor, I 
have worked with County 
departments, cities, Metro, and 
other partners to complete 1,063 
units of affordable housing in the 
First District. Currently, we also 
have 1,205 more affordable 
housing units currently in 
construction or in pre-
development stages. Together, 
we’ve begun the process to require 
County-funded housing to allow 
residents to live with their pets, 
provided more housing for 
families, and enhanced housing 
opportunities for transitional-aged 
youth and Veterans.   

We must all work together to 
lift our friends, families, and 
neighbors out of poverty and into a 
place they can call home. If you see 
someone experiencing 
homelessness, please request 
assistance through the Los Angeles 
County Homeless Outreach Portal 
at LA-HOP.org. For other ways to 
combat this crisis, please visit 
https://www.lahsa.org/get-
involved. To stay updated with 
everything happening in the First 
District, follow me on Twitter, 
Facebook, and Instagram at 
@hildasolis.

So many of us are on social 
media either through Facebook, 
Instagram, Nextdoor, or 
countless other Apps and 
websites. We often find vibrant 
and engaging communities on 
social media that enrich our lives, 
but sometimes these interactions 
can turn ugly and ominous. As a 
Neighborhood Prosecutor, I 
receive complaints about the ugly 
side of these interactions. Most of 
the time, awful words are not a 
crime. We are fortunate to have 
broad First Amendment 
protections that cover all kinds of 
opinions and language. 

But when do these negative 
interactions and words become a 
crime? Directed, unconditional, 
explicit threats to you and your 
loved ones can indeed be a 
violation of Penal Code 422 
Criminal Threats. If you feel 
you’re in danger, you must 
immediately report to the police. 
If you don’t know who is doing it, 
it is still important to work with 
the police as well as report the 
issue to the website or social 
media moderators. 

Another way these 
interactions can veer into 
criminality are when the 
communications become 
repeated (multiple times per 
day), harassing, and obscene in 
tone (a violation of Penal Code 
653m). Again, report to the 
police, report to the website or 
provider, disengage from the 
interaction but monitor and 
preserve the communications. 

Sometimes the easiest way to 
avoid the pitfalls of social media 
is to understand that when you 
are using an app and joining a 
social media community, you are 
inviting the whole world to 
interact with you so use 
discretion and caution. 

Harassing/Annoying phone 
calls or electronic 
communications can be reported 
to LAPD online at http://
www.lapdonline.org/home/
content_basic_view/60409 or 
please see homepage for LAPD at 
http://www.lapdonline.org

Neighborhood Prosecutor 
Gabrielle Taylor answers:
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City Council Districts Reports
Council District 1 report      
from Councilmember              
Gilbert Cedillo 

Council District 13 report  
from Councilmember  
Mitch O’Farrell

Field Deputy Hector Vega 
1722 Sunset Blvd., LA 90028 
213-207-3015 
hector.vega@lacity.org

Council District 14 report  
from Councilmember  
José Huizar

Field Deputy José Hernandez 
2035 Colorado Blvd., LA 90041 
323-254-5295 
jose.h.hernandez@lacity.org

Dear Friends, 
Join us at the park for another 

year of Summer Night Lights that 
brings extended park programs and 
hours until 11:30pm on Wednesday 
through Saturday and if that’s 
enough, we have free BBQ food.   

By far in June, was one of the 
best events in our community. Team 
Cedillo sponsored our 3rd Annual 
Glassell Bark and Meow that was 
attended by an estimated 400, two 
and four legged friends for a 
beautiful day under the sun. There 
were over 20 animal and 
community information booths. It 
was an amazing day for the 
community to learn about pet 
adoption and animal welfare.  

Our Safe Parking Program 
continues to help people living in 
their vehicles by providing a safe 
overnight sleeping space with case 
management services. As a City, we 
have housed over 20,000 homeless 
people this past year yet we saw a 
16% increase in homelessness in the 
City. We appreciate the ongoing 
support from the GPIA and GPNC to 
offer help to people experiencing 
homelessness.   

Join us in welcoming Elsy 
Hernandez to Team Cedillo. We are 
confident she will help us continue 
to serve the Glassell Park 
community and her other assigned 
areas. Our improvements at the 
Glassell Park Community and 
Senior Center continue going well 
with new interior paint and carpet. 

Please contact my office for 
assistance in helping the 1st district 
move forward and keeping it #1. 

Sincerely, 
Gilbert Cedillo 
Councilmember, 1st District

Hello Glassell Park, 
In May, the Los Angeles City 

Council adopted its 2019-2020 
$10.6 billion budget. This year's 
budget provides more funding to 
provide services for people 
experiencing homelessness, 
increased street and sidewalk 
cleanups, and public safety.  

Homelessness remains our top 
priority, with more than $457 
million going towards services and 
outreach – with more than half of 
those funds coming from Measure 
HHH, which I co-authored. Clearly 
more is needed.  

After discussions with Northeast 
LA residents and stakeholders, like 
The Eagle Rock Association and 
Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council, I 
introduced a motion to explore the 
possibility of providing emergency 
Bridge Housing at the dormant St. 
Barnabas Methodist Church with 
supportive services for families 
experiencing homelessness in Eagle 
Rock. NELA residents are engaged 
in looking for solutions to address 
homelessness and we welcome and 
will continue to need that 
engagement.   

In other news, please know that 
our CD14 Clean Communities Crew, 
the Fuego Tech Rangers, continue to 
work hard taking care of cleanup 
projects throughout Northeast LA. If 
you know of a public area that needs 
attention, please contact our 
Northeast Office. 

Lastly, I invite you to join CD14 
at our 10th annual Concert & 
Fireworks Show on June 30th at 
Eagle Rock Park. Come out and 
dance, eat and enjoy the fireworks. 
This year’s show promises to be 
another big hit!  	

Sincerely,	
José Huizar 

Friends: 
This month, we broke ground 

on the Taylor Yard Bridge, making 
this the third bridge currently under 
construction in the 13th District 
along the Los Angeles River. This 
project, along with the North 
Atwater Multimodal Bridge and the 
Red Car Bridge, will bring some 
much needed connectivity for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and 
equestrians.  

The $20.6 million project — 
which has an expected completion 
date of early 2021 — will be funded 
by L.A. Metro. The City’s Bureau of 
Engineering is leading the design 
and construction of the bridge 
which will span approximately 400 
feet across the waterway, with an 
18-foot-wide passageway for both 
cyclists and pedestrians.   

The idea to connect the river 
communities of Cypress Park and 
Glassell Park to Elysian Valley has 
been almost three decades in the 
making. This journey began with 
former Councilmembers Mike 
Hernandez and Ed P. Reyes, and 
then my office took the baton in 
2013 to carry this project over the 
finish line. During this time, we held 
the former Los Angeles County 
Transportation Authority to its legal 
obligation to build a bridge at 
Taylor Yard.  

This has been a vision worth 
working for all these years and I’ll 
continue to advocate for improved 
access to the waterway in the years 
ahead.  

Warm regards, 
MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember, 13th District

District Director Hugo Ortiz 
5577 N. Figueroa St., LA 90042 
323-550-1538 
hugo.ortiz@lacity.org
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    Have you seen these trees in the 
hillsides of Glassell Park? They are 
Southern California Black Walnut 
(Juglans californica). Their trunks branch 
at ground level, so young trees may 
resemble shrubs. When seen from ends of 
branches, the bright green leaves give the 
impression of concentric circles, made up 
of leaflets, regularly spaced along stems 
that appear to radiate from branches like 
spokes of a wheel. Walnuts form along the 
branches. In spring the friuts look like 
light green spheres, about one inch 
diameter. In summer the green, fleshy 
covering turns black when ripe. Our native 
walnuts have a very thick shell, unlike 
domestic varieties. Are they good to eat? 
GPIA member Jennifer Campbell says: 
"the meat is very minimal-compared to 
hybrids but very tasty, a lot of work to get 
a tiny amount". 

These trees are deciduous, and many 
large ones seemed to die during the recent 
drought, but now have lush greenery 
growing from their bases. The old, bare 
branches make silhouettes against the sky 
at sunset, and attract insect-eating birds 
such as woodpeckers, nuthatches and 
flycatchers. 

This wild species forms forests in the 
undeveloped valleys of Glassell Park, but 
we cannot take it for granted that they will 
always be here, due to continuing 
urbanization of hillside areas. The 
California Native Plant Society considers 
them to be "Fairly Threatened", which 
means they are “of limited distribution or 
infrequent throughout a broader area in 
California” and their “status should be 
monitored regularly”. 

Southern California Black Walnut
by Susan Streaser
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Rodents, especially rats, are drawn to fruit trees and vegetable 
gardens throughout Southern California becoming a nuisance in 
urban yards and homes.  However, the use of anticoagulant 
rodenticide poison to control rodents can result in exposing pets 
and local wildlife to this deadly poison. Regardless of who 
distributes the poison -- homeowners, professionals, or an HOA -- 
pets and local wildlife are at risk of exposure. 

Death from anticoagulant rodenticide poisoning takes a long 
time. The poison is designed to block the vitamin K cycle which is 
important in clotting the body’s blood, often resulting in a slow 
death. It can take up to 10 days for the rodent to die by internal 
bleeding, if it is not eaten by another animal first. Rodents filled 
with toxic anticoagulant rodenticide poisons continue to move 
around in the environment and as they start to feel the effects of the 
poison they begin to move slower and become easy targets for pets, 
especially cats and dogs, and native predators such as bobcats, 
hawks, owls, coyotes, etc. Research has shown that anticoagulant 
poison moves up the food chain and eating a poisoned animal can 
lead to secondary poisoning of dogs, cats and wild animals.   

Controlling rodents without anticoagulant rodenticide poisons 
can be accomplished by using snap and/or electric traps.  Removing 
food sources such as rotting fruit, compost heaps and pet food can 
deter rodents from nesting in or near homes.  For more ways to 
control rodents without poisons, go to: https://www.nps.gov/samo/
learn/management/take-action-against-anticoagulant-
rodenticides.htm 

Rodenticides kill rats, but pets and wildlife, too

Free Environmental Advocacy Workshops at Audubon Center
The Audubon Center at Debs Park has teamed with LA Works to bring a series of free workshops to Northeast 

Los Angeles.  Each workshop is led by experts with the goal of equipping participants with the tools and 
knowledge need to solve social and environmental problems.   

The July workshop, on the 23rd, focusses on “Environmental Policy/Community Organizing”; and the August 
workshop, on the 20th, is about “Water in LA/Voting and Letter Writing”.  Both workshops take place from 7-9m 
at the Audubon Center at 4700 Griffin Avenue in Montecito Heights.   

To register and get more information, go to: https://www.laworks.com/opportunity-search

www.gpia.org    JULY/AUGUST 2019
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     The Flash Cleanup! team met at the 
South Monument and Transit Pavilion, 
and was joined by our master gardeners 
Suzie Wilkinson and Janis McCarthy 
along with the CD1 Community Clean 
team and some graduate students from 
Redondo Beach. These students 
specifically sought us out to participate in 

a community cleanup and do their part to help out the environment.  
We were able to weed and trim the plantings as well as pick up a lot 

of trash from the Transit Pavilion and adjacent areas. After the regular 
cleanup ended, the CD1 team got out their weed whacker and cut down 
the weeds in the parkway across from the Glassell Park Early 
Education Center and Glassell Park Elementary School. They also 
removed bulky items that were dumped at the location. 

 Thanks to our field Deputy Hector Vega, CD13 helped out with a 
fresh supply of clean up bags. We ended the morning by weeding the 
medians of Verdugo Road at the Glendale Freeway.  All together some 
serious community cleaning for a mid-Spring day.

July 20, 2019                     
Crestmoore Steps 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Crestmoore Street, end of cul de 
sac, just off Verdugo Road 
August 17, 2019 
Verdugo Village               
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road and York Blvd. 
WITH BULKY ITEM ROUND-UP 
Bins located at: 
•4126 Verdugo Road 
•3361 Portner Street, near Estara 
•Avenue 33 between Verdugo   
Road & Eagle Rock Boulevard 
Plus! 
E-waste recycling & a tree 
giveaway in the parking lot of the 
Glassell Park Community & Senior 
Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Road 
Email jekiehl@earthlink.net to 
request curbside pickup of any 
bulky items on August 17th 
September 21, 2019 
2 Freeway Ramps / Underpass / 
Median 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road at Roderick Road 
October 19, 2019 
San Fernando Road / Ribet 
Academy      
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
San Fernando Rd. at 2 Freeway 
November 16, 2019 
North Glassell Park Monument    
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Eagle Rock Blvd at Lincoln Av 

 GLASSELL      
PARK

working together to better our community since 1968

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

January 19, 2019 
Glassell Park Elementary / Glassell Park EEC 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
W Ave 30 at Carlyle Street 

February 23,  2019 
IRVING STEAM & Fletcher Elementary 
9:45 AM – 10:30 AM 
Fletcher Drive and Estara Avenue 

March 16, 2019 
Verdugo at Eagle Rock Blvd / Triangle Garden 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Eagle Rock Blvd and Verdugo Road 
WITH BULKY ITEM ROUND-UP 

April 20, 2019 
LA River Cleanup Bowtie Parcel with FOLAR                  
8:30 AM – 12:00 Noon 
Location – Nelson Miller/ Bowtie Parcel 

May 18, 2019 
South Glassell Park Monument / Transit Pavilion                 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
San Fernando Road and Eagle Rock Blvd. 

June 15, 2019 
La Esquina / O&H 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Division St. at Ave 33 

July 20, 2019                     
Crestmoore Steps 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Crestmoore Steps just off Verdugo Road 

August 17, 2019 
Verdugo Village               
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road and York Blvd. 
WITH BULKY ITEM ROUND-UP 

September 21, 2019 
2 Freeway Ramps / Underpass / Median 
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
Verdugo Road at Roderick Road 

October 19, 2019 
San Fernando Road / Ribet Academy      
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
San Fernando Rd. at 2 Freeway 

November 16, 2019 
North Glassell Park Monument    
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM  
Eagle Rock Blvd at York 
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The GPIA is 501(c)(3), non-profit, charitable 
organization. All residents and business owners are 
welcome to join the GPIA. Your membership is a tax-
deductible donation. Memberships are $12-$25 a year. 
www.GPIA.org

FLASH
CLEANUP!GP

IA

2019

STUDENTS! Earn community service hours at 
our Flash Cleanups!  Email jekiehl@earthlink.net

May Flash Cleanup!                                             by Jim Kiehl

GlassellBARK event draws 
crowd to Verdugo Road

Neighbors and their pets came 
out to play, eat, shop, mingle and—
importantly—adopt a new friend 
on a closed Verdugo Road at the 
annual GlassellBARK event. 
Photo by Brian Fitzburgh

“In Northeast Los Angeles for Good”

Uptown Gay & Lesbian Alliance

UGLA.org

Founded
1983

STUDENTS!   
Earn community service hours at                 

Flash Cleanups!   
Go to: www.gpia.org to sign up 
or for more information.

On June 15th, we had a small group, 12 
volunteers and actually not that much trash 
to be found at Division Street & Avenue 33.  

We worked on weeding along the 
sidewalks in the area and cleaning out two 
heavily clogged storm drains on the sides of 
both La Esquina Restaurant and O & H 
Jumpers.  CD 1’s Clean Team helped out 
substantially and disposed of the trash and 
a few bulky items found at the cleanup 
location.  The area got a large dose of TLC.  Thanks to all who 
participated.  

Our next clean-up is Saturday, July 20th, at 8:00am at the 
Crestmoore Steps and Glassell Park Community & Senior Center 
parking lot.  Meet at the bottom of the steps at Crestmoore near 
Verdugo Road.

June Flash Cleanup!                                             by Jim Kiehl
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To learn more:  
www.glassellparknc.org          
email: board@glassellparknc.org

The Glassell Park Neighborhood Council meets on the third 
Tuesday of each month at the Glassell Park Community & 
Senior Center, 3750 N. Verdugo Road, at 7:00pm.           
Buffet dinner is served & everyone is welcome to join us! 

All Glassell Park stakeholders are eligible to join any of our 
committees:  Budget & Finance / Grants & Funding /
Planning & Land Use / Outreach & Communications /
Education / Public Arts / Bylaws. 

Go to our website to find events, agendas, minutes and a 
calendar of upcoming meetings.

www.gpia.org         JULY/AUGUST 2019

JOIN the GPIA!
Name  _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________

Phone _________________________ (home / work / cell) (circle one)

Please check all that apply:

 Individual membership ($20)                            

 Household membership ($25)

 Senior (60+) ($15)

 Business membership ($25) 
(includes one free 2x3.5” ad)

 Tax deductible donation

 New membership

 Renewal membership

 Please email my newsletter

Please send this form, along with your check, to:  GPIA / P.O. Box 65881 / Los Angeles, CA 90065 
OR go to: www.gpia.org to join online OR bring the form and a check or credit card to our next meeting!

ADVERTISE in the GPIA NEWS
Advertise your business to target households in Glassell 

Park!  Your ad in the “Glassell Park Improvement 
Association News” will be viewed by consumers who care 
about their community and want to patronize and support 

our local businesses.  Many sizes & rates are available--
single issue or six consecutive issues, full color or black & 
white.  For example, your black & white, business card-

sized ad will run in six consecutive issues for $125.00.  A 
new business membership gets one free 2x3.5” ad! 

Email gpiaNews90065@gmail.com for a rate sheet.
Members receive a 10% discount on all ads.

The easiest & fastest way to request City 
services is via the MyLA311 app for phones.  
Download is free.  
You can also access MyLA311 on the web at: 
https://myLA311.lacity.org

Glassell Park’s Law Enforcers:
Neighborhood Prosecutor

Gabrielle Taylor
213-978-7878 or email gabrielle.taylor@lacity.org

Senior Lead Officers
Luis Reyes   

 213-793-0758 or email 33184@lapd.online
Fernando Ochoa   

 213-793-0759 or email 25743@lapd.online

The GPIA Newsletter is published on the 1st of January, 
March, May, July, September and November.  Designed and 
edited by Marge Piane.  Submissions welcome.   
Contact the GPIA at:  gpia90065@gmail.com 
Contact the GPIANews at:  gpiaNews90065@gmail.com 

A Few Handy Phone Numbers: 
Abandoned Vehicles      800-222-6366 
Abandoned Shopping Carts     800-252-4613   
Animal Services           888-452-7381 
Blocked Driveways      213-485-4184 x2 
Fire Dept (non-emergency)     213-485-6250 
Gas Leaks       800-427-2200 
Graffiti removal           800-675-4357 
LAPD (non-emergency)          877-ASK-LAPD 
Poison Control           800-876-4766 
Rape Hotline       310-392-8381 
Restraining Order      213-974-5587 
Sanitation/Trash/Recycling     800-773-2489 
Street Resurfacing/Potholes     800-996-2489 
Tree Trimming           800-996-2489 
Water & Power           800-342-5397 
As always, in an emergency call 9-1-1 
For all city services, call 3-1-1, or use MyLA311 app 

If you go to  
www.smile.amazon.com 

and choose GPIA, a percentage of the 
amount you spend will be donated to us!   
It’s the same Amazon site and account,   

but it benefits the community every time 
you shop!

? 
Do you shop at 

Join the Flash Cleanup team! Go to 
www.gpia.org or email Jim Kiehl  
at jekiehl@earthlink.net
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Neighborhood information at hand:

Glassell Park Improvement Association

P.O. Box 65881

Los Angeles, CA 90065

ELECTRONIC CORRECTION REQUESTED
2019 GPIA 
Board Members
President 
Rick Bolton
Vice President 
Donald Nollar
Treasurer 
Nancy Cortes
Secretary 
Melinda Martinez
Improvement Chair 
John H. Wong
Area Representatives 
Helene Schpak
Marcie Rose
Fatima Guzman    
Newsletter Editor 
Marge Piane
Friends of Walnut 
Canyon Chair 
Suzan Olson Davis

July 4 
Independence Day 
July 16 
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm
July 20 
Flash Cleanup! Crestmoore 
Steps, 8am, see page 9
July 13 
39th Lotus Festival, Echo 
Park Lake, 6-9pm
July 25
GPNC’s Planning & Land Use 
Committee meeting, 7pm
August 10  
Mercado at York Village/Arts 
& Crafts Festival, York Blvd. 
between Avenues 50 & 52, 
4-9pm

August 14  
GPIA Board meeting, 7pm
August 17 
Flash Cleanup! in  Verdugo 
Village, plus Bulky Item 
Roundup in 3 locations & E-
waste collection, see cover & 
page 9
August 20 
GPNC Board meeting, 7pm
August 29
GPNC’s Planning & Land Use 
Committee meeting, 7pm

Upcoming Events

All meetings and events are at the  
Glassell Park Community & Senior Center,  

3750 N. Verdugo Road, unless otherwise noted.

Taking pride in our community since 1968!  Join today!
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City Council 
Field Offices 

Council District 1 
Gil Cedillo

3750 Verdugo Road

L.A., CA 90065

323-341-5671

Council District 13 
Mitch O’Farrell

1722 Sunset Blvd

L.A., CA 90026

213-207-3015

Council District 14 
José Huizar

2035 Colorado Blvd

L.A., CA 90041  

323-254-5295

Interested in serving as a 
GPIA Board member in 

2020? Our election 
committee is looking for 
candidates.  See page 2.


